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1. Background 
1.1 Introduction  
This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report was prepared by Cavendish Consulting to explain, in detail, 
the consultation activity undertaken by Renewable Energy Systems Ltd (RES) (the Applicant) in relation to 
the construction and operation of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm (‘the Proposed Development’) which 
includes up to 14 turbines and associated infrastructure, located approximately 2.7km north of Newton 
Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.  

The Proposed Development will comprise up to 14 turbines resulting in an overall site generating capacity 
of approximately 92.4 MW. This is enough to power around 115,700 homes1 annually with clean, low-cost 
electricity. The associated infrastructure will include site access, access tracks, crane hardstand areas, 
underground cabling, on-site substation and control building, transformers and related switchgear, 
temporary construction compounds, laydown area, potential excavations/borrow workings and temporary 
concrete batching plant. The components and layout of the Proposed Development are indicated in Figure 
1.2 of the EIA Report. 

With a generating capacity over 50MW, the Proposed Development is subject to Section 36 of the Electricity 
Act 1989, administered by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU). A full Planning Application has been submitted 
to the ECU and this report has been produced to accompany the formal application. 

Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied the principles of 
the consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications as set out in The Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2022 and Planning Circular 
3:2022-Development Management Procedures. This enables the local community and all those with an 
interest in the proposals a clear opportunity to view the proposals, and importantly comment and 
feedback.  

This PAC Report details the comments and feedback received from the public exhibitions and local 
community meetings, as well as those received through a wider community engagement programme. In 
addition, the PAC Report also illustrates how the Applicant has responded to these comments from 
members of the public and community groups, and where relevant how these have helped shape and 
inform the Proposed Development. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Calculated by taking the predicted annual electricity generation of the site (based on 
predicted site generation capacity of 92.4 MW), together with RES’ predicted capacity 
factor of 46.3% and dividing this by the annual average electricity figures from DESNZ 
showing that the annual GB average domestic household consumption is 3,239 kWh 
(January 2024). Final wind farm capacity will vary depending on the outcome of 
planning permission and the turbine selected. 
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2. Best Practice 
2.1 Overview  
The Applicant recognises the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local residents in development 
proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through to the construction 
and operation should the Applicant’s proposals obtain consent.  

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 – Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which advises that in 
order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone interested in the future 
development of the community, village, town, or city they live in, should understand the planning process. 
Developers are advised to involve residents at the earliest opportunity so that they can feel confident that 
engagement in the process has been meaningful: 

PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term “consultation” is used to mean the: 

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views and, 
normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms 
‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of 
effective relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence 
the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this document 
engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on a development plan or 
proposal which affects them; listening to what they say and reaching a decision in an open and transparent 
way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).” 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective engagement, 
stating: 

“Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development planning and 
decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory requirements, 
should be early, collaborative, meaningful and proportionate. Support or concern expressed on matters 
material to planning must be given careful consideration in the determination of development proposals.”  

The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way, including 
tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of importance vary, and 
the consultation programmes are designed to reflect that. 
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3. Local Context & 
Stakeholder Mapping.  

3.1 Overview 
Prior to undertaking formal consultation, the Applicant carried out desk-based research to identify Key 
Stakeholders to inform about the Proposed Development and consult with throughout the pre-application 
period. 
 

3.2 ‘Host’ Community Council 
In line with best practice the Applicant identified the following Community Council whose area was within 
the land on which the Proposed Development was situated: 
 

• Cree Valley Community Council 
 

3.3 Nearby Community Councils 
In addition to the ‘host’ Community Council, the Applicant identified the following Community Councils as 
being the next closest to the Proposed Development: 
 

• Kirkcowan Community Council; and 
• Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council 

 

3.4 Ward Councillors 
The Applicant also identified the following council ward (and their representatives) as being likely to have an 
interest in the Proposed Development: 
 

• Mid Galloway and Wigtown ward (Dumfries and Galloway Council) 
 

3.5 Constituency MSP and MP 
Furthermore, the Applicant identified the MSP for Midlothian Galloway and West Dumfries constituency, as 
well as the MP for the Dumfries and Galloway constituency as being likely to have an interest in the 
Proposed Development. The Applicant engaged with both Alister Jack MP, and John Cooper MP after he 
took office following the July 2024 General Election. 
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4. Project Launch 
On 26th July 2023, the Applicant submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion to Scottish Ministers via the 
Energy Consents Unit (ECU).  

On 13th November 2023, Scottish Ministers provided a Scoping Opinion, with an Addendum to the Scoping 
Opinion being issued on 6th February 2024. Copies of these letters are attached as Appendices 4.1 and 4.2 
in Volume 3 of the EIA Report, and are also available on the ECU website under reference ECU00004878. 

 

4.1 Preliminary Engagement  
In July 2023, the Applicant wrote to Key Stakeholders (Appendix 4.1) to inform them that the Applicant was 
in the early stages of developing a wind farm on the site. The letter advised that the Applicant had 
submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion to the Scottish Ministers. 

In addition, the Applicant participated in the Wigtown Show in August 2023 by sponsoring and taking an 
exhibition stand at the event. This provided a unique opportunity to informally engage with a broad cross-
section of the local community. The stand was designed to raise awareness about the operations of the 
Applicant and the Proposed Development, offering attendees the chance to be introduced to the proposals 
and ask questions. The well-attended local event served an excellent opportunity to introduce the Proposed 
Development in a relaxed environment, where a broad cross-section of the local community was in 
attendance.    
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5. Phase 1 Consultation. 
5.1 Overview  
Political stakeholders were informed about the first round of public consultation through a newsletter sent 
on 20 September 2023 (Appendix 5.1). Additionally, the Applicant distributed the newsletter to 4,176 
properties within a 15km radius of the site (Appendix 5.2). A social media graphic promoting the 
consultation was also shared with the Cree Valley Community Council (Appendix 5.3) who posted it on their 
social media pages. Posters were also provided to the community council which were displayed on the Cree 
Valley community noticeboard.  

In addition to writing to the aforementioned stakeholders, community councils and local residents, the 
Applicant placed an advert in the Galloway Gazette on the 22nd of September 2023 (Appendix 5.4).  

The Applicant also formed a dedicated project website (blairhill-windfarm.co.uk) at this stage of the 
project, which included an outline of the proposals, details of the consultation and contact details for the 
project team.  

The website was updated with relevant information throughout all stages of the project, including all 
consultation material.  

The in-person events were held at the below dates and locations: 

• Tuesday 3rd October 2023 | 3pm to 8pm | McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart, DG8 6EQ 
• Wednesday 4th October 2023 |3pm to 8pm | Lesser Hall, Wigtown, DG8 9JH 

 

In addition to consulting with the local community, the Applicant also engaged with various political 
stakeholders and community groups throughout the consultation period to introduce the project. These 
included a meeting with Cree Valley Community Council on 21 August 2023 on Zoom to introduce the 
project. The PowerPoint slides used at the meeting can be viewed in Appendix 5.5.  The Applicant also met 
with Emma Harper MSP on Microsoft Teams on 25 October 2023. PowerPoint slides presented by the 
Applicant at the meeting are available to view in Appendix 5.6. The Applicant then met with Councillors 
Katie Hagmann, David Inglis, and Richard Marsh in November 2023. The PowerPoint slides presented to the 
councillors are available to view in Appendix 5.7. The Applicant offered to meet with Kirkcowan Community 
Council and Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council to introduce the project, however no 
response was received.  

Once the Proposed Development became public, several enquiries were received. The Applicant responded 
by answering questions wherever possible and confirming details about the project, including details of the 
public consultation events planned for October. Additionally, the Applicant informed people about the 
newsletter mailing list, which they could join to stay updated and be notified of the October consultation 
events once details were confirmed. 

 

5.2 In-person exhibition events 
The first round of in-person consultation events were held in 2023, with sessions at McMillian Hall in 
Newton Stewart on Tuesday, 3rd October, and at the Lesser Hall in Wigtown on Wednesday, 4th October. 
Approximately four hundred visitors attended the events across both days.  

https://blairhill-windfarm.co.uk/


 

  9 

On display at both events were exhibition boards (Appendix 5.8), which provided an overview of the 
Proposed Development and the preliminary design. Copies of the exhibition boards were also available 
from the morning of the first event (3rd October) via the project website.  Hard copies or Braille copies of 
the exhibition boards were also available for anyone who requested this.  One Braille copy was requested 
by a local resident and was provided by the Applicant. 

The subject of the boards were: 

 

 

Alongside the exhibition boards, six projected viewpoints of the wind farm were shown at both consultation 
events along with a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) map - 15km (Appendix 5.9).  

The locations of these viewpoints were: 

• Viewpoint 2 - Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart 
• Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell/ Hill of Ochiltree 
• Viewpoint 7 –  Merrick  
• Viewpoint 8 – A75 near Creetown 
• Viewpoint 9 – Kirkcowan 
• Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road North of Wigtown 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1. About RES 2. About the Project 3. About the Project 4. Design Layout and 
Infrastructure

5. Environmental 
Considerations 6. Constraints Map 7. Environmental 

Considerations
8. Environmental 

Considerations

9. Have Your Say 10. Maximising Local 
Benefit

11. Maximising Local 
Benefit

12. The Need for 
Onshore Wind

13. Energy Security, 
Imporved performence 

and output, and Net 
zero carbon targets

14. Traffic and Access
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5.3 Survey Responses 
At the in-person exhibitions, and on the project website for the Proposed Development, visitors were 
invited to complete a survey asking a range of questions related to the scheme.  

A total of 260 feedback forms were completed during phase one of the consultation, with a summary of the 
answers received available below.  

A copy of the feedback form can be viewed in Appendix 5.10.  

Summary of Responses 

Q1.1 - How did you find out about our public exhibitions? 

 

Newsletter through 
the door , 33%

Word of Mouth, 52%

Advert in local 
newspaper, 2%

Project Website, 1%
Other, 12%
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Q1.2 - Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Blair 
Hill Wind Farm? 

 

Q1.3 - Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your 
understanding about the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm? 

 

 

 

 

Knew a lot
60%

Knew a little
38%

Knew very little
1%

Knew nothing at all
1%

Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your 
knowledge of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

A lot
15%

Quite a lot
31%

A little
24%

Very little
19%

Nothing at all
11%

Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel 
you have increased your understanding about the proposed 

Blair Hill Wind Farm?
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Q2.1 - How do you feel about the preliminary plans for Blair Hill Wind Farm? 

 

 

 

 

Q2.2 - What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of Blair Hill Wind Farm? 

 

 

 

 

I am supportive
4%

I am neutral
2%

I am opposed
93%

I don't like onshore 
wind farms in general

1%

How do you feel about the preliminary plans for Blair Hill 
Wind Farm?

I am happy with the 
proposed layout

3%

I am neutral towards 
the proposed layout

4%

I have concerns 
about the proposed 

layout
83%

I don't like onshore 
wind farms in general

10%

What do you think about the proposed preliminary design 
layout of Blair Hill Wind Farm
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Q3.1 - Within which Community Council area do you reside? 

 

 

 

 

Q4.1 - Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change emergency? 

 

 

I strongly agree
32%

I agree
49%

I don't know
2%

I disagree
12%

I strongly disagree
5%

Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change 
emergency?

Other
17%

Cree Valley
62%

Kirkcowan
3%

Wigtown
18%

Within which Community Council area do you reside?
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Q4.2 - Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our 
 reliance on fossil fuels, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

 

 

Q4.3 - Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to support greater energy 
independence and security for Scotland? 

 

 

I strongly agree
32%

I agree
49%

I don't know
2%

I disagree
12%

I strongly disagree
5%

Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable 
sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, can help 

towards tackling the issue of climate change?

I strongly agree
5%

I agree
12%

I don't know
6%

I disagree
27%

I strongly disagree
50%

Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms 
to support greater energy independence and security for 

Scotland?
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Q4.4 - Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to cut energy bills?

 

 

Images from the consultation events are below: 

   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I strongly agree
7% I agree

8%

I don't know
6%

I disagree
34%

I strongly disagree
45%

Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms 
to cut energy bills?
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5.4 Further Engagement  
During Phase 1 of the consultation, the Applicant showed a cognisance for the importance of actively 
responding to the concerns and suggestions raised by the local community and stakeholders. As a result, 
the Applicant took proactive steps to maximise the effectiveness of the consultation process, carrying out 
additional means of engagement to ensure a breadth of information was provided to the local community, 
in response to feedback and topics of discussion raised during the first set of exhibitions.  

 

Resident Visits 

In response to specific requests raised by residents, the Applicant arranged visits to meet with them in 
person. These visits provided an opportunity for direct dialogue, allowing the Applicant to address specific 
issues in a more personal and detailed manner. Following these visits, the Applicant provided further 
information to address any specific questions or requests for additional details made by the residents, 
where possible. 

Update Newsletters 

Throughout the consultation period, as outlined above, the Applicant produced a series of community 
newsletters. In December 2023 a newsletter (see Appendix 5.11) was produced to provide an update 
following the conclusion of the first round of exhibitions. This edition provided an update on the project, 
including a spotlight on the newly developed FAQ page on the website. The FAQ page was created in direct 
response to feedback received during the consultation and was designed to address the common 
questions and concerns raised by the community. Additionally, the newsletter informed residents of a 
separate call for information regarding private water supplies within 2km of the Proposed Development. 

Call for information on Private Water Supplies 

One of the key areas of concern raised during the consultation was the potential impact of the Proposed 
Development on private water supplies. In response, the Applicant organised a ‘call for information’, inviting 
residents to provide details of their private water supplies to assist in identifying all such supplies within the 
area. This initiative aimed to supplement the existing data gathered from Dumfries and Galloway Council, 
as well as the information obtained during the Private Water Supply Risk Assessment (see Technical 
Appendix 10.2 of the EIA Report) to ensure the most comprehensive data set possible.  

The newsletter above (see Appendix 5.11) informed local residents about this call for information and 
explained that, while the Applicant had already collected available supply data from the Council, additional 
input from the community would help enhance the accuracy of the data. As a result of this outreach, 13 
responses were received from local residents who participated in the call for information.   
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6. Community Liason Group 
(CLG).   
6.1 Overview 
In January 2024, the Applicant established a Community Liaison Group (CLG) as a dedicated platform for 
open dialogue and information exchange.  

This initiative was undertaken in direct response to feedback from the local community and elected 
representatives, emphasising the need for continued engagement beyond the initial exhibitions. The CLG 
was designed as an advanced platform for transparent communication and detailed discussions, ensuring 
that community representatives were actively heard, and their contributions could be directly integrated 
into the project development by the project team where possible. 

The CLG has exemplified a proactive and transparent approach to consultation with the local community, 
by facilitating open dialogue and detailed discussions. RES is committed to continuing this collaborative 
engagement by maintaining the CLG’s establishment beyond the pre-application phase, and into the post-
submission/construction phases. 

6.2 Formation and membership 
The CLG was formed with a diverse membership including locally elected representatives, community 
groups, and other key stakeholders. Direct invitations to local groups were issued in December 2023, with 
further sign ups encouraged via the December 2023 community newsletter.  

The membership includes: 

 Stakeholder  Type of Stakeholder   Number of Representatives  

 Cree Valley Community Council  Community Group   2 

 Kirkcowan Community Council  Community Group  2 

 Galloway and Wigtown West Ward Councillors  Elected 
Representatives  

 4  

 Ditch the Blair Hill Project  Community Group  2 

 Cree Valley Area Development Trust  Community Group  2 

 Machars and Cree Valley Climate Action Network  Community Group  1 

 Newton Stewart Initiative  Community Group  2 

 River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board  Community Group  1 

River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust  Community Group 1 
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An invite to join the CLG was declined by the stakeholders and community groups listed below: 

 Stakeholder  Type of Stakeholder  

 Ward Officer for Mid-Galloway and Wigtown West  Council Representative  

 Hands off our Hills  Community Group 

 The Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council Community Group 

 Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere  Charity 

 Southern Upland Partnership  Charity 

 South of Scotland Destination Alliance  Local Business 

 Galloway Fisheries Trust  Charity 

 The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds  Charity 

 

6.3 Meetings and Activities  
Thus far, the CLG has convened on the following dates: 

• 24th January 2024 | 7pm – 8:40pm 
• 27th February 2024 | 7pm – 9:10pm  
• 9th April 2024 | 7pm – 9pm 
• 18th June 2024 | 7pm – 9:30pm  
• 27th August 2024 | 7pm – 9.15pm 

All meetings have been held at the McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart.  

Rather than being selected by the Applicant, at the inaugural meeting, the CLG collectively agreed to 
appoint a representative from Ditch the Blair Hill Project (DTBHP) as Chair of the CLG. The CLG terms of 
reference were agreed at the February meeting and are published on the project’s dedicated website.  

Throughout the series of meetings, the Applicant has provided comprehensive administrative support, 
including facilitating each meeting and producing the agenda), arranging the attendance of guest speakers, 
and preparing and uploading meeting minutes to the website. 

Engagement and Contributions 

• Advance Questions: Members were given the opportunity to submit questions in advance of each 
meeting, as well as ask them during the meetings. RES provided written responses to these 
questions, which were included in the meeting minutes.  

• Guest Speakers: A number of guest speakers attended the meetings to deliver presentations on 
topics requested by the CLG. To date, the CLG has hosted presentations on cultural heritage 
considerations, wind farm construction and socio-economics and tourism. This provided an 
opportunity for technical consultants to introduce work relating to their specialism and relating to 
Blair Hill.  

Feedback and Suggestions 

Feedback from the CLG has had a significant impact on the project. For example: 

• Viewpoint Selection: The CLG played a significant role in selecting the viewpoints shown at the 
second round of exhibitions. They provided local knowledge on the suitability of proposed 
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viewpoints for the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), leading to changes in the final 
list of viewpoints. 

• LiDAR Survey: The CLG recommended the inclusion of a LiDAR survey as part of the heritage work 
pre construction, which the Applicant has agreed to.  

Documentation 

Minutes from all CLG meetings and the Terms of Reference can be found in (Appendix 6.1).  

  



 

  20 

7. Phase 2 Consultation. 
7.1 Overview 
Following Phase 1 of the consultation in October 2023, the Applicant engaged with the local community 
again through two further in-person consultation events in May 2024. These events were held to present 
and discuss the updated wind farm design based on the feedback received during the first phase of 
consultation and the results of site surveys and assessments. 

Political stakeholders and community groups were informed about Phase 2 of the consultation through a 
newsletter distributed via email on 10 May 2024 (Appendix 7.1). The newsletter was also distributed to 
4,120 properties within a 15km radius of the site. Additionally, a social media graphic promoting the 
consultation was shared with the Cree Valley Community Council (Appendix 7.2). 

The consultation events were advertised in the Galloway News on 10th May 2024 (Appendix 7.3), as 
feedback from the first round of consultation events indicated that the Galloway News had a wider 
readership compared to the Galloway Gazette. 

The in-person events were held at the below dates and locations: 

• Tuesday 21st May 2024 | 3pm to 8pm | McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart, DG8 6EQ 
• Wednesday 22nd May 2024 |3pm to 8pm |St Couans Hall, Kirkcowan, DG8 0HJ 

 
 

7.2 In-person exhibition events  
The second round of in-person consultation events was held at McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart on Tuesday 
21st May 2024, and at St Couans Hall, Kirkcowan on Wednesday 22nd May 2024. Approximately 330 
members of the local community attended the events over both days. 

Exhibition boards (Appendix 7.4) displayed at both events provided updates on the wind farm design and, 
where available, results from site surveys. Additionally, copies of these exhibition boards were made 
available on the project website starting from 21st May 2024. The subject of the boards were: 
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Alongside the exhibition boards, eight projected viewpoints of the wind farm were shown at both 
consultation events, further illustrating the modifications made to the project design (Appendix 7.5).  

The locations of these viewpoints were: 

• Viewpoint 2 - Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart 
• Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell/ Hill of Ochiltree 
• Viewpoint 6 – Cairnsmore of Fleet 
• Viewpoint 7 – Merrick  
• Viewpoint 8 – A75 near Creetown 
• Viewpoint 9 – Kirkcowan 
• Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road North of Wigtown 
• Viewpoint 20: Monigaff Parish Church  

 

In response to feedback received from the first round of public consultation events and the Community 
Liaison Group, which expressed interest in viewing the Proposed Development from various locations, a 
computer-generated fly-through video was created. This video, which shows the Proposed Development 
from several additional viewpoints based on the feedback provided, was showcased at the second round of 
consultation events. It is also available for viewing on the project website. 

A total of 180 feedback forms were completed during Phase 2 of the consultation, submitted both at the 
consultation events and online via the project's dedicated website. A copy of the feedback form is available 
in Appendix 7.6. 

7.3 Survey Responses 
180 completed feedback forms throughout phase 2 of the consultation, submitted both at the consultation 
event and online via the project’s dedicated website. The graph below illustrates the key themes raised 
within the feedback.   

 

1. Welcome 2. About RES 3. Onshore Wind 4. Project overview

5. Infrastructure -
updated design 6. Constraints 7. Enviromental 

Considerations
8. Enviromental 
Considerations 

9. Traffic and Transport 10. Tourism and socio-
economics

11. Landscape and 
visual

12. Cultural heritage & 
recreation 

enhancement 

13. Community 
Benefits

14. Environmental 
benefits 

15. Keeping the 
community informed 16. Next steps
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Q1.1 – How did you find out about our public exhibitions? 

 

 

Q1.2 – Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Blair 
Hill Wind Farm? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advert in local 
newspaper

1%

Word of mouth
26%

Newsletter through 
the door

42%

Other
25%

Project website
6%

How did you find out about our public exhibitions?

Knew a lot
33%

Knew quite a lot
44%

Knew a little
21%

Knew very little
1%

Knew nothing at all
1%

Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your 
knowledge of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?
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Q1.3 – What part of the public exhibition did you find most useful? 

 

 
Q1.4 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your 

understanding about the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibition 
information boards

27%

Visualisations 
(photomontages)

43%

Ability to ask RES 
questions

11%

Other
19%

What part of the public exhibition did you find most useful?

A lot
16%

Quite a lot
29%

A little
18%

Very little
16%

Nothing at all
21%

Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel 
you have increased your understanding about the proposed 

Blair Hill Wind Farm?
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Q2.1 – How do you feel in general about the Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal? 

 

 
Q2.2 – Please tick the subjects below which are of the most interest to you regarding the Blair Hill 

Wind Farm proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

I am supportive
4%

I am neutral
2%

I am opposed
93%

I don't like onshore 
wind farms in general

1%

How do you feel in general about the Blair Hill Wind Farm 
proposal?

0
20
40
60
80

100
120
140
160

Please tick the subjects below which are of the most 
interest to you regarding the Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal

Feedback / Answers
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Q3.1 – We have received a number of suggestions and welcome feedback on these suggestions 
regarding their importance to the community. Please tick one or more of the suggested 
initiatives below, if they are of interest to you. 

 

Q3.3 – Within which Community Council do you reside?

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

0
5

10
15
20
25
30

Support for new
sports kit /

qualified coaches
to support extra
curriculum clubs

Support for
community

facilities

Electricity
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Images from the consultation events are below: 
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8. Additional Engagment.  
In addition to the core consultation efforts, the Applicant engaged with the local community through a 
variety of supportive and interactive initiatives. These activities were designed to foster a deeper 
connection with the community and demonstrate a commitment to local involvement beyond formal 
consultation. 

8.1 Minigaff Primary School Visit  
In February 2024, the Applicant visited Minnigaff Primary School in Newton Stewart to deliver a 
presentation to Primary 1-5 pupils on the theme “People Who Help Us.” The presentation focused on the 
significance of renewable energy and its positive effects on local communities. The children showed great 
enthusiasm and engagement, participating actively in discussions about renewable energy, its various 
forms, and its environmental benefits. The presentation not only educated them on how renewable 
technology works but also provided insight into the roles of professionals in the renewable energy sector. 
This interactive session aimed to foster an early appreciation of sustainable practices and their importance 
for future generations. 

8.2 Donation to Community Projects 
In November 2023, the Applicant made a donation of £2,000 to support local community initiatives, 
including the Newton Stewart Christmas Light Group and the Cree Valley Area Development Trust (CVADT) 
Winter Wonderland Event. This contribution was intended to enhance the community celebrations, while 
demonstrating the Applicant’s commitment to supporting and enriching the local community beyond the 
scope of the primary project activities.  

8.3 Press Advertising 
The Applicant also engaged with the local community through strategic press advertising in the bi-monthly 
Wigtown newsletter, The Machars Observer. In the December 2023/January 2024 edition, the Applicant 
placed a full-colour back-page advertisement, as shown in Appendix 8.1.  

This was followed by a second full-page piece in the April/May/June 2024 edition (Appendix 8.2), which 
focused on the Applicant’s commitment to enhancing biodiversity within its previous wind farm projects, 
and its intention to replicate these efforts at the current site. These advertisements aimed to inform the 
community about the Applicant’s ongoing initiatives and reinforce their commitment to integrating 
biodiversity considerations into the project.  

8.4 John Cooper MP Meeting 
Following his election at the 2024 General Election, the Applicant met with the newly elected MP for 
Dumfries and Galloway, John Cooper MP on Friday 13th September 2024 to provide a detailed overview of 
the project since its launch in July 2023, covering both phases of consultation and discussing the 
establishment of the CLG. 
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9. Feedback and Applicants 
Response 
All feedback received during the all phases of the consultation has been considered by the Applicant 
throughout the design iteration and pre-planning stages of the Proposed Development. A summary of 
feedback, issues and concerns raised, together with the Applicant’s response to each can be found in 
below. 

There were 260 completed feedback forms throughout phase 1 of the consultation, submitted both at the 
consultation event and online via the Proposed Development’s dedicated website, and 180 completed 
feedback forms throughout phase 2 of the consultation. The table below shows the key themes raised 
within the feedback, and the Applicant’s response to these issues. 

Key Issue  Applicant Response 

Landscape and Visual Impact 

The most common area of 
feedback received focused on 
the landscape and visual 
aspect of the proposal. 

The Applicant recognises that the landscape and visual aspect of the 
Proposed Development was a key concern within the community and 
has sought to incorporate this feedback in the final design. 

Following the public exhibitions, the Applicant removed eight turbines 
from the layout design, reduced the tip height of 2 turbines to 210m 
(with the other turbines at a tip height of 250m) and revised the 
remaining turbine locations. One of the key drivers for this change, 
alongside minimising effects on heritage assets and sensitive habitats, 
was to reduce visibility from key viewpoints. This includes visibility 
from the Merrick being reduced from six turbines to two blade tips and 
reducing the overall spread of the wind farm from views in Wigtown 
and Newton Stewart. Additionally, these revisions have aimed to 
minimise the visibility of any necessary aviation lighting from within the 
Dark Sky Park.  

Landscape architects have undertaken extensive assessment work to 
inform the design development and turbine layout. Each turbine 
location has moved to varying degrees to refine the design and 
minimise impacts wherever possible. The Applicant is looking to 
achieve a design that strikes an acceptable balance between the 
visibility of the Proposed Development and its ability to generate 
significant amounts of renewable energy. Ultimately, the acceptability 
of this design will be assessed by the determining authority in relation 
to current energy policy and planning requirements having considered 
feedback from consultees as well as representations by members of 
the community and wider public. 

Tourism 

A large section of respondents 
referenced concerns over the 
impact that the proposed wind 
farm would have on the local 
area’s tourism industry.  

 

Research to date indicates that onshore wind development has had no 
adverse impact on the tourism industry in Scotland. However, an 
assessment is included within the S36 Application with specific regard 
as to whether the Blair Hill project will have any effect on tourism 
behaviour and the tourism economy. 

The assessment considers the potential effects that the Proposed 
Development could have on tourism, following a focused approach on 
effects related to the Galloway Dark Sky Park and key tourist 
attractions and recreation assets. For example, the assessment on the 
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Galloway Dark Sky Park found that whilst there may be localised 
impacts from the aviation lighting on a limited number of dark sky 
locations, it is unlikely that the presence of the Proposed Development 
would affect dark sky tourism as a whole in the area. 

The overall conclusions of the assessment found that the Proposed 
Development is not expected to affect local accommodation providers, 
recreational activities and tourism attractions.  

The BiGGAR Economics report: Wind Farms and Tourism Trends in 
Scotland (2021), found that while the capacity of wind farms had more 
than quadrupled over the study period, employment in tourism related 
sectors had increased by more than 20%. It found no relationship 
between tourism employment and wind farm development, at the 
level of the Scottish economy, across local authorities nor in the locality 
of wind farm sites. 

Ecology 

Many respondents focused on 
ecology in their feedback. 

 

 

Protecting and minimising any potential direct or indirect impacts on 
local wildlife and their habitats is of utmost importance and the 
Applicant takes this responsibility seriously. The Applicant has looked 
to mitigate any potential effects of the Proposed Development during 
construction and operation on the habitats and protected species that 
are found to be present or active within the site. 

Extensive ecological surveys have been completed across the site for 
habitats, protected species and fish. The survey findings show that the 
habitats are a mix of areas of commercial conifer plantation and a 
mosaic of common upland vegetation types which are grazed by 
livestock, including areas of acid and marshy grasslands, bracken, wet 
heath, and bog. 

The protected species surveys indicate the presence of otter, badger, 
bats, reptiles and potentially pine marten at, or in close proximity to, 
the site. The fisheries surveys indicated many of the suitable 
watercourses on and around the site contained brown trout, with one 
watercourse downstream having low numbers of Atlantic salmon. The 
design of the wind farm has included avoidance and buffering from 
key features. 

The design of the wind farm has included appropriate buffers on 
known breeding sites for barn owl and lek sites for black grouse. 

Updated proposals include a Biodiversity Enhancement and 
Management Plan that could include Broadleaved woodland creation, 
Peatland Restoration and Bracken Control/Native Scrub Creation.  

Heritage Assets 

A significant proportion of 
respondents referenced the 
impact that the development 
would have on protected 
historical monuments. 

 

 

 

Within, or directly adjacent to, the site there are six Scheduled 
Monuments: Dalvaird Cairn (SM1015), Drumfern Cairn and Stone Circle 
(SM1019), Napper’s Cottage Cairn (SM5676), The Thieves, Standing 
Stone (SM1044), Cordorcan Cairn (SM10385) and Garlies Castle 
(SM7916). Feedback from Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and 
Dumfries and Galloway Council, as well as comments from the public 
consultation, have significantly influenced the final design. The design 
has been revised to include a larger set back distance from Scheduled 
Monuments to avoid any adverse impacts on the integrity of their 
settings. Amongst other changes, the two turbines closest to Garlies 
Castle has been removed, as well as the four turbines closest to 
Dalvaird cairn. 

In addition to these design considerations, the Applicant is actively 
exploring enhancement proposals to improve public accessibility to the 
heritage assets within the site. This could be achieved through a 
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network of new and upgraded footpaths, forming a signposted 
heritage trail throughout the site. The Applicant believes that this 
initiative will unlock the site's heritage, promoting awareness and a 
better understanding of the historic environment for both the local 
community and visitors alike. 

Noise 

A significant proportion of 
respondents referenced the 
noise that would be generated 
by the wind farm 

 

 

The acoustic profile of the turbines is one of many important 
considerations that has been assessed and carefully managed as part 
of the site design. The design process has ensured that the Proposed 
Development doesn’t exceed the strict acoustic limits which will be set 
within the planning conditions should consent be granted. These limits 
correspond to existing background acoustic levels typical in the local 
area, which will control the wind farm acoustics in relation to nearby 
residential properties. 

Operation and construction acoustic assessments and prediction have 
been undertaken in accordance with the relevant standards, current 
assessment methodologies and best practice as determined by the 
regulatory bodies, which include Dumfries and Galloway Council, the 
Scottish Government and the UK Institute of Acoustics. 

In consultation with Dumfries and Galloway Council, we have 
undertaken a background noise survey at a number of locations 
around the site to establish the existing background sound levels. 
Appropriate noise limits were calculated through analysis of baseline 
conditions and the criteria set specified by the ETSU-R-97 guidelines. 
These limits will be agreed with the regulatory authority, and the site 
will be required to comply with these strict noise limits set within 
planning conditions. 

A sound propagation model was used to predict the noise levels due to 
the proposed wind farm at nearby residential properties over a range 
of wind speeds. The predicted operational noise levels are within noise 
limits at nearby residential properties at all considered wind speeds. 
Therefore the Proposed Development complies with the relevant 
guidance on wind farm noise. 

 

Aviation Lighting 

Several respondents 
referenced the aviation 
lighting as a key issue related 
to the wind farm proposals 

 

The Applicant appreciates concerns raised about the impacts of 
aviation lighting on the Dark Sky Park. We have agreed a reduced 
lighting strategy with the Civil Aviation Authority that means only six 
out of 14 turbines would need to be lit. Technologies are being 
developed that include the ability to turn on the lights only when 
aircraft are approaching the wind farm, and RES is committed to using 
new technology as it becomes available to reduce impacts further. 

Decisions to the layout design have sought to reduce potential visibility 
of any required aviation lighting from within the Dark Sky Park. 

The red aviation lighting currently used is designed to focus the light 
across and upwards for the attention of aircraft rather than downward 
to those at ground level. The light intensity varies in response to 
weather conditions and visibility – with lighting dimmed to 10% of their 
intensity in good visibility but maximised in cloudy or foggy weather. In 
some instances, infra-red lighting may be possible which is invisible to 
the naked eye. The proposed lighting strategy will be presented in the 
planning application, which will also include a night-time visual impact 
assessment, visualisations and Zone of Theoretical Visibility showing 
the extents of visibility of the agreed aviation lighting scheme. 
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10. Post-submission 
engagement. 
10.1 Ongoing engagement 
The Applicant is committed to maintaining active and ongoing engagement with local stakeholders 
throughout the entirety of the application process. This commitment extends beyond the initial submission 
phase and encompasses continuous interaction and communication to ensure transparency throughout 
the project’s lifespan.  

To support this ongoing engagement, the Applicant will host two post-submission information sessions, as 
detailed below. Additionally, regular meetings of the CLG will continue throughout the lifespan of the 
application, ensuring consistent communication and involvement from the community and political 
stakeholders.  

 

10.2 Post-submission information sessions 
The Applicant will be presenting the final design of the wind farm at two information drop-in sessions in 
Newton Stewart and Wigtown. These events will offer an opportunity to see how The Applicant has 
incorporated feedback from the local community to shape the final design of the wind farm. On display at 
the sessions will be a series of exhibition boards and projected viewpoints that were submitted as part of 
the Section 36 application.  

Members of the project team, including a number of technical consultants, will be on hand to discuss the 
project and answer any questions the community may have. Details on the locations and times of these 
events will be shared on the project website and in newsletters sent to households. 

The information presented will also be available to view on the dedicated project website. 
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11. Conclusion. 
11.1 Concluding statement 
From the outset, the Applicant has been dedicated to engaging with the local community and stakeholders, 
ensuring a thorough and inclusive consultation process for the Proposed Development.  

While not mandated by statute for a Section 36 application, the Applicant has actively pursued and 
exceeded best practices in the community engagement and public consultation, as evidenced by the two 
extensive rounds of public consultation and the establishment of the Community Liaison Group.  

The Applicant extends sincere appreciation to those who participated in the in-person public exhibitions, 
reviewed the proposals online, and provided valuable feedback via email and telephone. The feedback 
received has been invaluable, directly influencing and shaping the project’s design in significant ways. In 
response to community feedback, the Applicant made substantial revisions, including reducing the number 
of proposed turbines from 22 to 14, with two turbines at a reduced tip height of 210 metres and the 
remaining 12 at 250 metres. Furthermore, the locations of each turbine have been carefully adjusted to 
minimise potential impacts and better align with community expectations.  

These modifications underscore the Applicant’s commitment to ensuring that the development is 
responsive to local needs and priorities. By integrating community feedback into the project’s design, the 
Applicant has not only met regulatory requirements but also demonstrated a genuine commitment to 
creating a development that reflects the concerns and values of the local community. This collaborative 
approach has resulted in a scheme that is both environmentally and socially considerate, highlighting the 
meaningful impact of the consultation process on the final design 
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12. Appendices. 
4.1 Introductory Stakeholder Email 
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5.1 Phase 1 Consultation 
Newsletter (September 
2023) 
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5.2 Phase 1 Consultation 
Newsletter Mailout Radius 
(September 2023)  
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5.3 Social Media Graphic 
Sent to Cree Valley 
Community Council to 
Advertise Consultation  
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5.4 Galloway Gazette 
Advertisement (September 
2023)  
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5.5 PowerPoint Slides from 
Meeting with CVCC (August 
2023)  
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5.6 PowerPoint Slides from 
meeting with Emma Harper 
MSP (October 2023)  
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5.7 PowerPoint Slides from 
meeting with Mid Galloway 
and Wigtown Ward 
Councillors (November 
2023)  
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5.8 October 2023 
Consultation Boards 
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