._\.
o

cavenc il

Insight. Influence. Creativity.



Contents.

1. BaCK8rouNnd.........ceeueeeeemeennennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnsnsnnssssssssssssnssssssssssssssssssssnnnes 4
2. Best Practice ....coouueeeiiiiiiiinnnniiiiiiiiininiceininnninecccnssseeeessssenns 5
3. Local Context & Stakeholder Mapping. .......cccceceeeeeenneeennnnnnneennnnnnns 6
4, [ e =To1 AN I TUT 4 Vo o IS 7
5. Phase 1 Consultation. ........ccceeeeiiiiiiiiineeeiinniiineeeeneeees s 8
6. Community Liason Group (CLG). ...ccccccvveeeerrrriiccssneeessssscsssnnneennnns 17
7. Phase 2 Consultation. ........cccceeeeiiiiiiiiineeeeiinniieee e 20
8. Additional Engagment. .....cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinnnnnssssssssssssssssssssns 27
9. Feedback and Applicants ReSPONSE ........ccccccceneeennnnnnnenennsnnsnnnnnns 28
10. Post-submission engagement. .........cccccceeeneennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnennnnnnnne. 31
11. CoNClUSION. ceeiiiiiiiieereti e 32
12. Y e o110 e [ o= 33
4.1 Introductory Stakeholder EMail .........ccccecuuueuennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnennnnnnenessnnnnnen 33
5.1 Phase 1 Consultation Newsletter (September 2023).........cccccueeerrenneee 35

5.2 Phase 1 Consultation Newsletter Mailout Radius (September 2023) .. 38

5.3 Social Media Graphic Sent to Cree Valley Community Council to

Advertise CONSUItAtioN ......ccceeeiiiiiiiiiiineneiiiniiiisnerenninssseeess s sssssesesseas 39
5.4 Galloway Gazette Advertisement (September 2023) ........cccceeveeeeeeeeee 41
5.5 PowerPoint Slides from Meeting with CVCC (August 2023)................. 42

CAVENDISH



5.6 PowerPoint Slides from meeting with Emma Harper MSP (October
2023) 51

5.7 PowerPoint Slides from meeting with Mid Galloway and Wigtown

Ward Councillors (November 2023) ........cccccccerrnnnnnnnnennnsssnnsssssssssssssssssssnnns 58
5.8 October 2023 Consultation Boards........cccceeeeiiisueeiiiisneeiiisinenniisneenninnne 64
5.9 October 2023 Projected VieWpPOoints......cccceeeieieeiiieininnneeenneneeeeeeeeeeeeenn 68
5.10 October 2023 Feedback FOrm..........ccccvvueeeeiiiiiiiiineeeeiniiinssneeeennnnna, 71
5.11 December 2023 Project Newsletter......ccccccvvviiieiiriniiniinnnnennnnnnnnnennnnnn 76
6.1 CLG Terms of Reference and Meetings Minutes.......ccccccevveeeeienenennnnnnns 80
7.1 April 2024 NeWSIEer ....ccccvviiieiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiiieiieiiieeeneeeeeeeeneeeeeeneeeeeeeen 153

7.2 Social Media Graphic Sent to Cree Valley Community Council to

Advertise ConsUltation .........cccevvveeiiiiieeiiiiiieinie 155
7.3 Galloway News Advertisement (May 2024) .......cccceeeeieeeeeneeeeneeeneenenns 156
7.4 May 2024 Exhibition Boards..........cccceeeeeeiiinnniinininnnnininnnninnnnnennneennnn, 157
7.5 May 2024 Exhibitions VIEWPOINtS ........cceeeeeerieininninininnnnennennnneeeennennnn, 161
7.6 May 2024 Feedback FOrm .........cccevveieeiiiininniinnininninniinnnnnnninnennnennn, 163
8.1 December 23 / January 24 Machars Observer.........ccccceceeeeevveerccnneens 169
8.2 April / May / June 24 Machars ObServer.........cccceeveeeeerrneeeecssneeeecsnnens 170

CAVENDISH



1. Background

1.1 Introduction

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report was prepared by Cavendish Consulting to explain, in detail,
the consultation activity undertaken by Renewable Energy Systems Ltd (RES) (the Applicant) in relation to
the construction and operation of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm (‘the Proposed Development’) which
includes up to 14 turbines and associated infrastructure, located approximately 2.7km north of Newton
Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

The Proposed Development will comprise up to 14 turbines resulting in an overall site generating capacity
of approximately 92.4 MW. This is enough to power around 115,700 homes' annually with clean, low-cost
electricity. The associated infrastructure will include site access, access tracks, crane hardstand areas,
underground cabling, on-site substation and control building, transformers and related switchgear,
temporary construction compounds, laydown area, potential excavations/borrow workings and temporary
concrete batching plant. The components and layout of the Proposed Development are indicated in Figure
1.2 of the EIA Report.

With a generating capacity over 50MW, the Proposed Development is subject to Section 36 of the Electricity
Act 1989, administered by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU). A full Planning Application has been submitted
to the ECU and this report has been produced to accompany the formal application.

Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied the principles of
the consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications as set out in The Town and
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2022 and Planning Circular
3:2022-Development Management Procedures. This enables the local community and all those with an
interest in the proposals a clear opportunity to view the proposals, and importantly comment and
feedback.

This PAC Report details the comments and feedback received from the public exhibitions and local
community meetings, as well as those received through a wider community engagement programme. In
addition, the PAC Report also illustrates how the Applicant has responded to these comments from
members of the public and community groups, and where relevant how these have helped shape and
inform the Proposed Development.

1 Calculated by taking the predicted annual electricity generation of the site (based on
predicted site generation capacity of 92.4 MW), together with RES’ predicted capacity
factor of 46.3% and dividing this by the annual average electricity figures from DESNZ
showing that the annual GB average domestic household consumption is 3,239 kWh
(January 2024). Final wind farm capacity will vary depending on the outcome of
planning permission and the turbine selected.
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2. Best Practice

2.1 Overview

The Applicant recognises the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local residents in development
proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through to the construction
and operation should the Applicant’s proposals obtain consent.

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 - Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which advises that in
order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone interested in the future
development of the community, village, town, or city they live in, should understand the planning process.
Developers are advised to involve residents at the earliest opportunity so that they can feel confident that
engagement in the process has been meaningful:

PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term “consultation” is used to mean the:

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views and,
normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms
‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of
effective relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence
the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this document
engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on a development plan or
proposal which affects them, listening to what they say and reaching a decision in an open and transparent
way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).”

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective engagement,
stating:

“Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development planning and
decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory requirements,
should be early, collaborative, meaningful and proportionate. Support or concern expressed on matters
material to planning must be given careful consideration in the determination of development proposals.”

The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way, including

tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of importance vary, and
the consultation programmes are designed to reflect that.
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3. Local Context &
Stakeholder Mapping.

3.1 Overview

Prior to undertaking formal consultation, the Applicant carried out desk-based research to identify Key
Stakeholders to inform about the Proposed Development and consult with throughout the pre-application

period.

3.2 ‘Host’ Community Council

In line with best practice the Applicant identified the following Community Council whose area was within
the land on which the Proposed Development was situated:

e Cree Valley Community Council

3.3 Nearby Community Councils

In addition to the ‘host’ Community Council, the Applicant identified the following Community Councils as

being the next closest to the Proposed Development:

e  Kirkcowan Community Council; and
e Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council

3.4 Ward Councillors

The Applicant also identified the following council ward (and their representatives) as being likely to have an
interest in the Proposed Development:

e Mid Galloway and Wigtown ward (Dumfries and Galloway Council)

3.5 Constituency MSP and MP

Furthermore, the Applicant identified the MSP for Midlothian Galloway and West Dumfries constituency, as
well as the MP for the Dumfries and Galloway constituency as being likely to have an interest in the
Proposed Development. The Applicant engaged with both Alister Jack MP, and John Cooper MP after he
took office following the July 2024 General Election.
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4. Project Launch

On 26t July 2023, the Applicant submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion to Scottish Ministers via the
Energy Consents Unit (ECU).

On 13t November 2023, Scottish Ministers provided a Scoping Opinion, with an Addendum to the Scoping
Opinion being issued on 6 February 2024. Copies of these letters are attached as Appendices 4.1 and 4.2
in Volume 3 of the EIA Report, and are also available on the ECU website under reference ECU00004878.

4.1 Preliminary Engagement

In July 2023, the Applicant wrote to Key Stakeholders (Appendix 4.1) to inform them that the Applicant was
in the early stages of developing a wind farm on the site. The letter advised that the Applicant had
submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion to the Scottish Ministers.

In addition, the Applicant participated in the Wigtown Show in August 2023 by sponsoring and taking an
exhibition stand at the event. This provided a unique opportunity to informally engage with a broad cross-
section of the local community. The stand was designed to raise awareness about the operations of the
Applicant and the Proposed Development, offering attendees the chance to be introduced to the proposals
and ask questions. The well-attended local event served an excellent opportunity to introduce the Proposed
Development in a relaxed environment, where a broad cross-section of the local community was in
attendance.
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5. Phase 1 Consultation.

5.1 Overview

Political stakeholders were informed about the first round of public consultation through a newsletter sent
on 20 September 2023 (Appendix 5.1). Additionally, the Applicant distributed the newsletter to 4,176
properties within a 15km radius of the site (Appendix 5.2). A social media graphic promoting the
consultation was also shared with the Cree Valley Community Council (Appendix 5.3) who posted it on their
social media pages. Posters were also provided to the community council which were displayed on the Cree
Valley community noticeboard.

In addition to writing to the aforementioned stakeholders, community councils and local residents, the
Applicant placed an advert in the Galloway Gazette on the 229 of September 2023 (Appendix 5.4).

The Applicant also formed a dedicated project website (blairhill-windfarm.co.uk) at this stage of the
project, which included an outline of the proposals, details of the consultation and contact details for the
project team.

The website was updated with relevant information throughout all stages of the project, including all
consultation material.

The in-person events were held at the below dates and locations:

. Tuesday 3¢ October 2023 | 3pm to 8pm | McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart, DG8 6EQ
o Wednesday 4th October 2023 |3pm to 8pm | Lesser Hall, Wigtown, DGS8 9JH

In addition to consulting with the local community, the Applicant also engaged with various political
stakeholders and community groups throughout the consultation period to introduce the project. These
included a meeting with Cree Valley Community Council on 21 August 2023 on Zoom to introduce the
project. The PowerPoint slides used at the meeting can be viewed in Appendix 5.5. The Applicant also met
with Emma Harper MSP on Microsoft Teams on 25 October 2023. PowerPoint slides presented by the
Applicant at the meeting are available to view in Appendix 5.6. The Applicant then met with Councillors
Katie Hagmann, David Inglis, and Richard Marsh in November 2023. The PowerPoint slides presented to the
councillors are available to view in Appendix 5.7. The Applicant offered to meet with Kirkcowan Community
Council and Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council to introduce the project, however no
response was received.

Once the Proposed Development became public, several enquiries were received. The Applicant responded
by answering questions wherever possible and confirming details about the project, including details of the
public consultation events planned for October. Additionally, the Applicant informed people about the
newsletter mailing list, which they could join to stay updated and be notified of the October consultation
events once details were confirmed.

5.2 In-person exhibition events

The first round of in-person consultation events were held in 2023, with sessions at McMillian Hall in
Newton Stewart on Tuesday, 3™ October, and at the Lesser Hall in Wigtown on Wednesday, 4" October.
Approximately four hundred visitors attended the events across both days.
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On display at both events were exhibition boards (Appendix 5.8), which provided an overview of the
Proposed Development and the preliminary design. Copies of the exhibition boards were also available
from the morning of the first event (37 October) via the project website. Hard copies or Braille copies of
the exhibition boards were also available for anyone who requested this. One Braille copy was requested
by a local resident and was provided by the Applicant.

The subject of the boards were:

4. Design Layout and
Infrastructure

1. About RES 2. About the Project 3. About the Project

. Environmental - 7. Environmental 8. Environmental
. . 6. Constraints Map : . : .
Considerations Considerations Considerations

10. Maximising Local 11. Maximising Local 12. The Need for

9. Have Your Say Benefit Benefit Onshore Wind

13. Energy Security,
Imporved performence
and output, and Net
zero carbon targets

14. Traffic and Access

Alongside the exhibition boards, six projected viewpoints of the wind farm were shown at both consultation
events along with a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) map - 15km (Appendix 5.9).

The locations of these viewpoints were:

e Viewpoint 2 - Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart

e Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell/ Hill of Ochiltree

e Viewpoint 7 - Merrick

e Viewpoint 8 - A75 near Creetown

e Viewpoint 9 - Kirkcowan

e Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road North of Wigtown
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5.3 Survey Responses

At the in-person exhibitions, and on the project website for the Proposed Development, visitors were

invited to complete a survey asking a range of questions related to the scheme.

A total of 260 feedback forms were completed during phase one of the consultation, with a summary of the

answers received available below.
A copy of the feedback form can be viewed in Appendix 5.10.
Summary of Responses

Q1.1 - How did you find out about our public exhibitions?

Other, 12%

Project Website, 1%

Advert in local \
newspaper, 2%

_\\

Word of Mouth, 52%

TN

10

Newsletter through
the door, 33%
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Q1.2 - Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Blair
Hill Wind Farm?

Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your
knowledge of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

_\

Knew nothing at all

Knew very little
1%

1%

Knew a lot
60%

Knew a little
38%

Q1.3 - Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your
understanding about the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel
you have increased your understanding about the proposed
Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Nothing at all

1% 0000

Alot
15%

Very little
19%

Quite a lot

L 3%

Alittle___——————
24%
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Q2.1 - How do you feel about the preliminary plans for Blair Hill Wind Farm?

How do you feel about the preliminary plans for Blair Hill
Wind Farm?
| am supportive

| don't like onshore 4%

wind farms in general
\ | am neutral

1%
2%

—_—

~ ——__lam opposed
93%

Q2.2 - What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of Blair Hill Wind Farm?

What do you think about the proposed preliminary design
layout of Blair Hill Wind Farm o000 with the

proposed layout
3%

\| am neutral towards

the proposed layout
4%

I don't like onshore

wind farms in general
10%

| have concerns
about the proposed
layout

83%

e
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Q3.1 - Within which Community Council area do you reside?

Within which Community Council area do you reside?

Wigtown

18% O\

Kirkcowan —
3%

\Other

17%

Cree Valley

e
62%

Q4.1 - Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change emergency?

Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change
emergency?

—

| strongly disagree
5%

\I strongly agree

32%

| disagree

L2 \
I don't know __—
2%

lagree "N
49%
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Q4.2 - Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our
reliance on fossil fuels, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable
sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, can help
towards tackling the issue of climate change?

| strongly disagree

| disagree _— 5%
12% \
I don't know __— \
2% | strongly agree
? 32%

| agree
49%

Q4.3 - Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to support greater energy
independence and security for Scotland?

Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms
to support greater energy independence and security for
Scotland?

| strongly agree

5% \

| agree

1%

~_ ldon't know
. 6%
| strongly disagree

50%

| disagree
27%

_——
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Q4.4 - Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to cut energy bills?

Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms
to cut energy bills?

| strongly agree
7% | agree

8%

| don't know
6%

| strongly disagree
45%

| disagree
34%

Images from the consultation events are below:
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5.4 Further Engagement

During Phase 1 of the consultation, the Applicant showed a cognisance for the importance of actively
responding to the concerns and suggestions raised by the local community and stakeholders. As a result,
the Applicant took proactive steps to maximise the effectiveness of the consultation process, carrying out
additional means of engagement to ensure a breadth of information was provided to the local community,
in response to feedback and topics of discussion raised during the first set of exhibitions.

Resident Visits

In response to specific requests raised by residents, the Applicant arranged visits to meet with them in
person. These visits provided an opportunity for direct dialogue, allowing the Applicant to address specific
issues in a more personal and detailed manner. Following these visits, the Applicant provided further
information to address any specific questions or requests for additional details made by the residents,
where possible.

Update Newsletters

Throughout the consultation period, as outlined above, the Applicant produced a series of community
newsletters. In December 2023 a newsletter (see Appendix 5.11) was produced to provide an update
following the conclusion of the first round of exhibitions. This edition provided an update on the project,
including a spotlight on the newly developed FAQ page on the website. The FAQ page was created in direct
response to feedback received during the consultation and was designed to address the common
questions and concerns raised by the community. Additionally, the newsletter informed residents of a
separate call for information regarding private water supplies within 2km of the Proposed Development.

Call for information on Private Water Supplies

One of the key areas of concern raised during the consultation was the potential impact of the Proposed
Development on private water supplies. In response, the Applicant organised a ‘call for information’, inviting
residents to provide details of their private water supplies to assist in identifying all such supplies within the
area. This initiative aimed to supplement the existing data gathered from Dumfries and Galloway Council,
as well as the information obtained during the Private Water Supply Risk Assessment (see Technical
Appendix 10.2 of the EIA Report) to ensure the most comprehensive data set possible.

The newsletter above (see Appendix 5.11) informed local residents about this call for information and
explained that, while the Applicant had already collected available supply data from the Council, additional
input from the community would help enhance the accuracy of the data. As a result of this outreach, 13
responses were received from local residents who participated in the call for information.
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6. Community Liason Group
(CLG).

6.1 Overview

In January 2024, the Applicant established a Community Liaison Group (CLG) as a dedicated platform for
open dialogue and information exchange.

This initiative was undertaken in direct response to feedback from the local community and elected
representatives, emphasising the need for continued engagement beyond the initial exhibitions. The CLG
was designed as an advanced platform for transparent communication and detailed discussions, ensuring
that community representatives were actively heard, and their contributions could be directly integrated
into the project development by the project team where possible.

The CLG has exemplified a proactive and transparent approach to consultation with the local community,
by facilitating open dialogue and detailed discussions. RES is committed to continuing this collaborative
engagement by maintaining the CLG's establishment beyond the pre-application phase, and into the post-
submission/construction phases.

6.2 Formation and membership

The CLG was formed with a diverse membership including locally elected representatives, community
groups, and other key stakeholders. Direct invitations to local groups were issued in December 2023, with
further sign ups encouraged via the December 2023 community newsletter.

The membership includes:

Cree Valley Community Council Community Group 2
Kirkcowan Community Council Community Group
Galloway and Wigtown West Ward Councillors Elected 4
Representatives

Ditch the Blair Hill Project Community Group 2
Cree Valley Area Development Trust Community Group 2
Machars and Cree Valley Climate Action Network [ Community Group 1
Newton Stewart Initiative Community Group 2
River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board Community Group 1
River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust Community Group 1
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An invite to join the CLG was declined by the stakeholders and community groups listed below:

Ward Officer for Mid-Galloway and Wigtown West Council Representative
Hands off our Hills Community Group
The Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council Community Group
Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere Charity

Southern Upland Partnership Charity

South of Scotland Destination Alliance Local Business
Galloway Fisheries Trust Charity

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds Charity

6.3 Meetings and Activities

Thus far, the CLG has convened on the following dates:

e 24™Mjanuary 2024 | 7pm - 8:40pm
e 27" February 2024 | 7pm - 9:10pm
e 9™ April 2024 | 7pm - 9pm

e 18MJjune 2024 | 7pm - 9:30pm

o 27 August 2024 | 7pm - 9.15pm

All meetings have been held at the McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart.

Rather than being selected by the Applicant, at the inaugural meeting, the CLG collectively agreed to
appoint a representative from Ditch the Blair Hill Project (DTBHP) as Chair of the CLG. The CLG terms of
reference were agreed at the February meeting and are published on the project’s dedicated website.

Throughout the series of meetings, the Applicant has provided comprehensive administrative support,
including facilitating each meeting and producing the agenda), arranging the attendance of guest speakers,
and preparing and uploading meeting minutes to the website.

Engagement and Contributions

e Advance Questions: Members were given the opportunity to submit questions in advance of each
meeting, as well as ask them during the meetings. RES provided written responses to these
questions, which were included in the meeting minutes.

e Guest Speakers: A number of guest speakers attended the meetings to deliver presentations on
topics requested by the CLG. To date, the CLG has hosted presentations on cultural heritage
considerations, wind farm construction and socio-economics and tourism. This provided an
opportunity for technical consultants to introduce work relating to their specialism and relating to
Blair Hill.

Feedback and Suggestions
Feedback from the CLG has had a significant impact on the project. For example:

e Viewpoint Selection: The CLG played a significant role in selecting the viewpoints shown at the
second round of exhibitions. They provided local knowledge on the suitability of proposed
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viewpoints for the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), leading to changes in the final
list of viewpoints.

e LiDAR Survey: The CLG recommended the inclusion of a LiDAR survey as part of the heritage work
pre construction, which the Applicant has agreed to.

Documentation

Minutes from all CLG meetings and the Terms of Reference can be found in (Appendix 6.1).
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7. Phase 2 Consultation.

7.1 Overview

Following Phase 1 of the consultation in October 2023, the Applicant engaged with the local community
again through two further in-person consultation events in May 2024. These events were held to present
and discuss the updated wind farm design based on the feedback received during the first phase of

consultation and the results of site surveys and assessments.

Political stakeholders and community groups were informed about Phase 2 of the consultation through a
newsletter distributed via email on 10 May 2024 (Appendix 7.1). The newsletter was also distributed to
4,120 properties within a 15km radius of the site. Additionally, a social media graphic promoting the
consultation was shared with the Cree Valley Community Council (Appendix 7.2).

The consultation events were advertised in the Galloway News on 10th May 2024 (Appendix 7.3), as
feedback from the first round of consultation events indicated that the Galloway News had a wider
readership compared to the Galloway Gazette.

The in-person events were held at the below dates and locations:

. Tuesday 215t May 2024 | 3pm to 8pm | McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart, DG8 6EQ
. Wednesday 22"¢ May 2024 |3pm to 8pm |St Couans Hall, Kirkcowan, DG8 OH]

7.2 In-person exhibition events

The second round of in-person consultation events was held at McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart on Tuesday
21st May 2024, and at St Couans Hall, Kirkcowan on Wednesday 22nd May 2024. Approximately 330
members of the local community attended the events over both days.

Exhibition boards (Appendix 7.4) displayed at both events provided updates on the wind farm design and,
where available, results from site surveys. Additionally, copies of these exhibition boards were made
available on the project website starting from 21st May 2024. The subject of the boards were:
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1. Welcome

5. Infrastructure -
updated design

9. Traffic and Transport

13. Community
Benefits

2. About RES

6. Constraints

10. Tourism and socio-
economics

14. Environmental
benefits

3. Onshore Wind

7. Enviromental
Considerations

11. Landscape and
visual

15. Keeping the

4. Project overview

8. Enviromental
Considerations

12. Cultural heritage &
recreation
enhancement

16. Next steps

community informed

Alongside the exhibition boards, eight projected viewpoints of the wind farm were shown at both
consultation events, further illustrating the modifications made to the project design (Appendix 7.5).

The locations of these viewpoints were:

e Viewpoint 2 - Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart

e Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell/ Hill of Ochiltree

e Viewpoint 6 - Cairnsmore of Fleet

e Viewpoint 7 - Merrick

e Viewpoint 8 - A75 near Creetown

e Viewpoint 9 - Kirkcowan

e Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road North of Wigtown
e Viewpoint 20: Monigaff Parish Church

In response to feedback received from the first round of public consultation events and the Community
Liaison Group, which expressed interest in viewing the Proposed Development from various locations, a
computer-generated fly-through video was created. This video, which shows the Proposed Development
from several additional viewpoints based on the feedback provided, was showcased at the second round of
consultation events. It is also available for viewing on the project website.

A total of 180 feedback forms were completed during Phase 2 of the consultation, submitted both at the
consultation events and online via the project's dedicated website. A copy of the feedback form is available
in Appendix 7.6.

7.3 Survey Responses

180 completed feedback forms throughout phase 2 of the consultation, submitted both at the consultation
event and online via the project’s dedicated website. The graph below illustrates the key themes raised
within the feedback.
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Q1.1 - How did you find out about our public exhibitions?

How did you find out about our public exhibitions?

Advert in local
newspaper
1%

Project website

\
6%

Other/

25%

)\ — Word of mouth
26%

Newsletter through
the door
42%

el

Q1.2 - Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Blair
Hill Wind Farm?

Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your
knowledge of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

NIGRLR l'ttle Knew nothing at all

1%

\ Knew a lot

33%

Knew a Iittle
21%

1%
Knew quite a lot
44%
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Q1.3 - What part of the public exhibition did you find most useful?

What part of the public exhibition did you find most useful?

Other
19%

Ability toask RES
questions
11%

Exhibition
A information boards

27%

Visualisations
~—————__ (photomontages)
43%

Q1.4 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your
understanding about the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel
you have increased your understanding about the proposed
Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Alot
16%

Nothing at all

2% 4

Very little

16%
’ Quite a lot

29%

A little
18%

— -
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Q2.1 - How do you feel in general about the Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal?

How do you feel in general about the Blair Hill Wind Farm
proposal?
| am supportive

| don't like onshore 4%
wind farms in general
1%

| am neutral
2%

| am opposed

\
93%

Q2.2 - Please tick the subjects below which are of the most interest to you regarding the Blair Hill
Wind Farm proposal.

Please tick the subjects below which are of the most
interest to you regarding the Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal
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Q3.1 - We have received a number of suggestions and welcome feedback on these suggestions
regarding their importance to the community. Please tick one or more of the suggested
initiatives below, if they are of interest to you.

We have received a number of suggestions and welcome
feedback on these suggestions regarding their importance
to the community. Please tick one or more of the
suggested initiatives below, if they are of interest to you.

30
25
20
15
10
5
0
Support for new Support for Electricity Apprenticeship Home insulation  Investment in
sports kit / community discounts scheme grants youth facilities
qualified coaches facilities

to support extra
curriculum clubs

B Feedback / Answers

Q3.3 - Within which Community Council do you reside?

Within which community council do you reside?

Kirkcowan _ Kirkmabreck
Glengrove 4% \ 5%
1%

Garlieston _—————————
1%/\ ——_Others
26%
Dalbeattie \

0%

Cree Valley __—
63%
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Images from the consultation events are below:
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8. Additional Engagment.

In addition to the core consultation efforts, the Applicant engaged with the local community through a
variety of supportive and interactive initiatives. These activities were designed to foster a deeper
connection with the community and demonstrate a commitment to local involvement beyond formal
consultation.

8.1 Minigaff Primary School Visit

In February 2024, the Applicant visited Minnigaff Primary School in Newton Stewart to deliver a
presentation to Primary 1-5 pupils on the theme “People Who Help Us.” The presentation focused on the
significance of renewable energy and its positive effects on local communities. The children showed great
enthusiasm and engagement, participating actively in discussions about renewable energy, its various
forms, and its environmental benefits. The presentation not only educated them on how renewable
technology works but also provided insight into the roles of professionals in the renewable energy sector.
This interactive session aimed to foster an early appreciation of sustainable practices and their importance
for future generations.

8.2 Donation to Community Projects

In November 2023, the Applicant made a donation of £2,000 to support local community initiatives,
including the Newton Stewart Christmas Light Group and the Cree Valley Area Development Trust (CVADT)
Winter Wonderland Event. This contribution was intended to enhance the community celebrations, while
demonstrating the Applicant’'s commitment to supporting and enriching the local community beyond the
scope of the primary project activities.

8.3 Press Advertising

The Applicant also engaged with the local community through strategic press advertising in the bi-monthly
Wigtown newsletter, The Machars Observer. In the December 2023/January 2024 edition, the Applicant
placed a full-colour back-page advertisement, as shown in Appendix 8.1.

This was followed by a second full-page piece in the April/May/June 2024 edition (Appendix 8.2), which
focused on the Applicant's commitment to enhancing biodiversity within its previous wind farm projects,
and its intention to replicate these efforts at the current site. These advertisements aimed to inform the
community about the Applicant’s ongoing initiatives and reinforce their commitment to integrating
biodiversity considerations into the project.

8.4 John Cooper MP Meeting

Following his election at the 2024 General Election, the Applicant met with the newly elected MP for
Dumfries and Galloway, John Cooper MP on Friday 13t September 2024 to provide a detailed overview of
the project since its launch in July 2023, covering both phases of consultation and discussing the
establishment of the CLG.
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9. Feedback and Applicants

Response

All feedback received during the all phases of the consultation has been considered by the Applicant
throughout the design iteration and pre-planning stages of the Proposed Development. A summary of

feedback, issues and concerns raised, together with the Applicant’s response to each can be found in

below.

There were 260 completed feedback forms throughout phase 1 of the consultation, submitted both at the
consultation event and online via the Proposed Development's dedicated website, and 180 completed

feedback forms throughout phase 2 of the consultation. The table below shows the key themes raised
within the feedback, and the Applicant’s response to these issues.

Key Issue

Applicant Response

Landscape and Visual Impact

The most common area of
feedback received focused on
the landscape and visual
aspect of the proposal.

The Applicant recognises that the landscape and visual aspect of the
Proposed Development was a key concern within the community and
has sought to incorporate this feedback in the final design.

Following the public exhibitions, the Applicant removed eight turbines
from the layout design, reduced the tip height of 2 turbines to 210m
(with the other turbines at a tip height of 250m) and revised the
remaining turbine locations. One of the key drivers for this change,
alongside minimising effects on heritage assets and sensitive habitats,
was to reduce visibility from key viewpoints. This includes visibility
from the Merrick being reduced from six turbines to two blade tips and
reducing the overall spread of the wind farm from views in Wigtown
and Newton Stewart. Additionally, these revisions have aimed to
minimise the visibility of any necessary aviation lighting from within the
Dark Sky Park.

Landscape architects have undertaken extensive assessment work to
inform the design development and turbine layout. Each turbine
location has moved to varying degrees to refine the design and
minimise impacts wherever possible. The Applicant is looking to
achieve a design that strikes an acceptable balance between the
visibility of the Proposed Development and its ability to generate
significant amounts of renewable energy. Ultimately, the acceptability
of this design will be assessed by the determining authority in relation
to current energy policy and planning requirements having considered
feedback from consultees as well as representations by members of
the community and wider public.

Tourism

A large section of respondents
referenced concerns over the
impact that the proposed wind
farm would have on the local
area's tourism industry.

Research to date indicates that onshore wind development has had no
adverse impact on the tourism industry in Scotland. However, an
assessment is included within the S36 Application with specific regard
as to whether the Blair Hill project will have any effect on tourism
behaviour and the tourism economy.

The assessment considers the potential effects that the Proposed
Development could have on tourism, following a focused approach on
effects related to the Galloway Dark Sky Park and key tourist
attractions and recreation assets. For example, the assessment on the
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Galloway Dark Sky Park found that whilst there may be localised
impacts from the aviation lighting on a limited number of dark sky
locations, it is unlikely that the presence of the Proposed Development
would affect dark sky tourism as a whole in the area.

The overall conclusions of the assessment found that the Proposed
Development is not expected to affect local accommodation providers,
recreational activities and tourism attractions.

The BiGGAR Economics report: Wind Farms and Tourism Trends in
Scotland (2021), found that while the capacity of wind farms had more
than quadrupled over the study period, employment in tourism related
sectors had increased by more than 20%. It found no relationship
between tourism employment and wind farm development, at the

level of the Scottish economy, across local authorities nor in the locality
of wind farm sites.

Ecology

Many respondents focused on
ecology in their feedback.

Protecting and minimising any potential direct or indirect impacts on
local wildlife and their habitats is of utmost importance and the
Applicant takes this responsibility seriously. The Applicant has looked
to mitigate any potential effects of the Proposed Development during
construction and operation on the habitats and protected species that
are found to be present or active within the site.

Extensive ecological surveys have been completed across the site for
habitats, protected species and fish. The survey findings show that the
habitats are a mix of areas of commercial conifer plantation and a
mosaic of common upland vegetation types which are grazed by
livestock, including areas of acid and marshy grasslands, bracken, wet
heath, and bog.

The protected species surveys indicate the presence of otter, badger,
bats, reptiles and potentially pine marten at, or in close proximity to,
the site. The fisheries surveys indicated many of the suitable
watercourses on and around the site contained brown trout, with one
watercourse downstream having low numbers of Atlantic salmon. The
design of the wind farm has included avoidance and buffering from
key features.

The design of the wind farm has included appropriate buffers on
known breeding sites for barn owl and lek sites for black grouse.

Updated proposals include a Biodiversity Enhancement and
Management Plan that could include Broadleaved woodland creation,
Peatland Restoration and Bracken Control/Native Scrub Creation.

Heritage Assets

A significant proportion of
respondents referenced the
impact that the development
would have on protected
historical monuments.

Within, or directly adjacent to, the site there are six Scheduled
Monuments: Dalvaird Cairn (SM1015), Drumfern Cairn and Stone Circle
(SM1019), Napper's Cottage Cairn (SM5676), The Thieves, Standing
Stone (SM1044), Cordorcan Cairn (SM10385) and Garlies Castle
(SM7916). Feedback from Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and
Dumfries and Galloway Council, as well as comments from the public
consultation, have significantly influenced the final design. The design
has been revised to include a larger set back distance from Scheduled
Monuments to avoid any adverse impacts on the integrity of their
settings. Amongst other changes, the two turbines closest to Garlies
Castle has been removed, as well as the four turbines closest to
Dalvaird cairn.

In addition to these design considerations, the Applicant is actively
exploring enhancement proposals to improve public accessibility to the
heritage assets within the site. This could be achieved through a
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network of new and upgraded footpaths, forming a signposted
heritage trail throughout the site. The Applicant believes that this
initiative will unlock the site's heritage, promoting awareness and a
better understanding of the historic environment for both the local
community and visitors alike.

Noise

A significant proportion of
respondents referenced the
noise that would be generated
by the wind farm

The acoustic profile of the turbines is one of many important
considerations that has been assessed and carefully managed as part
of the site design. The design process has ensured that the Proposed
Development doesn't exceed the strict acoustic limits which will be set
within the planning conditions should consent be granted. These limits
correspond to existing background acoustic levels typical in the local
area, which will control the wind farm acoustics in relation to nearby
residential properties.

Operation and construction acoustic assessments and prediction have
been undertaken in accordance with the relevant standards, current
assessment methodologies and best practice as determined by the
regulatory bodies, which include Dumfries and Galloway Council, the
Scottish Government and the UK Institute of Acoustics.

In consultation with Dumfries and Galloway Council, we have
undertaken a background noise survey at a number of locations
around the site to establish the existing background sound levels.
Appropriate noise limits were calculated through analysis of baseline
conditions and the criteria set specified by the ETSU-R-97 guidelines.
These limits will be agreed with the regulatory authority, and the site
will be required to comply with these strict noise limits set within
planning conditions.

A sound propagation model was used to predict the noise levels due to
the proposed wind farm at nearby residential properties over a range
of wind speeds. The predicted operational noise levels are within noise
limits at nearby residential properties at all considered wind speeds.
Therefore the Proposed Development complies with the relevant
guidance on wind farm noise.

Aviation Lighting

Several respondents
referenced the aviation
lighting as a key issue related
to the wind farm proposals

The Applicant appreciates concerns raised about the impacts of
aviation lighting on the Dark Sky Park. We have agreed a reduced
lighting strategy with the Civil Aviation Authority that means only six
out of 14 turbines would need to be lit. Technologies are being
developed that include the ability to turn on the lights only when
aircraft are approaching the wind farm, and RES is committed to using
new technology as it becomes available to reduce impacts further.

Decisions to the layout design have sought to reduce potential visibility
of any required aviation lighting from within the Dark Sky Park.

The red aviation lighting currently used is designed to focus the light
across and upwards for the attention of aircraft rather than downward
to those at ground level. The light intensity varies in response to
weather conditions and visibility - with lighting dimmed to 10% of their
intensity in good visibility but maximised in cloudy or foggy weather. In
some instances, infra-red lighting may be possible which is invisible to
the naked eye. The proposed lighting strategy will be presented in the
planning application, which will also include a night-time visual impact
assessment, visualisations and Zone of Theoretical Visibility showing
the extents of visibility of the agreed aviation lighting scheme.

30

CAVENDISH




10. Post-submission
engagement.

10.1 Ongoing engagement

The Applicant is committed to maintaining active and ongoing engagement with local stakeholders
throughout the entirety of the application process. This commitment extends beyond the initial submission
phase and encompasses continuous interaction and communication to ensure transparency throughout
the project’s lifespan.

To support this ongoing engagement, the Applicant will host two post-submission information sessions, as
detailed below. Additionally, regular meetings of the CLG will continue throughout the lifespan of the
application, ensuring consistent communication and involvement from the community and political

stakeholders.

10.2 Post-submission information sessions

The Applicant will be presenting the final design of the wind farm at two information drop-in sessions in
Newton Stewart and Wigtown. These events will offer an opportunity to see how The Applicant has
incorporated feedback from the local community to shape the final design of the wind farm. On display at
the sessions will be a series of exhibition boards and projected viewpoints that were submitted as part of

the Section 36 application.

Members of the project team, including a number of technical consultants, will be on hand to discuss the
project and answer any questions the community may have. Details on the locations and times of these
events will be shared on the project website and in newsletters sent to households.

The information presented will also be available to view on the dedicated project website.
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11. Conclusion.

11.1 Concluding statement

From the outset, the Applicant has been dedicated to engaging with the local community and stakeholders,
ensuring a thorough and inclusive consultation process for the Proposed Development.

While not mandated by statute for a Section 36 application, the Applicant has actively pursued and
exceeded best practices in the community engagement and public consultation, as evidenced by the two
extensive rounds of public consultation and the establishment of the Community Liaison Group.

The Applicant extends sincere appreciation to those who participated in the in-person public exhibitions,
reviewed the proposals online, and provided valuable feedback via email and telephone. The feedback
received has been invaluable, directly influencing and shaping the project's design in significant ways. In
response to community feedback, the Applicant made substantial revisions, including reducing the number
of proposed turbines from 22 to 14, with two turbines at a reduced tip height of 210 metres and the
remaining 12 at 250 metres. Furthermore, the locations of each turbine have been carefully adjusted to
minimise potential impacts and better align with community expectations.

These modifications underscore the Applicant's commitment to ensuring that the development is
responsive to local needs and priorities. By integrating community feedback into the project’s design, the
Applicant has not only met regulatory requirements but also demonstrated a genuine commitment to
creating a development that reflects the concerns and values of the local community. This collaborative
approach has resulted in a scheme that is both environmentally and socially considerate, highlighting the
meaningful impact of the consultation process on the final design
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12. Appendices.

4.1 Introductory Stakeholder Email
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renewable Energy Systems Limited
Third Floor, 5TV, Pacific Quay
Glasgow G51 1P0, United Kingdom

power for good #44 (0)1414 045 500 | info@res-group. com

st July 2023

RE: Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal

| am writing to let you know that RES iz in the early stages of exploring the potential for a wind farm
located approximately 6km north of Hewton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

About RES

RES is the world's largest independent renewable energy company and is active in onshore and offshore
wind, solar, energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution. As an industry innovator for
over 40 years, RE5S has delivered more than 23GW of renewable energy projects across the globe and
supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 126W worldwide for a large client base.

From itz Glasgow office, RES has been deweloping, constructing and operating wind farms in Scotland
since 1993, Across Scotland, RES has developed and/or built twenty one wind farmsz in Scotland with a
total generation capacity of 597MW, including the Solwaybank Wind Farm near Langholm, constructed
in 2020.

Scoping Report submission

Having undertaken initial site feasibility work we are now preparing for more detailed environmental
and technical site survey work which will be carried out over the coming months to help inform the
design. In line with this we have submitted a Scoping Report to the Scottish Government's Energy
Conzents Unit (ECU) which sets out and seeks feedback on the proposed scope of environmental
assessment work.

The Scoping Report includes an early design for the proposed scheme comprising up to 22 turbines with
a maximum tip height of 250m, resulting in an overall site generating capacity of 145MW._ Blair Hill
wWind Farm would be capable of generating clean, low-cost renewable electricity for more than 150,000
homes each year (based on the current layout). Onshore wind projects like Blair Hill contribute to
Scotland’s net zero targets target, enable more energy to be gensrated domestically improving security
of supply, and are the cheapest form of new electricity generation, alongside offshore wind and large-
scale solar. This makes developments like Blair Hill mot just good for the environment but also for the
CONSUMET._

RES is committed to ensuring that, wherever reasonably practicable, local contractors and employees
are used in all aspects of wind farm development. Blair Hill Wind Farm could provide a vital economic
boost, create skilled, sustainable job:z and help to drive a cleaner and mare resilient economy. The
development is predicted to deliver around £6 million of inward investment in the form of jobs,

©RES iz a registered trademark | Registered in England & Walzs Number 1589961
Registered office Beaufort Cowrt, Egg Farm Lane, Kings Langley, Hertfordshire WD BLR | vwoere. res-group. com
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employment and the use of local services. In addition, around £1.5million in business rates will be paid
each year to Dumfries and Galloway Council to help fund vital local services within the community.

We also believe that enshore wind should provide direct, lasting benefits to local communities. RES
takes a tailored approach and works directly with the community to understand the local priorities,
needs and community projects which the community would like the wind farm to support in the local
area. RES is proposing that the package of community benefits from Blair Hill Wind Farm will be up to
£5,000 per MW (or eguivalent) of installed capacity per annum. Consent will be sought for 50 years.
The community could, therefore, potentially benefit from financial investment of approximately £36
million during the operational period which would create positive social and economic impacts and
provide a lasting legacy in the local area.

Hext steps

RES believes in meaningful and effective consultation, and we aim to engage early with the local
community and key stakeholders in order to facilitate constructive consultation. This helps to identify
issues and concerns, as well as benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when
developing the design.

In the coming weeks, we will be undertaking a number of consultation activities including public
exhibitions and launching a dedicated project website. We would welcome the opportunity to organise
an intreductory telephone or video-call with you to disouss the project and answer any initial questions
that you may have at this stage.

RES are pleased to be supporting the Wigtown Show in 2023, If visiting the show on 2™ August, please
come along to see us at our stand for more information on how RES are supporting Scotland's

Environment, Economy and Consumers.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like further information please don't hesitate to
get in touch.

fours sincerely,

Sarah McArthur

Development Project Manager
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5.1 Phase 1 Consultation

Newsletter (September
2023)
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BLAIR HILL
WIND FARM rES

SEPTEMBER 2023 power for good

RES is in the early stages of exploring the potential for a wind farm located approximately 6km north of
Mewton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

Initial environmental and technical surveys have been undertaken to ensure the site is suitable for a
wind farm development, and to inform a preliminary layout and design.

Public Exhibitions

We are keen to engage with the local community
and as part of our pre-application consultation wo
are holding public exhibitions in the local area to
share more information about the project and to
enable you to provide us with your feedback. RES
staff will be on hand to answer any questions or
queries, and comment forms will be available to
gather feedback.

Tuesday 3rd October 2023
3pm to 8pm
McMillan Hall

Dashwood Square, Newton Stewart DG8 6EQ All information provided at the public axhibition
will also be available at

www, blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
from 3™ October 2023.

Wednesday 4th October 2023
3pm to 8pm

Lesser Hall, Wigtown County Buildings
Wigtown, DG8 9JH

The public exhibitions initiate a consultation period being run by RES to gather comments on the proposal.
The closing date for comments is Friday 20th October 2023.

Comments forms will be available at the public exhibition. Comment forms will also be available on the
website above from the day of the exhibition and can be submitted via email to carey.green@res-group.
com. Hard copies can be sent by post to RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ.

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to the determining authonty (Scottish Government's
Energy Consents Unit). There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining authority showld am application be made.
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Blair Hill Wind Farm at a Glance

The proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm is located approximately 6km north of Hewton Stewart, Dumfries
and Galloway. The proposed wind farm is situated in an area identified in the Dumfries and Galloway
Council Local Development Plan as being an area with potential for wind farm development.

Based on our initial studies, the wind farm would comprise up to 22 turbines, each with a maximum
height of 250m, resulting in an overall site generating capacity of 145MW enough to power around
150,000" homes with clean, low-cost electricity. Onshore wind projects like Blair Hill would
contribute to the Scottish Government’s net zero target of 2045, enable more energy to be generated
domestically improving security of supply, and is one of the cheapest form of new electricity
generation?, alongside other renewable energy technologies. This makes developments like Blair Hill
not just good for the environment but also for the consumer

RES believes that onshore wind should provide direct, lasting benefits to local communities. As part
of our consultation we will work directly with the community to understand how the wind farm could
support the local area and help to secure long-term economic, social and environmental benefits.
This approach will help to deliver a tailored community benefits package, should the project receive
consent, that is aligned with the local communities’ priorities.

RES in Scotland

RES, a British company, is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company with operations
across Europe, the Americas and Asia-Pacific. At the forefront of renewable energy development for over
40 years, RES has developed and/or built more than 23GW of renewable energy capacity worldwide.

From its Glasgow office RES has been developing, constructing and operating wind farms in Scotland since
1993. RES has developed and/or built twenty one wind farms in Scotland with a total generation capacity
of 5ITMW.

Sarah McArthur Carey Green

Development Project Manager Community Relations Manager

= Sarah.McArthur@res-group.com = carey.greeni@res-group.com
o . 07570 291 408 . 01872 226 931

RES, Third Floor, 5TV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ

If you require information in Braille, large text or audio, please let us know.

1 The homes figure has been by taking the annual electricity generation of the site (based on RES assessments Blair Hill has a predicted
oapacity fastor of 42 B%) and dividing this byﬁemmﬂmrﬂ;e{uumq figures from the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy [BEIS) showing
that the annual UK average domestio housshold sonsumption is 3,509 kWh [Dea 2022).

1 hitps:/ fwoww businessgreen.comi/nevws. 4122038 wake-opponents-net-zero-government-predicts-gas-power-times-expensive-renewables- 20735
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5.2 Phase 1 Consultation
Newsletter Mailout Radius
(September 2023)
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5.3 Social Media Graphic
Sent to Cree Valley
Community Council to
Advertise Consultation

Blair Hill Wind Farm es
Public Exhibitions

RES is in the early stages of exploring the potential for a wind farm located
approximately 6km north of Newton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

Tuesday 3rd October 2023 Wednesday 4th October 2023

McMillan Hall Lesser Hall, s

Dashwood Square, Wigtown County Buildings e
Newton Stewart DG8 6EQ Wigtown DG8 9JH s e — -

The public exhibitions initiate a consultation period being run
by RES to gather comments on the proposal. The closing date
for comments is Fri
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5.4 Galloway Gazette

Advertisement (September
2023)
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

RES 15 in the early stages of exploring the potential far a wind farm Located approximately
&l narth of Hewton Stewart, Dumifries and Gallowaye

W are keen to ongage with the local commanity and as part of our pre-application
consktation we are holding public extibitions in the local area to enable people to find out
mare about the proposal and provide ws weth their views. RES staff will be an hand 1o answer
arry questions or queries, and questionnaires will be availabie to gather feedback.

Tuesday 3rd October 2023 McMillan Hall
Dashwood Square, Newton
3|.'.|TI1 s E|}IT‘| Stewart DGE 6EQ

Lesser Hall,
Wednesday 4th October 2023 Wigtown County Buildings

3pm to 8pm Wigtown, DGB 9JH

&1l information pravided al the public exhililions will also be
available at wwss blair il wrindfarm. oo, uk from 3rd Octaber 2023,

The publls exdninitioes witale o comalTaticn peried bedng run by RES 1o gather comiments on the
prapecal, The closing date for comenents & Friday J0th Oetaber TOAE, Comments wilk still be
Bcepted after this date but may rot B2 consldered In relation T e design delapmeant,

Comiments Fanee will b available ol the public exhibation. Comment Torms will slsa be
avallatde on the vebsite abesve Trom the day of the eshibxiticn and can be submitied via emad
1e Carey BrasrEres-group oo, Hard coples Cae b sent by poat te RES, Thind Frooe, 5TV, Pacific
Cpiay, Glasgow, GE1 1P

Please nobe ot commencs sebwmvdbed o BES of this time gre not represendations do the
dedaimining auchaaily (Scarrish Geasrmmenr's Eneirgy Condsiins i), Thare wiill be o apparionliy
bo mbmid representations to bhe detenmining pubhermiy should on aoplicobion be mods,

Fer more nformalion, please visil our website st

www, blairhill-windfarm.co.uk

[airH_ 150 2 mm_ SR inad |
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5.5 PowerPoint Slides from
Meeting with CVCC (August
2023)

Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal
August 2023
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AGENDA ms

+ Introductions “

+ About RES

+ About the proposal

+ Q&A
+ AOB
Glenchamber Wind Farm. between New Luce, Kirkcowan and Glenluce
1
RES es
AT A GLANCE
ACTIVITIES TECHNOLOGIES
DEVELOP CONSTRUCT SUPPORT WIND SOLAR STORAGE T&D GREEN
SERVICES HYDROGEN

RES is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company
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RES
IN SCOTLAND

Onshore wind projects in Scotland

Map updated: May 2021

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
WHY WIND?

- National Development

» Net zero carbon targets
« Energy security

- Low-cost electricity

» Improved performance and output

@ Development 8

@ in planning ~A"iﬂ
@ consented [ 4

: Under construction g’,‘f:;,

s

RES has developed andor built
and/or operates a range of projects
across Scotlend including:

Forss | and I|
Cairnmore Hill
Kintradwell

Hill of Towle | and I

Glens of Foudland

Caim Duhie {and redesign)
Beinneun

Hill of Fare

Meikle Carswe

Earlseat

Little Raith

Penmanshiel

2ap
Solwaybank and Bloch
Glenchamber
Longeroft

Torfichen

s

Hill of Towie Wind Farm, Moray
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ABOUT THE PROJECT

es

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
DESIGN LAYOUT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

s
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
CUMULATIVE IMPACT

es

power for good

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ETA SCOPING REPORT

SCOPING FIGURE 5.5

S ST ,, e N e S

P 03 sco_rca s comuarves

PTE——

NG X 4 — ERTRORMENTAL TMPACT ASSESSHERT
= 'ScOPING REPORT 2023

es

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

» Landscape and Visual

» Cultural Heritage

* Ecology

= Ornithology

* Geology, Hydrology & Hydrogeology
+ Traffic and Transport

- Noise and Vibration

+ Climate Balance

» Forestry

= Aviation

= Other Issues (Shadow Flicker and Telecommunications)
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
TRANSPORT AND ACCESS

es

power for good

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

FIGURE 10.1
STUDY AREA

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
MAXIMISING LOCAL BENEFIT

- Potential £6m inward investment
Supply chain opportunities
« £1.5m business rates/annum

Community Ownership

es

es

CAVENDISH
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
COMMUNITY BENEFITS

+ Tailored community benefit package
- Equivalent to £5k/MW

= LEDS

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
CONSULTATION

= First public exhibition

+ Consultation zone

= Feedback opportunities
- lterative design process

« Second public exhibition

7%

s

Local
Electricit
Discoun
Scheme

CAVENDISH



Thank you! fESw

Sarah McArthur Carey Grfaen _
Project Development Manager Community Relations Manager
+44 7570 291 408 +44 01872 226931

sarah.mcarthur@res-group.com carey.green@res-group.com

T &8 19)

WWW.res-group.com
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5.6 PowerPoint Slides from

meeting with Emma Harper
MSP (October 2023)

Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal - October 2023

— e

s

J0 create a future where

eéveryone has access to
affordable zero.carbon energy

51 CAVENDISH



AGENDA

+ Project overview

+ Q&A
» AOB

Introductions

s

RES
IN SCOTLAND

52

es

Onshore wind projects in Scotland

Development
In planning W, & RES has develaped and/or built

and/or apera
Comsented across Scotland

a of prajects
ding:

Undler const:

eesee

Operational

1 Forsslandil
2 Cairnmare Hill
1 Kersdwell
4 Hill of Towse | and Il
5 Glens of Foudland
8
8
0

Cairn Duhie (and redesign)
Beinneun
Hill of Fare
Moikle Carewe
10 Eartseat
11 Litte Raith
12 Penmanshiel
13 Black Hill
14 Tormywheel

15 Neilston
1 Kelburn

17 Froasdail
18 Killean

19 Cowr

0 Blary Hill
21 Sclenteuch
22 Minnysap

23 Selwaynank and Bloch
24 Glenchamber

% Longcroft

26 Torfichen

CAVENDISH



BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ABOUT THE PROJECT

s

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

es

CONSTRAINTS PLAN

53
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N I e

Technical and environmental survey work
Review of survey work and findings
Design development and refinement

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) work

Project exhibitions Project exhibitions
(initial design) {final design)

Project goes public

it Section 36 submitted
July Dec Sept
2023 2024

BLAIRHILLWIND FARM T S e S R S R e : ms
i TRANSPORT AND ACCESS

T R
power for good
BLATR HILL WIND FARM
FIGURE 10.1
STUDY AREA
b e
»

¥ gt
1 o R Gl T 1 i “Senping Bapert 031
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

es

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
MAXIMISING LOCAL BENEFIT

* Tailored community benefit package
*« LEDS
* Working with the local supply chain

+ Shared ownership

es

Local
Electricity
Dlscount
Scheme

CAVENDISH
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| BLAIR HILL WIND FARM '
 FEEDBACK a

....................................................................................... . iCale LR,

» Early engagement
* Feedback opportunities

* |terative design process

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
NEXT STEPS

* Design evolution
* Ongoing consultation

* Second public exhibition

Mes

CAVENDISH
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Sarah McArthur

Project Development Manager

+44 7570 291 408

es

power for good

Carey Green
Community Relations Manager
+44 01872 226931

sarah.mcarthur@res-group.com carey.green@res-group.com

ik

g ) W

www.res-group.com
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5.7 PowerPoint Slides from
meeting with Mid Galloway
and Wigtown Ward
Councillors (November
2023)

Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal - November 2023 es

TJo create a future where
everyone _has access to
affordablel zero.carbon energy
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AGENDA

Introductions

» Project overview

= Consultation overview

Next steps
- AOB

s

Glenchamber Wind Farm, between New Luce, Kirkcowan and Glenluce

59

RES
IN SCOTLAND

Onshore wind projects in Scotland

@ Development
@ in planning
@ Comented
@ Undor comiruction
@ Operationai

es

RES ras developed and/or built
and/or operates a range of projects
acrom bestland wcluding

Back Hill
4 Tomywhesl
5 Heilston

s Kaelbum
T Fremdail
L
]

R ——

20 Solwaybark snd Bloch
4 Glenchambes

¥ Longeroft

6 Torfichen

27 B Hll
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
PROJECT OVERVIEW AND UPDATE

s
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM res
CONSULTATION OVERVIEW

4176 c.330 262

Newsletters Unigue Visitors Comment Forms
Mo anawer | 1% o -
I o't Ifloe onehare wind fanms in general 1% | strongly d Eagree
| am cpposad 0% |d.ldem “ma
o "
CAVENDISH
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

CONSULTATION OVERVIEW

es

Mo answer 15.3%
Port William 0.8%
Wigiown 13.4%
Giran and District |~ 0.4%
Kirkmabreck 1%
The Rayal Burgh of Whitharn and District | 0.4%
Royal Burgh of Kirkoudbright and Disrice || 0.6%
Sarbie 4%
Stranraer 0.4%
Kirkzowan 19%
Barrhil Community Council 15%
Cree Valley Community Counc 61.8%
BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
CONSULTATION OVERVIEW
oot Az S
e G i [ ehasslogufodurat verage|

EL
:_w:mmlssmnlﬁé 5
| 1% |
=
EL R

Err——

[ Praimity to Hausing | 5%

W
[Frapery e |
b i
[Peat
| 2% | [

FL Y
I 1%

= | :-I::Ennn""" -E

; ! Canstnacticn |
¥ Dark Sky Fark | |
™
| = |
Mathonal Fark bid
™
[Landscape and sal | [ yratagy

EL |

T
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
INDICATIVE TIMELINE

Technical and environmental survey work

Review of survey wark and findings

Design development and refinement

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) work

Praject exhibitions Praject exhibitions
{initial designy {final design)

July Dec Sept
2023 2024

goes pubilic

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
NEXT STEPS

» Design evolution

* Second public exhibition

» Ongoing consultation

CAVENDISH
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power for good

Sarah McArthur Carey Green

Project Development Manager Community Relations Manager
+44 7570 291 408 +44 01872 226931

sarah.mcarthur@res-group.com carey.green@res-group.com

o )

WWW.res-group.com
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5.8 October 2023
Consultation Boards

ms BLAIR HILL WIND FARM | PROPOSAL

power for good

About the Project

‘We are seeking your views on the design. which has inttial technical
and environmental surveys, for our Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal.

The proposed Blair Hillwind Farm i located approximately 6km north of Newton Stewart, Dumfries
and Galloway. The site was chasen because it has good wind resource, faw ecological constraints
stralghtforward access and is close to a viable rid connection. It also identified In the Dumiries and
Galloway Council Loca| Development Plan 2 being an area with potential for wind farm deveiopmant

Basad on our Initial studies, the wind farm would comprise up to 22 turbines, each with 2 maximum height
of 250m, resulting In an overall site generating capacity of 145MW. Turbine technology has advanced
considarabiy In fecent years, mesning that turbines are now t=ller and more efficient which ensbles them
to generate a significantly graster amount of renewable electricity per turbine. If consented, Blzir Hill
wouid be capzble of generating clezn, low-cost renewable electricity for arund 150,000" homes sachyear

st dvitog i
i o 1528 tWi D 327

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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