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1. Background

1.1 Introduction

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report was prepared by Cavendish Consulting to explain, in detail,
the consultation activity undertaken by Renewable Energy Systems Ltd (RES) (the Applicant) in relation to
the construction and operation of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm (‘the Proposed Development’) which
includes up to 14 turbines and associated infrastructure, located approximately 2.7km north of Newton
Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

The Proposed Development will comprise up to 14 turbines resulting in an overall site generating capacity
of approximately 92.4 MW. This is enough to power around 115,700 homes' annually with clean, low-cost
electricity. The associated infrastructure will include site access, access tracks, crane hardstand areas,
underground cabling, on-site substation and control building, transformers and related switchgear,
temporary construction compounds, laydown area, potential excavations/borrow workings and temporary
concrete batching plant. The components and layout of the Proposed Development are indicated in Figure
1.2 of the EIA Report.

With a generating capacity over 50MW, the Proposed Development is subject to Section 36 of the Electricity
Act 1989, administered by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU). A full Planning Application has been submitted
to the ECU and this report has been produced to accompany the formal application.

Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied the principles of
the consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications as set out in The Town and
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2022 and Planning Circular
3:2022-Development Management Procedures. This enables the local community and all those with an
interest in the proposals a clear opportunity to view the proposals, and importantly comment and
feedback.

This PAC Report details the comments and feedback received from the public exhibitions and local
community meetings, as well as those received through a wider community engagement programme. In
addition, the PAC Report also illustrates how the Applicant has responded to these comments from
members of the public and community groups, and where relevant how these have helped shape and
inform the Proposed Development.

1 Calculated by taking the predicted annual electricity generation of the site (based on
predicted site generation capacity of 92.4 MW), together with RES’ predicted capacity
factor of 46.3% and dividing this by the annual average electricity figures from DESNZ
showing that the annual GB average domestic household consumption is 3,239 kWh
(January 2024). Final wind farm capacity will vary depending on the outcome of
planning permission and the turbine selected.
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2. Best Practice

2.1 Overview

The Applicant recognises the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local residents in development
proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through to the construction
and operation should the Applicant’s proposals obtain consent.

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 - Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which advises that in
order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone interested in the future
development of the community, village, town, or city they live in, should understand the planning process.
Developers are advised to involve residents at the earliest opportunity so that they can feel confident that
engagement in the process has been meaningful:

PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term “consultation” is used to mean the:

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views and,
normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The terms
‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the establishment of
effective relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that enables people to influence
the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the context of this document
engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say on a development plan or
proposal which affects them, listening to what they say and reaching a decision in an open and transparent
way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed (page 3, paragraph 1).”

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective engagement,
stating:

“Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development planning and
decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory requirements,
should be early, collaborative, meaningful and proportionate. Support or concern expressed on matters
material to planning must be given careful consideration in the determination of development proposals.”

The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way, including

tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of importance vary, and
the consultation programmes are designed to reflect that.
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3. Local Context &
Stakeholder Mapping.

3.1 Overview

Prior to undertaking formal consultation, the Applicant carried out desk-based research to identify Key
Stakeholders to inform about the Proposed Development and consult with throughout the pre-application

period.

3.2 ‘Host’ Community Council

In line with best practice the Applicant identified the following Community Council whose area was within
the land on which the Proposed Development was situated:

e Cree Valley Community Council

3.3 Nearby Community Councils

In addition to the ‘host’ Community Council, the Applicant identified the following Community Councils as

being the next closest to the Proposed Development:

e  Kirkcowan Community Council; and
e Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council

3.4 Ward Councillors

The Applicant also identified the following council ward (and their representatives) as being likely to have an
interest in the Proposed Development:

e Mid Galloway and Wigtown ward (Dumfries and Galloway Council)

3.5 Constituency MSP and MP

Furthermore, the Applicant identified the MSP for Midlothian Galloway and West Dumfries constituency, as
well as the MP for the Dumfries and Galloway constituency as being likely to have an interest in the
Proposed Development. The Applicant engaged with both Alister Jack MP, and John Cooper MP after he
took office following the July 2024 General Election.
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4. Project Launch

On 26t July 2023, the Applicant submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion to Scottish Ministers via the
Energy Consents Unit (ECU).

On 13t November 2023, Scottish Ministers provided a Scoping Opinion, with an Addendum to the Scoping
Opinion being issued on 6 February 2024. Copies of these letters are attached as Appendices 4.1 and 4.2
in Volume 3 of the EIA Report, and are also available on the ECU website under reference ECU00004878.

4.1 Preliminary Engagement

In July 2023, the Applicant wrote to Key Stakeholders (Appendix 4.1) to inform them that the Applicant was
in the early stages of developing a wind farm on the site. The letter advised that the Applicant had
submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion to the Scottish Ministers.

In addition, the Applicant participated in the Wigtown Show in August 2023 by sponsoring and taking an
exhibition stand at the event. This provided a unique opportunity to informally engage with a broad cross-
section of the local community. The stand was designed to raise awareness about the operations of the
Applicant and the Proposed Development, offering attendees the chance to be introduced to the proposals
and ask questions. The well-attended local event served an excellent opportunity to introduce the Proposed
Development in a relaxed environment, where a broad cross-section of the local community was in
attendance.
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5. Phase 1 Consultation.

5.1 Overview

Political stakeholders were informed about the first round of public consultation through a newsletter sent
on 20 September 2023 (Appendix 5.1). Additionally, the Applicant distributed the newsletter to 4,176
properties within a 15km radius of the site (Appendix 5.2). A social media graphic promoting the
consultation was also shared with the Cree Valley Community Council (Appendix 5.3) who posted it on their
social media pages. Posters were also provided to the community council which were displayed on the Cree
Valley community noticeboard.

In addition to writing to the aforementioned stakeholders, community councils and local residents, the
Applicant placed an advert in the Galloway Gazette on the 229 of September 2023 (Appendix 5.4).

The Applicant also formed a dedicated project website (blairhill-windfarm.co.uk) at this stage of the
project, which included an outline of the proposals, details of the consultation and contact details for the
project team.

The website was updated with relevant information throughout all stages of the project, including all
consultation material.

The in-person events were held at the below dates and locations:

. Tuesday 3¢ October 2023 | 3pm to 8pm | McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart, DG8 6EQ
o Wednesday 4th October 2023 |3pm to 8pm | Lesser Hall, Wigtown, DGS8 9JH

In addition to consulting with the local community, the Applicant also engaged with various political
stakeholders and community groups throughout the consultation period to introduce the project. These
included a meeting with Cree Valley Community Council on 21 August 2023 on Zoom to introduce the
project. The PowerPoint slides used at the meeting can be viewed in Appendix 5.5. The Applicant also met
with Emma Harper MSP on Microsoft Teams on 25 October 2023. PowerPoint slides presented by the
Applicant at the meeting are available to view in Appendix 5.6. The Applicant then met with Councillors
Katie Hagmann, David Inglis, and Richard Marsh in November 2023. The PowerPoint slides presented to the
councillors are available to view in Appendix 5.7. The Applicant offered to meet with Kirkcowan Community
Council and Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council to introduce the project, however no
response was received.

Once the Proposed Development became public, several enquiries were received. The Applicant responded
by answering questions wherever possible and confirming details about the project, including details of the
public consultation events planned for October. Additionally, the Applicant informed people about the
newsletter mailing list, which they could join to stay updated and be notified of the October consultation
events once details were confirmed.

5.2 In-person exhibition events

The first round of in-person consultation events were held in 2023, with sessions at McMillian Hall in
Newton Stewart on Tuesday, 3™ October, and at the Lesser Hall in Wigtown on Wednesday, 4" October.
Approximately four hundred visitors attended the events across both days.
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On display at both events were exhibition boards (Appendix 5.8), which provided an overview of the
Proposed Development and the preliminary design. Copies of the exhibition boards were also available
from the morning of the first event (37 October) via the project website. Hard copies or Braille copies of
the exhibition boards were also available for anyone who requested this. One Braille copy was requested
by a local resident and was provided by the Applicant.

The subject of the boards were:

4. Design Layout and
Infrastructure

1. About RES 2. About the Project 3. About the Project

. Environmental - 7. Environmental 8. Environmental
. . 6. Constraints Map : . : .
Considerations Considerations Considerations

10. Maximising Local 11. Maximising Local 12. The Need for

9. Have Your Say Benefit Benefit Onshore Wind

13. Energy Security,
Imporved performence
and output, and Net
zero carbon targets

14. Traffic and Access

Alongside the exhibition boards, six projected viewpoints of the wind farm were shown at both consultation
events along with a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) map - 15km (Appendix 5.9).

The locations of these viewpoints were:

e Viewpoint 2 - Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart

e Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell/ Hill of Ochiltree

e Viewpoint 7 - Merrick

e Viewpoint 8 - A75 near Creetown

e Viewpoint 9 - Kirkcowan

e Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road North of Wigtown
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5.3 Survey Responses

At the in-person exhibitions, and on the project website for the Proposed Development, visitors were

invited to complete a survey asking a range of questions related to the scheme.

A total of 260 feedback forms were completed during phase one of the consultation, with a summary of the

answers received available below.
A copy of the feedback form can be viewed in Appendix 5.10.
Summary of Responses

Q1.1 - How did you find out about our public exhibitions?

Other, 12%

Project Website, 1%

Advert in local \
newspaper, 2%

_\\

Word of Mouth, 52%

TN

10

Newsletter through
the door, 33%
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Q1.2 - Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Blair
Hill Wind Farm?

Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your
knowledge of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

_\

Knew nothing at all

Knew very little
1%

1%

Knew a lot
60%

Knew a little
38%

Q1.3 - Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your
understanding about the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel
you have increased your understanding about the proposed
Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Nothing at all

1% 0000

Alot
15%

Very little
19%

Quite a lot

L 3%

Alittle___——————
24%
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Q2.1 - How do you feel about the preliminary plans for Blair Hill Wind Farm?

How do you feel about the preliminary plans for Blair Hill
Wind Farm?
| am supportive

| don't like onshore 4%

wind farms in general
\ | am neutral

1%
2%

—_—

~ ——__lam opposed
93%

Q2.2 - What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of Blair Hill Wind Farm?

What do you think about the proposed preliminary design
layout of Blair Hill Wind Farm o000 with the

proposed layout
3%

\| am neutral towards

the proposed layout
4%

I don't like onshore

wind farms in general
10%

| have concerns
about the proposed
layout

83%

e
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Q3.1 - Within which Community Council area do you reside?

Within which Community Council area do you reside?

Wigtown

18% O\

Kirkcowan —
3%

\Other

17%

Cree Valley

e
62%

Q4.1 - Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change emergency?

Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change
emergency?

—

| strongly disagree
5%

\I strongly agree

32%

| disagree

L2 \
I don't know __—
2%

lagree "N
49%
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Q4.2 - Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our
reliance on fossil fuels, can help towards tackling the issue of climate change?

Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable
sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, can help
towards tackling the issue of climate change?

| strongly disagree

| disagree _— 5%
12% \
I don't know __— \
2% | strongly agree
? 32%

| agree
49%

Q4.3 - Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to support greater energy
independence and security for Scotland?

Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms
to support greater energy independence and security for
Scotland?

| strongly agree

5% \

| agree

1%

~_ ldon't know
. 6%
| strongly disagree

50%

| disagree
27%

_——
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Q4.4 - Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms to cut energy bills?

Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind farms
to cut energy bills?

| strongly agree
7% | agree

8%

| don't know
6%

| strongly disagree
45%

| disagree
34%

Images from the consultation events are below:
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5.4 Further Engagement

During Phase 1 of the consultation, the Applicant showed a cognisance for the importance of actively
responding to the concerns and suggestions raised by the local community and stakeholders. As a result,
the Applicant took proactive steps to maximise the effectiveness of the consultation process, carrying out
additional means of engagement to ensure a breadth of information was provided to the local community,
in response to feedback and topics of discussion raised during the first set of exhibitions.

Resident Visits

In response to specific requests raised by residents, the Applicant arranged visits to meet with them in
person. These visits provided an opportunity for direct dialogue, allowing the Applicant to address specific
issues in a more personal and detailed manner. Following these visits, the Applicant provided further
information to address any specific questions or requests for additional details made by the residents,
where possible.

Update Newsletters

Throughout the consultation period, as outlined above, the Applicant produced a series of community
newsletters. In December 2023 a newsletter (see Appendix 5.11) was produced to provide an update
following the conclusion of the first round of exhibitions. This edition provided an update on the project,
including a spotlight on the newly developed FAQ page on the website. The FAQ page was created in direct
response to feedback received during the consultation and was designed to address the common
questions and concerns raised by the community. Additionally, the newsletter informed residents of a
separate call for information regarding private water supplies within 2km of the Proposed Development.

Call for information on Private Water Supplies

One of the key areas of concern raised during the consultation was the potential impact of the Proposed
Development on private water supplies. In response, the Applicant organised a ‘call for information’, inviting
residents to provide details of their private water supplies to assist in identifying all such supplies within the
area. This initiative aimed to supplement the existing data gathered from Dumfries and Galloway Council,
as well as the information obtained during the Private Water Supply Risk Assessment (see Technical
Appendix 10.2 of the EIA Report) to ensure the most comprehensive data set possible.

The newsletter above (see Appendix 5.11) informed local residents about this call for information and
explained that, while the Applicant had already collected available supply data from the Council, additional
input from the community would help enhance the accuracy of the data. As a result of this outreach, 13
responses were received from local residents who participated in the call for information.
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6. Community Liason Group
(CLG).

6.1 Overview

In January 2024, the Applicant established a Community Liaison Group (CLG) as a dedicated platform for
open dialogue and information exchange.

This initiative was undertaken in direct response to feedback from the local community and elected
representatives, emphasising the need for continued engagement beyond the initial exhibitions. The CLG
was designed as an advanced platform for transparent communication and detailed discussions, ensuring
that community representatives were actively heard, and their contributions could be directly integrated
into the project development by the project team where possible.

The CLG has exemplified a proactive and transparent approach to consultation with the local community,
by facilitating open dialogue and detailed discussions. RES is committed to continuing this collaborative
engagement by maintaining the CLG's establishment beyond the pre-application phase, and into the post-
submission/construction phases.

6.2 Formation and membership

The CLG was formed with a diverse membership including locally elected representatives, community
groups, and other key stakeholders. Direct invitations to local groups were issued in December 2023, with
further sign ups encouraged via the December 2023 community newsletter.

The membership includes:

Cree Valley Community Council Community Group 2
Kirkcowan Community Council Community Group
Galloway and Wigtown West Ward Councillors Elected 4
Representatives

Ditch the Blair Hill Project Community Group 2
Cree Valley Area Development Trust Community Group 2
Machars and Cree Valley Climate Action Network [ Community Group 1
Newton Stewart Initiative Community Group 2
River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board Community Group 1
River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust Community Group 1
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An invite to join the CLG was declined by the stakeholders and community groups listed below:

Ward Officer for Mid-Galloway and Wigtown West Council Representative
Hands off our Hills Community Group
The Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council Community Group
Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere Charity

Southern Upland Partnership Charity

South of Scotland Destination Alliance Local Business
Galloway Fisheries Trust Charity

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds Charity

6.3 Meetings and Activities

Thus far, the CLG has convened on the following dates:

e 24™Mjanuary 2024 | 7pm - 8:40pm
e 27" February 2024 | 7pm - 9:10pm
e 9™ April 2024 | 7pm - 9pm

e 18MJjune 2024 | 7pm - 9:30pm

o 27 August 2024 | 7pm - 9.15pm

All meetings have been held at the McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart.

Rather than being selected by the Applicant, at the inaugural meeting, the CLG collectively agreed to
appoint a representative from Ditch the Blair Hill Project (DTBHP) as Chair of the CLG. The CLG terms of
reference were agreed at the February meeting and are published on the project’s dedicated website.

Throughout the series of meetings, the Applicant has provided comprehensive administrative support,
including facilitating each meeting and producing the agenda), arranging the attendance of guest speakers,
and preparing and uploading meeting minutes to the website.

Engagement and Contributions

e Advance Questions: Members were given the opportunity to submit questions in advance of each
meeting, as well as ask them during the meetings. RES provided written responses to these
questions, which were included in the meeting minutes.

e Guest Speakers: A number of guest speakers attended the meetings to deliver presentations on
topics requested by the CLG. To date, the CLG has hosted presentations on cultural heritage
considerations, wind farm construction and socio-economics and tourism. This provided an
opportunity for technical consultants to introduce work relating to their specialism and relating to
Blair Hill.

Feedback and Suggestions
Feedback from the CLG has had a significant impact on the project. For example:

e Viewpoint Selection: The CLG played a significant role in selecting the viewpoints shown at the
second round of exhibitions. They provided local knowledge on the suitability of proposed
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viewpoints for the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), leading to changes in the final
list of viewpoints.

e LiDAR Survey: The CLG recommended the inclusion of a LiDAR survey as part of the heritage work
pre construction, which the Applicant has agreed to.

Documentation

Minutes from all CLG meetings and the Terms of Reference can be found in (Appendix 6.1).
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7. Phase 2 Consultation.

7.1 Overview

Following Phase 1 of the consultation in October 2023, the Applicant engaged with the local community
again through two further in-person consultation events in May 2024. These events were held to present
and discuss the updated wind farm design based on the feedback received during the first phase of

consultation and the results of site surveys and assessments.

Political stakeholders and community groups were informed about Phase 2 of the consultation through a
newsletter distributed via email on 10 May 2024 (Appendix 7.1). The newsletter was also distributed to
4,120 properties within a 15km radius of the site. Additionally, a social media graphic promoting the
consultation was shared with the Cree Valley Community Council (Appendix 7.2).

The consultation events were advertised in the Galloway News on 10th May 2024 (Appendix 7.3), as
feedback from the first round of consultation events indicated that the Galloway News had a wider
readership compared to the Galloway Gazette.

The in-person events were held at the below dates and locations:

. Tuesday 215t May 2024 | 3pm to 8pm | McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart, DG8 6EQ
. Wednesday 22"¢ May 2024 |3pm to 8pm |St Couans Hall, Kirkcowan, DG8 OH]

7.2 In-person exhibition events

The second round of in-person consultation events was held at McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart on Tuesday
21st May 2024, and at St Couans Hall, Kirkcowan on Wednesday 22nd May 2024. Approximately 330
members of the local community attended the events over both days.

Exhibition boards (Appendix 7.4) displayed at both events provided updates on the wind farm design and,
where available, results from site surveys. Additionally, copies of these exhibition boards were made
available on the project website starting from 21st May 2024. The subject of the boards were:
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1. Welcome

5. Infrastructure -
updated design

9. Traffic and Transport

13. Community
Benefits

2. About RES

6. Constraints

10. Tourism and socio-
economics

14. Environmental
benefits

3. Onshore Wind

7. Enviromental
Considerations

11. Landscape and
visual

15. Keeping the

4. Project overview

8. Enviromental
Considerations

12. Cultural heritage &
recreation
enhancement

16. Next steps

community informed

Alongside the exhibition boards, eight projected viewpoints of the wind farm were shown at both
consultation events, further illustrating the modifications made to the project design (Appendix 7.5).

The locations of these viewpoints were:

e Viewpoint 2 - Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart

e Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell/ Hill of Ochiltree

e Viewpoint 6 - Cairnsmore of Fleet

e Viewpoint 7 - Merrick

e Viewpoint 8 - A75 near Creetown

e Viewpoint 9 - Kirkcowan

e Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road North of Wigtown
e Viewpoint 20: Monigaff Parish Church

In response to feedback received from the first round of public consultation events and the Community
Liaison Group, which expressed interest in viewing the Proposed Development from various locations, a
computer-generated fly-through video was created. This video, which shows the Proposed Development
from several additional viewpoints based on the feedback provided, was showcased at the second round of
consultation events. It is also available for viewing on the project website.

A total of 180 feedback forms were completed during Phase 2 of the consultation, submitted both at the
consultation events and online via the project's dedicated website. A copy of the feedback form is available
in Appendix 7.6.

7.3 Survey Responses

180 completed feedback forms throughout phase 2 of the consultation, submitted both at the consultation
event and online via the project’s dedicated website. The graph below illustrates the key themes raised
within the feedback.
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Q1.1 - How did you find out about our public exhibitions?

How did you find out about our public exhibitions?

Advert in local
newspaper
1%

Project website

\
6%

Other/

25%

)\ — Word of mouth
26%

Newsletter through
the door
42%

el

Q1.2 - Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your knowledge of the proposed Blair
Hill Wind Farm?

Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe your
knowledge of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

NIGRLR l'ttle Knew nothing at all

1%

\ Knew a lot

33%

Knew a Iittle
21%

1%
Knew quite a lot
44%
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Q1.3 - What part of the public exhibition did you find most useful?

What part of the public exhibition did you find most useful?

Other
19%

Ability toask RES
questions
11%

Exhibition
A information boards

27%

Visualisations
~—————__ (photomontages)
43%

Q1.4 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you have increased your
understanding about the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel
you have increased your understanding about the proposed
Blair Hill Wind Farm?

Alot
16%

Nothing at all

2% 4

Very little

16%
’ Quite a lot

29%

A little
18%

— -
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Q2.1 - How do you feel in general about the Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal?

How do you feel in general about the Blair Hill Wind Farm
proposal?
| am supportive

| don't like onshore 4%
wind farms in general
1%

| am neutral
2%

| am opposed

\
93%

Q2.2 - Please tick the subjects below which are of the most interest to you regarding the Blair Hill
Wind Farm proposal.

Please tick the subjects below which are of the most
interest to you regarding the Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal

160
140

120
100
80
60
40 I I
20
0 | |
> @ S &

- & e 2 ¢ & B & &
e & & & & & &o% & & & T & &
& (\‘b'b o?“@ e,oe F & «\7’(\ & & 'be O &
N
g P ‘0?’0 & o N \23} & & <>
@ Aé\ QJ@‘\ & & s{\\db & &o\ =Y
O X N >
? ] AQ}C)\ {\\”b% (JO o\o® &k’b (J\)\\’ ‘2‘*
‘2.7\06\ ¥ <&

M Feedback / Answers

24 CAVENDISH



Q3.1 - We have received a number of suggestions and welcome feedback on these suggestions
regarding their importance to the community. Please tick one or more of the suggested
initiatives below, if they are of interest to you.

We have received a number of suggestions and welcome
feedback on these suggestions regarding their importance
to the community. Please tick one or more of the
suggested initiatives below, if they are of interest to you.

30
25
20
15
10
5
0
Support for new Support for Electricity Apprenticeship Home insulation  Investment in
sports kit / community discounts scheme grants youth facilities
qualified coaches facilities

to support extra
curriculum clubs

B Feedback / Answers

Q3.3 - Within which Community Council do you reside?

Within which community council do you reside?

Kirkcowan _ Kirkmabreck
Glengrove 4% \ 5%
1%

Garlieston _—————————
1%/\ ——_Others
26%
Dalbeattie \

0%

Cree Valley __—
63%
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Images from the consultation events are below:
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8. Additional Engagment.

In addition to the core consultation efforts, the Applicant engaged with the local community through a
variety of supportive and interactive initiatives. These activities were designed to foster a deeper
connection with the community and demonstrate a commitment to local involvement beyond formal
consultation.

8.1 Minigaff Primary School Visit

In February 2024, the Applicant visited Minnigaff Primary School in Newton Stewart to deliver a
presentation to Primary 1-5 pupils on the theme “People Who Help Us.” The presentation focused on the
significance of renewable energy and its positive effects on local communities. The children showed great
enthusiasm and engagement, participating actively in discussions about renewable energy, its various
forms, and its environmental benefits. The presentation not only educated them on how renewable
technology works but also provided insight into the roles of professionals in the renewable energy sector.
This interactive session aimed to foster an early appreciation of sustainable practices and their importance
for future generations.

8.2 Donation to Community Projects

In November 2023, the Applicant made a donation of £2,000 to support local community initiatives,
including the Newton Stewart Christmas Light Group and the Cree Valley Area Development Trust (CVADT)
Winter Wonderland Event. This contribution was intended to enhance the community celebrations, while
demonstrating the Applicant’'s commitment to supporting and enriching the local community beyond the
scope of the primary project activities.

8.3 Press Advertising

The Applicant also engaged with the local community through strategic press advertising in the bi-monthly
Wigtown newsletter, The Machars Observer. In the December 2023/January 2024 edition, the Applicant
placed a full-colour back-page advertisement, as shown in Appendix 8.1.

This was followed by a second full-page piece in the April/May/June 2024 edition (Appendix 8.2), which
focused on the Applicant's commitment to enhancing biodiversity within its previous wind farm projects,
and its intention to replicate these efforts at the current site. These advertisements aimed to inform the
community about the Applicant’s ongoing initiatives and reinforce their commitment to integrating
biodiversity considerations into the project.

8.4 John Cooper MP Meeting

Following his election at the 2024 General Election, the Applicant met with the newly elected MP for
Dumfries and Galloway, John Cooper MP on Friday 13t September 2024 to provide a detailed overview of
the project since its launch in July 2023, covering both phases of consultation and discussing the
establishment of the CLG.
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9. Feedback and Applicants

Response

All feedback received during the all phases of the consultation has been considered by the Applicant
throughout the design iteration and pre-planning stages of the Proposed Development. A summary of

feedback, issues and concerns raised, together with the Applicant’s response to each can be found in

below.

There were 260 completed feedback forms throughout phase 1 of the consultation, submitted both at the
consultation event and online via the Proposed Development's dedicated website, and 180 completed

feedback forms throughout phase 2 of the consultation. The table below shows the key themes raised
within the feedback, and the Applicant’s response to these issues.

Key Issue

Applicant Response

Landscape and Visual Impact

The most common area of
feedback received focused on
the landscape and visual
aspect of the proposal.

The Applicant recognises that the landscape and visual aspect of the
Proposed Development was a key concern within the community and
has sought to incorporate this feedback in the final design.

Following the public exhibitions, the Applicant removed eight turbines
from the layout design, reduced the tip height of 2 turbines to 210m
(with the other turbines at a tip height of 250m) and revised the
remaining turbine locations. One of the key drivers for this change,
alongside minimising effects on heritage assets and sensitive habitats,
was to reduce visibility from key viewpoints. This includes visibility
from the Merrick being reduced from six turbines to two blade tips and
reducing the overall spread of the wind farm from views in Wigtown
and Newton Stewart. Additionally, these revisions have aimed to
minimise the visibility of any necessary aviation lighting from within the
Dark Sky Park.

Landscape architects have undertaken extensive assessment work to
inform the design development and turbine layout. Each turbine
location has moved to varying degrees to refine the design and
minimise impacts wherever possible. The Applicant is looking to
achieve a design that strikes an acceptable balance between the
visibility of the Proposed Development and its ability to generate
significant amounts of renewable energy. Ultimately, the acceptability
of this design will be assessed by the determining authority in relation
to current energy policy and planning requirements having considered
feedback from consultees as well as representations by members of
the community and wider public.

Tourism

A large section of respondents
referenced concerns over the
impact that the proposed wind
farm would have on the local
area's tourism industry.

Research to date indicates that onshore wind development has had no
adverse impact on the tourism industry in Scotland. However, an
assessment is included within the S36 Application with specific regard
as to whether the Blair Hill project will have any effect on tourism
behaviour and the tourism economy.

The assessment considers the potential effects that the Proposed
Development could have on tourism, following a focused approach on
effects related to the Galloway Dark Sky Park and key tourist
attractions and recreation assets. For example, the assessment on the
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Galloway Dark Sky Park found that whilst there may be localised
impacts from the aviation lighting on a limited number of dark sky
locations, it is unlikely that the presence of the Proposed Development
would affect dark sky tourism as a whole in the area.

The overall conclusions of the assessment found that the Proposed
Development is not expected to affect local accommodation providers,
recreational activities and tourism attractions.

The BiGGAR Economics report: Wind Farms and Tourism Trends in
Scotland (2021), found that while the capacity of wind farms had more
than quadrupled over the study period, employment in tourism related
sectors had increased by more than 20%. It found no relationship
between tourism employment and wind farm development, at the

level of the Scottish economy, across local authorities nor in the locality
of wind farm sites.

Ecology

Many respondents focused on
ecology in their feedback.

Protecting and minimising any potential direct or indirect impacts on
local wildlife and their habitats is of utmost importance and the
Applicant takes this responsibility seriously. The Applicant has looked
to mitigate any potential effects of the Proposed Development during
construction and operation on the habitats and protected species that
are found to be present or active within the site.

Extensive ecological surveys have been completed across the site for
habitats, protected species and fish. The survey findings show that the
habitats are a mix of areas of commercial conifer plantation and a
mosaic of common upland vegetation types which are grazed by
livestock, including areas of acid and marshy grasslands, bracken, wet
heath, and bog.

The protected species surveys indicate the presence of otter, badger,
bats, reptiles and potentially pine marten at, or in close proximity to,
the site. The fisheries surveys indicated many of the suitable
watercourses on and around the site contained brown trout, with one
watercourse downstream having low numbers of Atlantic salmon. The
design of the wind farm has included avoidance and buffering from
key features.

The design of the wind farm has included appropriate buffers on
known breeding sites for barn owl and lek sites for black grouse.

Updated proposals include a Biodiversity Enhancement and
Management Plan that could include Broadleaved woodland creation,
Peatland Restoration and Bracken Control/Native Scrub Creation.

Heritage Assets

A significant proportion of
respondents referenced the
impact that the development
would have on protected
historical monuments.

Within, or directly adjacent to, the site there are six Scheduled
Monuments: Dalvaird Cairn (SM1015), Drumfern Cairn and Stone Circle
(SM1019), Napper's Cottage Cairn (SM5676), The Thieves, Standing
Stone (SM1044), Cordorcan Cairn (SM10385) and Garlies Castle
(SM7916). Feedback from Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and
Dumfries and Galloway Council, as well as comments from the public
consultation, have significantly influenced the final design. The design
has been revised to include a larger set back distance from Scheduled
Monuments to avoid any adverse impacts on the integrity of their
settings. Amongst other changes, the two turbines closest to Garlies
Castle has been removed, as well as the four turbines closest to
Dalvaird cairn.

In addition to these design considerations, the Applicant is actively
exploring enhancement proposals to improve public accessibility to the
heritage assets within the site. This could be achieved through a
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network of new and upgraded footpaths, forming a signposted
heritage trail throughout the site. The Applicant believes that this
initiative will unlock the site's heritage, promoting awareness and a
better understanding of the historic environment for both the local
community and visitors alike.

Noise

A significant proportion of
respondents referenced the
noise that would be generated
by the wind farm

The acoustic profile of the turbines is one of many important
considerations that has been assessed and carefully managed as part
of the site design. The design process has ensured that the Proposed
Development doesn't exceed the strict acoustic limits which will be set
within the planning conditions should consent be granted. These limits
correspond to existing background acoustic levels typical in the local
area, which will control the wind farm acoustics in relation to nearby
residential properties.

Operation and construction acoustic assessments and prediction have
been undertaken in accordance with the relevant standards, current
assessment methodologies and best practice as determined by the
regulatory bodies, which include Dumfries and Galloway Council, the
Scottish Government and the UK Institute of Acoustics.

In consultation with Dumfries and Galloway Council, we have
undertaken a background noise survey at a number of locations
around the site to establish the existing background sound levels.
Appropriate noise limits were calculated through analysis of baseline
conditions and the criteria set specified by the ETSU-R-97 guidelines.
These limits will be agreed with the regulatory authority, and the site
will be required to comply with these strict noise limits set within
planning conditions.

A sound propagation model was used to predict the noise levels due to
the proposed wind farm at nearby residential properties over a range
of wind speeds. The predicted operational noise levels are within noise
limits at nearby residential properties at all considered wind speeds.
Therefore the Proposed Development complies with the relevant
guidance on wind farm noise.

Aviation Lighting

Several respondents
referenced the aviation
lighting as a key issue related
to the wind farm proposals

The Applicant appreciates concerns raised about the impacts of
aviation lighting on the Dark Sky Park. We have agreed a reduced
lighting strategy with the Civil Aviation Authority that means only six
out of 14 turbines would need to be lit. Technologies are being
developed that include the ability to turn on the lights only when
aircraft are approaching the wind farm, and RES is committed to using
new technology as it becomes available to reduce impacts further.

Decisions to the layout design have sought to reduce potential visibility
of any required aviation lighting from within the Dark Sky Park.

The red aviation lighting currently used is designed to focus the light
across and upwards for the attention of aircraft rather than downward
to those at ground level. The light intensity varies in response to
weather conditions and visibility - with lighting dimmed to 10% of their
intensity in good visibility but maximised in cloudy or foggy weather. In
some instances, infra-red lighting may be possible which is invisible to
the naked eye. The proposed lighting strategy will be presented in the
planning application, which will also include a night-time visual impact
assessment, visualisations and Zone of Theoretical Visibility showing
the extents of visibility of the agreed aviation lighting scheme.
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10. Post-submission
engagement.

10.1 Ongoing engagement

The Applicant is committed to maintaining active and ongoing engagement with local stakeholders
throughout the entirety of the application process. This commitment extends beyond the initial submission
phase and encompasses continuous interaction and communication to ensure transparency throughout
the project’s lifespan.

To support this ongoing engagement, the Applicant will host two post-submission information sessions, as
detailed below. Additionally, regular meetings of the CLG will continue throughout the lifespan of the
application, ensuring consistent communication and involvement from the community and political

stakeholders.

10.2 Post-submission information sessions

The Applicant will be presenting the final design of the wind farm at two information drop-in sessions in
Newton Stewart and Wigtown. These events will offer an opportunity to see how The Applicant has
incorporated feedback from the local community to shape the final design of the wind farm. On display at
the sessions will be a series of exhibition boards and projected viewpoints that were submitted as part of

the Section 36 application.

Members of the project team, including a number of technical consultants, will be on hand to discuss the
project and answer any questions the community may have. Details on the locations and times of these
events will be shared on the project website and in newsletters sent to households.

The information presented will also be available to view on the dedicated project website.
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11. Conclusion.

11.1 Concluding statement

From the outset, the Applicant has been dedicated to engaging with the local community and stakeholders,
ensuring a thorough and inclusive consultation process for the Proposed Development.

While not mandated by statute for a Section 36 application, the Applicant has actively pursued and
exceeded best practices in the community engagement and public consultation, as evidenced by the two
extensive rounds of public consultation and the establishment of the Community Liaison Group.

The Applicant extends sincere appreciation to those who participated in the in-person public exhibitions,
reviewed the proposals online, and provided valuable feedback via email and telephone. The feedback
received has been invaluable, directly influencing and shaping the project's design in significant ways. In
response to community feedback, the Applicant made substantial revisions, including reducing the number
of proposed turbines from 22 to 14, with two turbines at a reduced tip height of 210 metres and the
remaining 12 at 250 metres. Furthermore, the locations of each turbine have been carefully adjusted to
minimise potential impacts and better align with community expectations.

These modifications underscore the Applicant's commitment to ensuring that the development is
responsive to local needs and priorities. By integrating community feedback into the project’s design, the
Applicant has not only met regulatory requirements but also demonstrated a genuine commitment to
creating a development that reflects the concerns and values of the local community. This collaborative
approach has resulted in a scheme that is both environmentally and socially considerate, highlighting the
meaningful impact of the consultation process on the final design
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12. Appendices.

4.1 Introductory Stakeholder Email
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renewable Energy Systems Limited
Third Floor, 5TV, Pacific Quay
Glasgow G51 1P0, United Kingdom

power for good #44 (0)1414 045 500 | info@res-group. com

st July 2023

RE: Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal

| am writing to let you know that RES iz in the early stages of exploring the potential for a wind farm
located approximately 6km north of Hewton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

About RES

RES is the world's largest independent renewable energy company and is active in onshore and offshore
wind, solar, energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution. As an industry innovator for
over 40 years, RE5S has delivered more than 23GW of renewable energy projects across the globe and
supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 126W worldwide for a large client base.

From itz Glasgow office, RES has been deweloping, constructing and operating wind farms in Scotland
since 1993, Across Scotland, RES has developed and/or built twenty one wind farmsz in Scotland with a
total generation capacity of 597MW, including the Solwaybank Wind Farm near Langholm, constructed
in 2020.

Scoping Report submission

Having undertaken initial site feasibility work we are now preparing for more detailed environmental
and technical site survey work which will be carried out over the coming months to help inform the
design. In line with this we have submitted a Scoping Report to the Scottish Government's Energy
Conzents Unit (ECU) which sets out and seeks feedback on the proposed scope of environmental
assessment work.

The Scoping Report includes an early design for the proposed scheme comprising up to 22 turbines with
a maximum tip height of 250m, resulting in an overall site generating capacity of 145MW._ Blair Hill
wWind Farm would be capable of generating clean, low-cost renewable electricity for more than 150,000
homes each year (based on the current layout). Onshore wind projects like Blair Hill contribute to
Scotland’s net zero targets target, enable more energy to be gensrated domestically improving security
of supply, and are the cheapest form of new electricity generation, alongside offshore wind and large-
scale solar. This makes developments like Blair Hill mot just good for the environment but also for the
CONSUMET._

RES is committed to ensuring that, wherever reasonably practicable, local contractors and employees
are used in all aspects of wind farm development. Blair Hill Wind Farm could provide a vital economic
boost, create skilled, sustainable job:z and help to drive a cleaner and mare resilient economy. The
development is predicted to deliver around £6 million of inward investment in the form of jobs,

©RES iz a registered trademark | Registered in England & Walzs Number 1589961
Registered office Beaufort Cowrt, Egg Farm Lane, Kings Langley, Hertfordshire WD BLR | vwoere. res-group. com
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employment and the use of local services. In addition, around £1.5million in business rates will be paid
each year to Dumfries and Galloway Council to help fund vital local services within the community.

We also believe that enshore wind should provide direct, lasting benefits to local communities. RES
takes a tailored approach and works directly with the community to understand the local priorities,
needs and community projects which the community would like the wind farm to support in the local
area. RES is proposing that the package of community benefits from Blair Hill Wind Farm will be up to
£5,000 per MW (or eguivalent) of installed capacity per annum. Consent will be sought for 50 years.
The community could, therefore, potentially benefit from financial investment of approximately £36
million during the operational period which would create positive social and economic impacts and
provide a lasting legacy in the local area.

Hext steps

RES believes in meaningful and effective consultation, and we aim to engage early with the local
community and key stakeholders in order to facilitate constructive consultation. This helps to identify
issues and concerns, as well as benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when
developing the design.

In the coming weeks, we will be undertaking a number of consultation activities including public
exhibitions and launching a dedicated project website. We would welcome the opportunity to organise
an intreductory telephone or video-call with you to disouss the project and answer any initial questions
that you may have at this stage.

RES are pleased to be supporting the Wigtown Show in 2023, If visiting the show on 2™ August, please
come along to see us at our stand for more information on how RES are supporting Scotland's

Environment, Economy and Consumers.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like further information please don't hesitate to
get in touch.

fours sincerely,

Sarah McArthur

Development Project Manager
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5.1 Phase 1 Consultation

Newsletter (September
2023)
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BLAIR HILL
WIND FARM rES

SEPTEMBER 2023 power for good

RES is in the early stages of exploring the potential for a wind farm located approximately 6km north of
Mewton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

Initial environmental and technical surveys have been undertaken to ensure the site is suitable for a
wind farm development, and to inform a preliminary layout and design.

Public Exhibitions

We are keen to engage with the local community
and as part of our pre-application consultation wo
are holding public exhibitions in the local area to
share more information about the project and to
enable you to provide us with your feedback. RES
staff will be on hand to answer any questions or
queries, and comment forms will be available to
gather feedback.

Tuesday 3rd October 2023
3pm to 8pm
McMillan Hall

Dashwood Square, Newton Stewart DG8 6EQ All information provided at the public axhibition
will also be available at

www, blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
from 3™ October 2023.

Wednesday 4th October 2023
3pm to 8pm

Lesser Hall, Wigtown County Buildings
Wigtown, DG8 9JH

The public exhibitions initiate a consultation period being run by RES to gather comments on the proposal.
The closing date for comments is Friday 20th October 2023.

Comments forms will be available at the public exhibition. Comment forms will also be available on the
website above from the day of the exhibition and can be submitted via email to carey.green@res-group.
com. Hard copies can be sent by post to RES, Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ.

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to the determining authonty (Scottish Government's
Energy Consents Unit). There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining authority showld am application be made.
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Blair Hill Wind Farm at a Glance

The proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm is located approximately 6km north of Hewton Stewart, Dumfries
and Galloway. The proposed wind farm is situated in an area identified in the Dumfries and Galloway
Council Local Development Plan as being an area with potential for wind farm development.

Based on our initial studies, the wind farm would comprise up to 22 turbines, each with a maximum
height of 250m, resulting in an overall site generating capacity of 145MW enough to power around
150,000" homes with clean, low-cost electricity. Onshore wind projects like Blair Hill would
contribute to the Scottish Government’s net zero target of 2045, enable more energy to be generated
domestically improving security of supply, and is one of the cheapest form of new electricity
generation?, alongside other renewable energy technologies. This makes developments like Blair Hill
not just good for the environment but also for the consumer

RES believes that onshore wind should provide direct, lasting benefits to local communities. As part
of our consultation we will work directly with the community to understand how the wind farm could
support the local area and help to secure long-term economic, social and environmental benefits.
This approach will help to deliver a tailored community benefits package, should the project receive
consent, that is aligned with the local communities’ priorities.

RES in Scotland

RES, a British company, is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company with operations
across Europe, the Americas and Asia-Pacific. At the forefront of renewable energy development for over
40 years, RES has developed and/or built more than 23GW of renewable energy capacity worldwide.

From its Glasgow office RES has been developing, constructing and operating wind farms in Scotland since
1993. RES has developed and/or built twenty one wind farms in Scotland with a total generation capacity
of 5ITMW.

Sarah McArthur Carey Green

Development Project Manager Community Relations Manager

= Sarah.McArthur@res-group.com = carey.greeni@res-group.com
o . 07570 291 408 . 01872 226 931

RES, Third Floor, 5TV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ

If you require information in Braille, large text or audio, please let us know.

1 The homes figure has been by taking the annual electricity generation of the site (based on RES assessments Blair Hill has a predicted
oapacity fastor of 42 B%) and dividing this byﬁemmﬂmrﬂ;e{uumq figures from the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy [BEIS) showing
that the annual UK average domestio housshold sonsumption is 3,509 kWh [Dea 2022).

1 hitps:/ fwoww businessgreen.comi/nevws. 4122038 wake-opponents-net-zero-government-predicts-gas-power-times-expensive-renewables- 20735
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5.2 Phase 1 Consultation
Newsletter Mailout Radius
(September 2023)
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5.3 Social Media Graphic
Sent to Cree Valley
Community Council to
Advertise Consultation

Blair Hill Wind Farm es
Public Exhibitions

RES is in the early stages of exploring the potential for a wind farm located
approximately 6km north of Newton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

Tuesday 3rd October 2023 Wednesday 4th October 2023

McMillan Hall Lesser Hall, s

Dashwood Square, Wigtown County Buildings e
Newton Stewart DG8 6EQ Wigtown DG8 9JH s e — -

The public exhibitions initiate a consultation period being run
by RES to gather comments on the proposal. The closing date
for comments is Fri
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5.4 Galloway Gazette

Advertisement (September
2023)
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

RES 15 in the early stages of exploring the potential far a wind farm Located approximately
&l narth of Hewton Stewart, Dumifries and Gallowaye

W are keen to ongage with the local commanity and as part of our pre-application
consktation we are holding public extibitions in the local area to enable people to find out
mare about the proposal and provide ws weth their views. RES staff will be an hand 1o answer
arry questions or queries, and questionnaires will be availabie to gather feedback.

Tuesday 3rd October 2023 McMillan Hall
Dashwood Square, Newton
3|.'.|TI1 s E|}IT‘| Stewart DGE 6EQ

Lesser Hall,
Wednesday 4th October 2023 Wigtown County Buildings

3pm to 8pm Wigtown, DGB 9JH

&1l information pravided al the public exhililions will also be
available at wwss blair il wrindfarm. oo, uk from 3rd Octaber 2023,

The publls exdninitioes witale o comalTaticn peried bedng run by RES 1o gather comiments on the
prapecal, The closing date for comenents & Friday J0th Oetaber TOAE, Comments wilk still be
Bcepted after this date but may rot B2 consldered In relation T e design delapmeant,

Comiments Fanee will b available ol the public exhibation. Comment Torms will slsa be
avallatde on the vebsite abesve Trom the day of the eshibxiticn and can be submitied via emad
1e Carey BrasrEres-group oo, Hard coples Cae b sent by poat te RES, Thind Frooe, 5TV, Pacific
Cpiay, Glasgow, GE1 1P

Please nobe ot commencs sebwmvdbed o BES of this time gre not represendations do the
dedaimining auchaaily (Scarrish Geasrmmenr's Eneirgy Condsiins i), Thare wiill be o apparionliy
bo mbmid representations to bhe detenmining pubhermiy should on aoplicobion be mods,

Fer more nformalion, please visil our website st

www, blairhill-windfarm.co.uk

[airH_ 150 2 mm_ SR inad |
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5.5 PowerPoint Slides from
Meeting with CVCC (August
2023)

Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal
August 2023
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AGENDA ms

+ Introductions “

+ About RES

+ About the proposal

+ Q&A
+ AOB
Glenchamber Wind Farm. between New Luce, Kirkcowan and Glenluce
1
RES es
AT A GLANCE
ACTIVITIES TECHNOLOGIES
DEVELOP CONSTRUCT SUPPORT WIND SOLAR STORAGE T&D GREEN
SERVICES HYDROGEN

RES is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company
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RES
IN SCOTLAND

Onshore wind projects in Scotland

Map updated: May 2021

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
WHY WIND?

- National Development

» Net zero carbon targets
« Energy security

- Low-cost electricity

» Improved performance and output

@ Development 8

@ in planning ~A"iﬂ
@ consented [ 4

: Under construction g’,‘f:;,

s

RES has developed andor built
and/or operates a range of projects
across Scotlend including:

Forss | and I|
Cairnmore Hill
Kintradwell

Hill of Towle | and I

Glens of Foudland

Caim Duhie {and redesign)
Beinneun

Hill of Fare

Meikle Carswe

Earlseat

Little Raith

Penmanshiel

2ap
Solwaybank and Bloch
Glenchamber
Longeroft

Torfichen

s

Hill of Towie Wind Farm, Moray
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ABOUT THE PROJECT

es

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
DESIGN LAYOUT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

s
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
CUMULATIVE IMPACT

es

power for good

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ETA SCOPING REPORT

SCOPING FIGURE 5.5

S ST ,, e N e S

P 03 sco_rca s comuarves

PTE——

NG X 4 — ERTRORMENTAL TMPACT ASSESSHERT
= 'ScOPING REPORT 2023

es

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

» Landscape and Visual

» Cultural Heritage

* Ecology

= Ornithology

* Geology, Hydrology & Hydrogeology
+ Traffic and Transport

- Noise and Vibration

+ Climate Balance

» Forestry

= Aviation

= Other Issues (Shadow Flicker and Telecommunications)
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
TRANSPORT AND ACCESS

es

power for good

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

FIGURE 10.1
STUDY AREA

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
MAXIMISING LOCAL BENEFIT

- Potential £6m inward investment
Supply chain opportunities
« £1.5m business rates/annum

Community Ownership

es

es
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
COMMUNITY BENEFITS

+ Tailored community benefit package
- Equivalent to £5k/MW

= LEDS

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
CONSULTATION

= First public exhibition

+ Consultation zone

= Feedback opportunities
- lterative design process

« Second public exhibition

7%

s

Local
Electricit
Discoun
Scheme
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Thank you! fESw

Sarah McArthur Carey Grfaen _
Project Development Manager Community Relations Manager
+44 7570 291 408 +44 01872 226931

sarah.mcarthur@res-group.com carey.green@res-group.com

T &8 19)

WWW.res-group.com
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5.6 PowerPoint Slides from

meeting with Emma Harper
MSP (October 2023)

Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal - October 2023

— e

s

J0 create a future where

eéveryone has access to
affordable zero.carbon energy
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AGENDA

+ Project overview

+ Q&A
» AOB

Introductions

s

RES
IN SCOTLAND

52

es

Onshore wind projects in Scotland

Development
In planning W, & RES has develaped and/or built

and/or apera
Comsented across Scotland

a of prajects
ding:

Undler const:

eesee

Operational

1 Forsslandil
2 Cairnmare Hill
1 Kersdwell
4 Hill of Towse | and Il
5 Glens of Foudland
8
8
0

Cairn Duhie (and redesign)
Beinneun
Hill of Fare
Moikle Carewe
10 Eartseat
11 Litte Raith
12 Penmanshiel
13 Black Hill
14 Tormywheel

15 Neilston
1 Kelburn

17 Froasdail
18 Killean

19 Cowr

0 Blary Hill
21 Sclenteuch
22 Minnysap

23 Selwaynank and Bloch
24 Glenchamber

% Longcroft

26 Torfichen

CAVENDISH



BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
ABOUT THE PROJECT

s

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

es

CONSTRAINTS PLAN

53

CAVENDISH




54

N I e

Technical and environmental survey work
Review of survey work and findings
Design development and refinement

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) work

Project exhibitions Project exhibitions
(initial design) {final design)

Project goes public

it Section 36 submitted
July Dec Sept
2023 2024

BLAIRHILLWIND FARM T S e S R S R e : ms
i TRANSPORT AND ACCESS

T R
power for good
BLATR HILL WIND FARM
FIGURE 10.1
STUDY AREA
b e
»

¥ gt
1 o R Gl T 1 i “Senping Bapert 031
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

es

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
MAXIMISING LOCAL BENEFIT

* Tailored community benefit package
*« LEDS
* Working with the local supply chain

+ Shared ownership

es

Local
Electricity
Dlscount
Scheme

CAVENDISH
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| BLAIR HILL WIND FARM '
 FEEDBACK a

....................................................................................... . iCale LR,

» Early engagement
* Feedback opportunities

* |terative design process

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
NEXT STEPS

* Design evolution
* Ongoing consultation

* Second public exhibition

Mes

CAVENDISH
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Sarah McArthur

Project Development Manager

+44 7570 291 408

es

power for good

Carey Green
Community Relations Manager
+44 01872 226931

sarah.mcarthur@res-group.com carey.green@res-group.com

ik

g ) W

www.res-group.com
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5.7 PowerPoint Slides from
meeting with Mid Galloway
and Wigtown Ward
Councillors (November
2023)

Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal - November 2023 es

TJo create a future where
everyone _has access to
affordablel zero.carbon energy
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AGENDA

Introductions

» Project overview

= Consultation overview

Next steps
- AOB

s

Glenchamber Wind Farm, between New Luce, Kirkcowan and Glenluce

59

RES
IN SCOTLAND

Onshore wind projects in Scotland

@ Development
@ in planning
@ Comented
@ Undor comiruction
@ Operationai

es

RES ras developed and/or built
and/or operates a range of projects
acrom bestland wcluding

Back Hill
4 Tomywhesl
5 Heilston

s Kaelbum
T Fremdail
L
]

R ——

20 Solwaybark snd Bloch
4 Glenchambes

¥ Longeroft

6 Torfichen

27 B Hll

CAVENDISH



BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
PROJECT OVERVIEW AND UPDATE

s

60

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM res
CONSULTATION OVERVIEW

4176 c.330 262

Newsletters Unigue Visitors Comment Forms
Mo anawer | 1% o -
I o't Ifloe onehare wind fanms in general 1% | strongly d Eagree
| am cpposad 0% |d.ldem “ma
o "
CAVENDISH
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

CONSULTATION OVERVIEW

es

Mo answer 15.3%
Port William 0.8%
Wigiown 13.4%
Giran and District |~ 0.4%
Kirkmabreck 1%
The Rayal Burgh of Whitharn and District | 0.4%
Royal Burgh of Kirkoudbright and Disrice || 0.6%
Sarbie 4%
Stranraer 0.4%
Kirkzowan 19%
Barrhil Community Council 15%
Cree Valley Community Counc 61.8%
BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
CONSULTATION OVERVIEW
oot Az S
e G i [ ehasslogufodurat verage|

EL
:_w:mmlssmnlﬁé 5
| 1% |
=
EL R

Err——

[ Praimity to Hausing | 5%

W
[Frapery e |
b i
[Peat
| 2% | [

FL Y
I 1%

= | :-I::Ennn""" -E

; ! Canstnacticn |
¥ Dark Sky Fark | |
™
| = |
Mathonal Fark bid
™
[Landscape and sal | [ yratagy
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
INDICATIVE TIMELINE

Technical and environmental survey work

Review of survey wark and findings

Design development and refinement

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) work

Praject exhibitions Praject exhibitions
{initial designy {final design)

July Dec Sept
2023 2024

goes pubilic

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM es
NEXT STEPS

» Design evolution

* Second public exhibition

» Ongoing consultation

CAVENDISH
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Sarah McArthur Carey Green

Project Development Manager Community Relations Manager
+44 7570 291 408 +44 01872 226931

sarah.mcarthur@res-group.com carey.green@res-group.com

o )

WWW.res-group.com
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5.8 October 2023

Consultation Boards
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About RES
The world'’s largest Independent renewable energy company

RES has been at the forefront ofwind energy development for over 40 years and delivered more
than 23GW of renewable energy projectsworldwide. We employ more than zswpassonaepq:pk
across the globe and are active In 14 countries, working across onshore and offshore wind, salar,
energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution

sumlnibl\lry bes 3t the core of our business actvty andvaluses, and we have bean leading efforts to craate
has access to affordable e carbon energy. The Z3GW of green energy that we
have developed andror constructed offsets more than 21 million tonnes of carbon every year

RES In Scotland

RES Is a privately-owned company with 2 proud history in Scotland. We grew out of Sir Robert McAlpine, a
British familty-owned firm with over 140 years of experience In constriction and engineering Inclding the
Glenfinnan Viaduct In the Highlands and the Emirates Arena and Sir Chris Hay Velodrome In Glasgow. From
our Glasgow office we have constructing wind famms in Scotland since 1993.

‘We have developed and/or built 21 wind Orshore wind projects in Scatland
farms In Scotland. with a total generation
capacity of 597 MW, Including Sohwaybank
Wind Farm near Langholm. Wewere also
Imvaved In the 17-turbine Glenchamber

‘Wind Farm niear New Luce. which we now T
operate. Ourworkwith local contractor H o s s

Lusce Bay during construction of the wind
farm, saw maore than £8 mallion imvested
In the local economy provicing

employment on site for 45 local people.

IR
!

PETTILL L

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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About the Project

‘We are seeking your views on the design. which has inttial technical
and environmental surveys, for our Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal.

The proposed Blair Hillwind Farm i located approximately 6km north of Newton Stewart, Dumfries
and Galloway. The site was chasen because it has good wind resource, few ecological constraints,
straightforward access and s close to a viable grid connection. It is also identified In the Dumifries and
Galloway Council Loca| Development Plan 2 being an area with potential for wind farm deveiopmant

Basad on our Initial studies, the wind farm would comprise up to 22 turbines, each with 2 maximum height
of 250m, resulting In an overall site generating capacity of 145MW. Turbine technology has advanced
considarabiy In fecent years, mesning that turbines are now t=ller and more efficient which ensbles them
to generate a significantly graster amount of renewable electricity per turbine. If consented, Blzir Hill
wouid be capzhle of generating clean. low-cost renewable el=ctrity for arund 150,000" homes eachy=ar

oV i R

e L

[T

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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About the Project

A battery storage Faclity Is also proposed with 2 power output of around 100MW and a storege capacity
of around 200MW to help Increase the flesibility and genertion opportunities of the site.

In AUt 2023, we submitted 3 Scoping, zapmmmas:mnm Government's ENergy Consents Unit (ECU)
which sets out and seeks th d scope of work. Consultee
feedback to the Scoping Report continues to be mlewe\iand any necessary changes made to the proposed
scope of environmental and technicalwork.

Detailed :mlrmmlatlrrmnssmuml.:m: studies and smeyswllu:lmlm! to be undertaken over
the coming he design. The this E1a wark, together witth feadback from
the local community and s:aksmuerswllbemsm.as part of the design development.

The Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal will have an instzlled generating capacity graater than SOMW. AS

such, the appliation for planning consent will be submitted by RES ta the Scottish Govemment's Energy
Consents Linit under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1983 (the Electricity Act) and determined by Scottish
Ministers. Dumfries Couw a e In the process. we cumently expect
to submit the Saction 36 application arcund summer 2024.

Indicative timeline
I T T T S
[ ey |
[ e v
[ e - ]

CmE——— | o s
I

an = =
anzs mae

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Evironmental Considerations

As part of the plenning process RES will undsrtake an Environmental Impact Assessment [EIA). The purpose
of an ElA &5 to identify any sigraficant potential effects of a development on the environment and, where
applicable, Identify mitigation measures to avold or reduce potential effects. It 2lso identifies opportunities
for restoration and enhancement. The ELA for Blair Hill wind Farm will include the following assessments:

Ecology Ornithology
The non-avian Ecalogy Impact Assessment will Awalding Impacts on bird spacies, wharever
Imvohee & range of studies Including habitats, possible, Is an important factor In the design of the

protected spacies, notable spacies (2. national and  site Already, we have commissioned over 500 hours
European Protacted Specles) and locally protectsd  of basslina ornithological sewey work over the last
spectes. Further habitat and species assessment work two years during bresding and non breeding seasons
will ba undertaken over tha coming manths asthe o bulld our understanding of the spacies on sita

2 ps and B

Surveys have Included flght path activity, breeding
behavlour and winter walkover surveys.

Shadow flicker

shadow flicker 5 a phenomenon whers, under car-
tain circumstances of geographical position and time
of day, the sun may pass behind the mtars of 2

wind turbine and cast a shadow over neighbouring
properties. when the blades rotate, the shadow flicks
onand off. It only occurs inside bulldings where the

licker appe: ‘window opening

The Blair HIll Wind Farm proposal Is being designed
In away that will minimise any potential for shadow
flicker. Shadow flicker can be easily modelled and
mitigatad in a number of ways (2. shadow
detection technology on relevant turbines to
create a shutsown tmetable if necessary).

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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turbines.

A high- level appraisal has been camed out in relation to Scheduled Monuments, Listed Bulldings,
Inventoned Gardens and Designated Landscapes and inventoried Gattiefieldswhich have been identified
within thevicinity of the site These Include remains of Garlles Castle (SMP916) and Calmsmare of Flest,
Caim (SM2316) to the south-west. Potentiz] Impacts will be assessed and & programme of mitigation
proposed where appropriate.

pi i

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Design Layout and Infrastructure

medrmlmklwdwsﬂnmdmwmﬂﬁwwﬂhmmﬂm&hm
on the constraints that have been mapped s far and i the EIA C

There is a lot of wark still o do over the coming menths, and the designwill be developed and refined during
this e n rsponse to both the findings from techmcal and emwronmenta!survey werk 2 well s
feedback from local community.

Feedback at this eary stage has the patential to influence the design and Improve the overal quality of the
planning application. Please talk 1o owr project team If you have questions about the design or Ideas for
ways inwhich It could be Improved.

In addition to the wind th 1s expected toIndude:

« temporary construction and control bullding

= crane peds B ban.e'y storage Infrestructure

« temporary laydown areas adjecent to the turbines « a gatehouse compound

= access tracks + telecoms mast

« WatErCOwrsE crossings « concrete batching plant

= underground cables between turbines + potential drainage and drainage attenuztion maasures

« electrical switching station » potential sxcavations/borrow pit workings.

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Constraints Map

‘We have considered a number of site- specific constraints and buffers, as shown in the plan below, to Inform
the praliminary design of thewind Famm.

e

=

|

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk

“Wewill Shortly e commilssioning & range of Background coLSHIC STLdIes 3t selected properties in the ocal
‘area whichwill b2 agreadwith Dumnfries and Galloway's Emvironmental Health Offices. The surveys will
measure the acoustics at different times of the day and night in ordar to establish a baselina. The results of
the background sound survey will inform the setting of the nalse Umits for the operation of the wind famm.

The acoustic Impact of thewind farmwill be modalled, and tha output of this modeling work will be presanted
In the Acaustics chapter of the Emvironmental Impact Assessment mepun:aun;wm:huumnpany the
planning application. The Acoustics chepter of the that Rl il 2pproprizte
measures in the design, construction and operational pnmsnrmemndrumm ‘minamis2 the aCOLSHIC Impact

Avlation lighting

The turbines proposed for Blair HIll are above 150m in helght and will therefore require aviation ighting
50 that the turbines arevisible to aircraft. we will be consulting with the Civil Aviation Authority. local
alrports, the Ministry of Dafence and any other relevant consulteas over the coming menths to agree &
lighting strategy with them.

It isworth noting that not all turbines are kely to be required to be It - for example, lighting may just

ba required on outermast turbines. Furthermare, the red aviztion lighting Is designad to focus the light
‘across and upwards for the attention of aircraft rather than dowmward to thase t ground level There are
also variations In the Intensity of the lighting with lower levels required In goodvisibility and higher levels
required In cloudy or fopay 3 Infra-red pas h ks Invisible
tothe naked eye_ T 4 lighting strategy will b the planning application.

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Have Your Say

We and effective

The alms of cur consuiltation process are to-

« Engaga early with the local community to faiitate a constructive consultation process to help Identify
and understand concerms.

= Assist the locel community In understanding the bensfits and patential Impacts of the propased energy
storage systam.

» idd value and Improve the quality of our propase] though meaningful and prhductive consultation.

wewill hold second public exhibitions In 2024, ahead of submitting ary planning application, to present

an updated take Into from the local community and stakeholders.

Atthe second putlic eshibitions, we wil resent a Repart on Fescdback whichwill summiarss the written

feedback received during these exhibitions andwill explain any changes made tothe dasign In respanse to

this feedback.

Before we submit a planning application, wewill creste a Pre-Application Consultation Report (PAC). that
documents the community andwill also ‘any staps we have taken to
adapt our proposal.

At this stage we are Inviting the local community to subrmit comments directly to RES. If an appbcation Is
submitted there will be the cpportunlyy to submit representations to the determining Planning Autharity
at that time.

We are keen to understand Your vIews on
the proposal and the Infarmiation avallable
at this exhibinon.

Please take afew minutes to fill cut a
comment form with your feedback.

www.blairhlll-windfarm.co.uk
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Maximising Local Benefit

A power for good

RES s2aks 10 be @ power for good In communibas that nesghibour our projects by workang openty znd
constructvely to ensure tzngibla |ocal banafits We believe that onshore wind shouid provide direct,
lzsting benefits to local communities and there are @ number of ways that this cen be achieved.

W take 3 tallored approzch andwork directly with the community to undrstand how the wind farm
could suppart the kocal area and help to secure long-term economic, social and enviranmental benefits.
This approach will help 1o deliver 2 tailored community benefits package, that woud be warth £5,000
per MW {or equivalent) of installed capacity per annum, that is aligned with the priorities of the local
community and could. for Instance. provide funding for projects that sit cutside the parameters of a
traditonal zpplication-based fund.

s part of period we k on your ideas for local benefits and
priority projects that you would Uk to see mppmdurdamued In your community from Blair HllWind
Farm, should It recenve consent from other that we've: include:

» blodiversity Initiatives » business start-up Inltiatives.

- schames tovillage halls

- funding o schools and locol enmmunity groups. « community defbrlators

« improved broadband provtsion « Electric car charging points

« Improvements to local footpaths andior signage  « funding for local groups and organisations

any feedback which may tie o the design 1 particularly Important for s to capture at this eariy stage
sa that It can be considered In relation to the development and refinement of the scheme over the coming
maonths. it is Important to note that voluntary community benefits are not @ material planning consideration.

Local Electricity Discount Scheme
Our unigue Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS) seeks to deliver

direct and tanglbie beneiits to people Iving and working dosest to
RES' operational wind farms.

Developed In response to research and feedback from local communities

around RES” operationalwind fanms, LEDS offers an annual discount

to the electricity bills of those properties dosest to 3 participating Lo(al
RES wind farm F this Is something thatyou are Interested in as Electrici
a potential part of a tallored community benefits package at

Blair HIl, please note this in your written feedback to RES and DISCOUI"I
et our project taam knows If you would like more information. Scheme

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Maximising Local Benefit

Working with the local supply chain

Soma of the most direct and meaningful benefits that can ba delivered from a project e this are jobs and
employment for local businesses and contractors, In addition to the use of local services and amenities, all
of which can generate a significant amount of Inward Investment within the area.

RES Is committed to ensuring that. wherever reasonably practical local contractors are used In all aspects
of wind farm development. in order to maimise the opportunities from the Blair Hill Wind Farm propasal
e are ooking to bulld our knowledge of the Iocal skills and capabiliteswithin the area.

Expenditure In the local economy during th and wind Farms
warles from project tn projact due to varlows factors Including project size, project duration, and the
availability of local suppliers. In recent years, RES has seen typicsl spendwith local stakeholders, supplisrs
and service providers In the regon of £279,000 perwind and
Firstyesr of groject operation. In some cases, it has been possble to significantly Impreve on Ehis number.
The Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal Is predicted to delver appramately £6 million of Inward Investment to
the area In the form of Johs, employment, and use of Iocal services during the development, construction
and first year of aperation.

1F yo're a local business, or know one, Interested In getting invalved In onshore wind please spesk 1o our
project team.

Glenchamber Wind Farm — case study

‘Glenchambar, an 11 turbine wind farm located in Dumiries
and Galloway has an Installed capacity of Z7SMW and began
‘opesating In 2016. In keeping with ous comemitment to

maxdmise economic benefit to the local area, the ovil
‘engineering contractor chosen for Glenchamber was Luce Bay
Group who are based ust & miles fram the wind farm. RES' wark
with Luce Bay saw more than £8 milllon iwvested Into the loal
‘economy and prosided employment for 45 Iocal people.

Shared Ownership

RES Is interested mderslindwheﬂvarﬂlele is any appetite from the community in exploring the
potentsal for If this g that Interests you, please put this
In your comments form and spaak 0,001 project team. Local Energy Scotiand Is the Independnt body
that manages tha SCotISh GOVEMMMENt's Community and Renewabie Enery srhame (caRes) To find
outmore about the scheme visit: http twbi/sh

www.blalrhill-windfarm.co.uk
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The Need for Onshore Wind

Natlonal Development

“We are in 2 climate emergency, nature crisls, cost of Uving crisls and face Issues with securlty of energy
supply. Onshore wind can address all of these. This s recognised by the Scottish Government's Nationsal
Planning Framework 4 {NPF 4} which was published In February 2023. It ts Scotiand's long term spatial
strategy and categorisas onshore wind projectswith a generating capacity In excess of SOMW as Mational
Development. In principle It supports all forms of peneration incl wind

These are national targets for reaching Net Zero by 2045 and installing 206 of onshorewind by 2030.

Low-cost electricity

Onshorewind, alongside other renewable technologsas, are the cheapest form of elactricity genaratior
It.c2n be deployed quickly and delivered at lower costs than hydro, marine technologles, and noclear. If
consented, the Blair HIll Wind Farm scheme would be capable of generating enough dean, low-cost
renawzble electricity for mare than 150,000 homes® each year, basad on the preliminary dasign
presented at this exhibition. With the rising cost of Iiving and dimate change emergency. It Isimperative
thatwe delver elactricity efficlently and at the lowest cost o the consumer:

an 5 o 5 ]
= b, iy gy (651 4 i a s

[ Y

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Energy Security
safree and hhas zn Important role to play 25 partof a balanced
energy mb. it security by redy l ind bullds our resilience to
suddan fossi fuel price o of gobal markets In energy storaga
solutions will aso help capture excess enengy peneration. The current Blair Hillwind Farm proposal also
Incldes 3 TOOMW storage Facllity clency of the sita and further

contribute to energy securlty.

Improved performance and output

Turbing technology has n 'meaning that turbines are now taller and
more efficent whic te greater amount of renewable e per
turbine. Modern taller I the , oSt

of Ining crisis, and securty of enargy supply. The 250m turbines proposed at slair +ill would allow for far
‘greater benefits In terms of renewable electricity generation per turbine than smaller turbines would.

The turbines cumently under consideration for Blair HIll would have 2 penerating capacity of 6.6MW each.
Each turbinewould have the capacity to generate enough dean elactricity for around 6,800 homes. By
have cepacity of around 2 3MW. enough to power

a
approximately 1,800 homes.

Net zero carbon targets

A climate emergency was deciared by the UK Government and the Scottish Government In 2019, The UK
Government has set a legally binding target for reducing greenhouse gas emisslons to nat zaro by 2050 and
the Scottish Government has a net zero target of 2045. Renewables, and specifically onshore wind, will play
an Important role In helping achieve thesa targets.

Ta suppart net zero delivery across all sectors, Including heat, transport and industrizl processes, which zre
«currently heavly reliant on fossil fuels, It Is expected that there will be a substantial Increase In demand for
electridity In the coming decades. National Grid's Future Energy Scenarios' forecast that Scotland's pesk
demand for electricity will 2t lezst double within the next twenty years. This will require 2 substantial -
crease In Installed capacity aoss ll renewable technologles, including onshore wind.

scotland cumently has around 9.3GW of Installed onshore wind capadiy. The Scottish Government has set a
tarpet of 20GW of onshore wind by 2030 In order to help mest thelr legally-binding net zero targets. This Is

a substantial Increzse and will require significant deployment of new onshore wind projects In order to meet
this extra demand for green, zero-carban electricity.

| et utEra e s e s e

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Traffic and Access

Treffic 1s ane of the key lectinga farm site, particularly with regend
to the turbing delvertes. The delvery routs for turbine components Is @xpected to bevia the M74 to Carlisle
where they will take the A7S before taking the AT12 to the site 2ccess. This route avokds Newton Stawart.

Satety Is the key ind REs will be detailed swept path analysis of the turbine
delvery mute, as well 2 careful assessment of the main site access options. The preferred acress paint
and turbinz debivery route are shown on the map below.

Over the next few months, we will consult with tha local authority (Transport Scotiand and BEAR
Scotland), the emergency services, the focal community and other relevant bodies on our trznsport plans

A transport assessment will be undertaken as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process
and, if thewind farm s gven consant, a detailed Traffic Managament plan wil be agresd with the roads
authority and the police. Whereves reasanably practicable we will use materials avallable on site and source
construction matenals locally in ordar to help reduce traffic movernants.

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk

67

CAVENDISH



www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk

68

5.9 October
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2023 Projected

Viewpoint 2 - Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart

Viewpoints

m S BLAIR HILL WIND FARM | PROPOSAL
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Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell/Hill of Ochiltree

Viewpoint Information
Location Altrtude Nearest turbine Bearing to centre of photo
240496, 565645 S5MAOD T22 @ 4.07km 0 (R DRI T

ti gt 4

Viewpoint information
Location Altitude Mearest turbine Bearing to centre of photo
23705, 574100 1BOMAOD T2 @7.62km 103

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Viewpoint 7 — Merrick

Viewpoint information
Location Altrtude Nearest wrbine ‘Bearing to centre of photo
242760, 585539 84ZMAOD T @ 11.54km 186"

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Viewpoint 9 - Kirkcowan

Location Altitude Mearest turbine Bearing to centre of photo

233244, S60488 46mAOD T22 g 12.53km 357

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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power for good

Viewpoint 8 — A75 near Creetown

B

Location Altitude Hearest turbine Bearing to centre of photo

247182, 558175 SmMAOD T22 g 12.36km 339"

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road
North of Wigto

Location Altitude MNearest turbine Bearing to centra of photo
243494, 556206 SmMAOD T22 @ 13.29km 353

www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk
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Tip Height Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) - 15km

The Zone of Theoretical Visibiity (ZTV) map below theoretical extent of wherz

be vistble from within a 15km area, assuming 100% visibility. The ZTV Is screened and as such takes into
‘account landscape artefacts sich as trees, woodland and bulldings.
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5.10 October 2023
Feedback Form

RES believes in meaningful and productive consultation, and we aim to engage early with the local community and
key stakeholders j prder tn facititate constructive consultation. This helps to identify issues and concerns, a= well
as benefits and opportunities, which we can then consider when developing the design of the proposal.
At the Public Exhibitions we have presented preliminary design drawings. Feedback from the local commumity &
important at this stage of our pre-application consultation when it can have a direct influence on the final design
of the project.
‘wie would be grateful if you could take the time to fill out thiz comments form with your feedback. Please provide
feedback by 20™ October 2023. Comments will still be accepted after this date but may not be considered in
relation to the design development.
Plegse note that comments submitted Lo RES at this fime are not representations to the determining authority
(Soottish Government Energy Consends Unit). There will be an opportunity to submit representations to the
determining authority should on application be made.
1 Blair Hill wWind Farm public extvibition
11 How did you find out about owr public exhibitions?

[ Hewsletter through the door

[ advert in local newspaper

[ Project website - ww. blgidgll-windfarm. co.uk

[ word of mouth

[] other (please specify
|

1.2 Eefore visiting the exhibition how would you desoribe your knowledge of the proposed Blair Hill wind
Farm?

[ vnew a lot

[ wnew quite a lot
[ ¥new a little
[ wnew very little
[ wnew nothing at all
1.3 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel you hawve increased your understanding about
the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?
] Alet
[] ‘Quite a lot
] alittle
[ wery little
[ mothing at all

CAVENDISH



re Blair Hill Farm Proposal

Comments Form
power for good

1.4 Do you have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved owr exhibition?

2 Blair Hill Wind Farm Propasal

‘four views on the Blair Hill Wind Farm proposal - specfically the pretiminary layout of the project where people's
comments can have a direct influence - will be considered in relation to the design development of the project.

21 How oo you feel about the preliminary plans for Blair Hill wind Farm?
[ 1 am supportive
[ 1 am neutral
[ 1am oppozed
I:l I don't like onshore wind fanms in general

Further comments:

2.2 what do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of Elsir Hill Wind Farm?
[ 1 am happy with the propasad layout
[ 1 am neutral towards the proposed Layout
[ 1 have concems abaut the praposed Layout (please provide further details in the bax below)
I:l I don't like onshore wind fanms in general

Further comments:

72
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re Blair Hill Farm Proposal
Comments Form

porweer for good

3 Please provide us with any further suggestions or comments regarding the proposed Elair Hill wind
Farm

3 Local benefits

RES is proposing to deliver a tailored commumity benefits package aligned with the priorities of the local
community. This package would be worth £5,000 per megawatt (or equivalent) of installed capadity per annum
and could include RES' unique Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS), which offers an anmual discount to the
electricity bills of those properties closest to a participating wind farm.  The community benefit paclage will be
informed by feedback from the community so we are keen to understand what initiatives the community would
like to see supported by the benefits package.

31 within which Community Council are do you reside?

3.2 Do you have any suggestions or comments regarding ideas, local priorities, o community projects
that you would like to see henefitting from Blair Hill Wind Farm, should it go ahead? EBamples could
include bindiversity imitiatives, apprenticeshipsfeducational schemes, funding for schools and Iocal
community groups, improved broadband provisian, etc.

33 Do you have any other comments or feedback yith regand iy the community benefit package?

CAVENDISH
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4 Climate change, energy security and renewables

The below section i= optional and designed to help us understand people’s thoughts on how renewables can help to
tackle climate change and improve energy security.

41 Do you agree that we are facing a global diimate change emergency?
[ 1 strongly agree
[ 1agree
[ 1 don™t know
[ 1 disagre=
[ 1 strongly disagres
Further comments:

4.2 Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil fuels,
can help towards tackling the sswe of dimate change?

[] 1 strongly agree
[ 1agres

[ v don*t know

[ 1 disagrea

[ 1 strongly disagree

Further comments:

4.3 Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind fanmes to support greater energy independence
and security for Scotland?

[ 1 strongly agree
[ 1agree

[ 1 don™t know

[ 1 disagre=

[ 1 strongly disagres
Further comments:
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re Blair Hill Farm Proposal
Comments Form
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4.4 Do you agree that we need to develop onshore wind fanmes to cut energy bills?
[ 1 strongty agree
[ 1agree
[ 1 dont ko
[ 1 disagree
[ 1 strongty disagres

Further comments:

5 Your details
Please provide your name and contact details below.

Your contact details will be treated by RES with the strictest of confidence, in line with the General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR) 2018, We may at times share your contact details, in confidence, with third parties who we
employ to help process your comments or update you on the project and by providing your details below you conzent
to this. ¥ou may write to RES at any time to ask that your contact details be removed from our records and from
any third parties we work with.

Hame

Email

Address

If you would (ke to be kept up to date with the project, please tick this bo |:|

Thank you for taking the time to complete this comments form, your feedback = important to us.
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5.11 December 2023
Project Newsletter

s

power for good

Blair HillWind Farm Proposal

PROJECT UPDATE - DECEMBER 2023

Capable of generating clean, green electricity for the

equivalent of approximately 150,000 homes' annually

Around £6 milllon inward Investment In the form of
Jobs, employment and the use of local services

Y
5
», Providing acommunity benefit package equivalent
m to £5,000 per MW aligned with the local communitles’
)

priorites

Saving an estimated 11 million* tonnes of CO, over the
lifetime of the project

RES distributed the first In a serles of project newsletters In September 2023, to around
4000 local propertles, to Introduce the Blair HILLWInd Farm proposal and provide
further Information on the public exhibitions held In October 2023.

In our second newsletter In the serles, we are pleased to give an update on the proposal
and also provide further Informatlon In response to common questions and concerns

ralsed at the consultation events.

Keeping you Informed

e were pleased to speak to around 400 attendees at public
exhibitlons we held In Newton Stewart and Wigtown and would
lke to thank everyone for attending and for showing an Interest
In the project. A ll feedback we recelved will be consldered as the
project design Is refined.

‘e know that lecal people can make avaluable contribution to
the proposals by offering thelr local knowledge and ralsing Issues
that may not have been consldered and we're committed to
keeping you Informed.

wwill shortly be establishing a Community Lalson Group (CLG)
whose members will Indude locally elected representatives plus
representatives from local community groups, local businesses
and other stakeholders. The key objectives of the CLG are to
provide a forum for discusslon and the exchange of Information
and to create and malntaln effective and constructive channels
of communication between RES and the local community. If you
are a local group representing the community and weould llke to
be consldered for membership of the CLG, please get In touch

at blalrhilLwindfarmgres- group.com.

1 Tha harma Fgars hae [Emand

‘Wewlll hold second public exhibltions In Spring 2024, ahead
of submitting any planning application, to present an updated
deslgn for the Blair HIL'Wind Farm proposal. We will also refer
to thewritten feedback recebved from the October 2023
exhibltions and explaln any changes made to the deslgn in
response to the feedback.

A Power for Good

Cnshore wind fams contribute to Met Zero carbon emission
reduct|on targets, enable more energy to be generated
domestically Improving securty of supply, and are the dheapest
fiorm of new electriclty generation® alongside other renewable
technalogles. This makes wind fams, Like Blalr HILL, not just good
forthe environment but also for the consumer.

Atallored community benefits package to support the local
area and help to secure long-term economic, soclal and
environmenital benefits would be delivered If the project Is
consented. The community fund Is not Linked to profit but a

set sum equivalent to £5,000 per MW and would be Index-lnked.

Some of the Ideas recelved to date Include blodiversity Inltlatives,
(conridon page 2)

RES marmsarearis Blak Hil haa o prachcted capacily Factor of 42 3% Jard db ingthis by tha snvead svarags
l LK

Mwﬁunﬂrwnﬁmmd&n:mmmlmm [EE5)

PETTT

2 AES uomn DES A s " L o rwrens sl sl ™ wewinskora siniatic of 424 donnes of carbion diacids par CWh of shectrictly anpelisd inthe Digeet oF LK Erengy Seatirtics |y 2029) Tabls § 14 ["Extimabed carbon dimdde
[#

i s caalried
pradsced o pararats tha mera amzunt of slackicty.
3 kgl

ird farm par ywar by the nember of tonnes of carben which fou | hab would bave

sl ng- 2025
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RES also work with communites local to our projects during the development phase
providing sponsorship towards communicy infdatives and events. We are delighted 1o

have recently supporred two local organisations.

The incredible fundralsing efforts of the Newton Stewart Christmas Light Group, supported
by Individuals, businesses and sponsors, has seen the group ralse a fantastc amount of

maney towards a new light display for the town. RES were pleased o comribute to this
worthy Inftlative with a donaton of £2,000.

A £2 000 donatlon from RES enabled Cree Valley Development Trust's activites at the
Winrer Wonderland in ald of Mewton Stewan Community Fire Station, to be provided free

of charge to the community. We hope everyone who attended had a greax day.

a local apprenticeship scheme, home Insulation grants, funding
for community facilities Like the Mewton Stewart cinema and a
walkway to Garlies Castle. Wwe welcome further Ideas for local
benefits and priority projects that you would like to see supported
or delivered In your community from Blair HIll Wwind Farm, should
It receive consent.

RES Is committed to using local contractors in all aspects of the
project. I you're a local business Interested In getting Involved
In onshore wind then please contact us.

The Development

Based on our Inmial studies, the wind farm would compnse up
to 22 turbines, each with a maximum height of 250m, resulting
In an overall site generating capacity of 145MW_If consented,
Blair Hill would be capable of generating clean, low-cost
renewable electricity for around 150,000 homes each year.

A Scoping Opinlon was recelved from Scottish Government's
Energy Consents Unit (ECU) In Movember 2023 and this s
avallable to view at hrops/ www.blairhill-windfamm.co.uks
abour-the-project/and also on the ECUwebsite (Ref: number:
ECUODD04ETE)

‘We continue to undertake a wide range of further environmental
survey's and detalled studles, to bulld cur understanding of the
site, In addition to considering the consultation feedback recetved
from the public @:hibitions as well as key consultees. This will
shape and refine the wind farm design over the coming months.

The following sections address some of the common questions
and concerns ralsed during our Initial consultation.

Landscape and Visual
Our preliminary design Is for 22 turbines up to 250m In helght

although this Is subject to change and will be Informed by the
ongoing Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (IVIA)

For the public exhibitions, landscape architects at LDA Deskgn
Consulting Ltd (LDw) produced a small number of visuallsations
based on the preliminary layout from some of the proposed
viewpoint locations, produced In accordance with MatureScot's
Wisualisation of W ind Farms Best Practice®. The visuallsations
depicted the turbines at 250m, not at any other helght.

‘we have recelved feedback from a range of consultees, including
local residents and community counclls, on the onginal 19
viewpolnts proposed within the Scoping Report . We are now
using this feedback and working with LDA on the updated
viewpoints to be Included with the LVIA.

At our second round of public exhibitions, to be held In Spring
2024, we will present updated visualisations, based on the
4 b L
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updated design, as well as a 30 model so people may see
what the wind farmwould look like from chosen locations.

Ecology and Omithology

Comprehensive studles are still in progress to ldentify any
potentlally significant effects of the proposed wind farm on the
local ecology and. where applicable, identify mitigation measures
to avold or reduce potential effects.

There are currently a range of pressures being exerted on Scotland's
natural environment, Including the direct Impacts of human
Induced climate change - the recent State of Nature Report®
suggests there has been a 15% decline In average species
abundance In Scotland across dosely monitored wildlife since
1994 - and the Blair HIll proposal provides an opportunity to
delver a bodversity net gaim on the site. A Blodiversity
Enhancement Management Planwill be developed fior the
operational phase and agreed with consultees, to mitigate or
enhance habitat for Important ornithological and ecological
features and to provide wider blodiversity Improvements.

Flooding

Following assessment of desk-based resources, It was noted that
river and surface water flooding risk Is present at the River Creg
tributaries located within the site (washing Burn and Cordorcan
Burn}. As part of the deslgn of thewind farm, Infrastructure will be
kept a minimum of S0m from watercourses, except where required
for awatercourse crossing.

Any potentlal flood risk will be assessed as part of the application
and In accordance with the scoping responses from SEPA and thelr
Flood Risk standing Advice. To further reduce flood risk across the
site, existing tracks will be utilised as far as practicable.

II.--
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Peat

An Initial peat depth survey was undertaken across the site In
October 2023 to understand the nature of peat on the site. Peat
Is not uniform across the site and siting of Infrastructure will be
located In areas to minimise disturbance of peat.

As the wind farm design s refined and finalised, a final detalled
peat survey will be conducted at the proposed turbine and
Infrastructure locations to complete our peat data. This will
ientify any areas of peatland habitat which would be sensitive
to direct or Indirect changes as a result of the proposed wind
farm. Best practice construction methods will be used
throughout to ensure minimal disruption and we will seek to
undertake restoration and enhancement measures.

Private Water supply

In order to ldentify and protect private water supplies,
hydrologists at ITPEnerglsed have undertaken consultation with
Dumfries and Galloway Council, who have provided the location
of properties with a reglstered private water supply within 2km
of Blair HIll along with other Information they hold about the
supply.

The hydrologlsts also ground-truth this information with site-
walkover surveys and follow-up with local residents where
necessary, in order to ensure that people's private water supply
locations have been identified, and that our data ks as robust as
possible.

Properties within Zkm of Blair Hill with a registered private
water supply, will recelve a separate letter with a call for
Informaticn.

The call for Information Invites local residents who have
private water supplies linked to Blair Hill to get In touch with
ITPENergised, with details of thelr private water supplies so
that we can ensure all supplies are checked.

Grid infrasoructure
RES has requested a grid connection for Blair HILLWwInd Farm

from the grid Transmission COwner (TO), In this case Scottish
Power Transmission.

The T 1s responsible for maintaining and Investing In the grid
In the south of Scotland. This Includes designing connections
fior Transmissicn grid applications, such as that for the Blair Hill
proposal, and submitting the grid route applications for these
connections.

As such, the grid route |s subject to a separate application from
the wind farm — and will be submitted as a separate Section 37
application under the Electricity Act by the TO once they have
finalised their design. There will be a consultation period In
which detalls of the route and method will be avallable for the
public to provide comment to the TO as part of the application
PrOCess.

To enable Blalr HILL Wind Farm to connect to the Matlonal Grid,
the expected Infrastructure will comprise one 132kV overhead
wood pole line.

Recreatlon

During construction of any Infrastructure project the developer
has a responsibility to ensure that the public ks kept safe from
any construction activity on the site. This Inevitably means that

T itpo M pcNb g i cr ki ot Sokoeds 2TV TVRRCGAR-Seonomics Wir Sarrs anc T 250
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access to some parts of the wind farm site would be temporarily
restricted In the Interests of public safety during construction of
the project, but this will be temporary In nature. Once the wind
farm Is up and running the statutory Scottish ‘right to roam’
(Land Reform [Scotland] Act 2003 will apply and the public
will have full access to the site for activitles like walking, cycling
and hvorse-riding.

We are conskdering opportunities to enhance the current
recreational access facilities on the site and welcome feedback

from the community on ways this can be achieved.

Tourlsm

It has been consistently found that wind farms do not Impact
tourism. The BIGCGAR Economics Report Wind Farms and
Tourtsm Trends In Scotland (20277). found that while the
capacity of wind farms had more than quadrupled over the
study period, employment in towrlsm related sectors had
Increased by more than 20%. It found no relationship between
tourism employment and wind farm development, at the level
of the Scottish economy, across kocal authorities nor in the
locality of wind farm sites.

Galloway Matlonal Park Bid
‘We understand the Importance of the campalgn to create the
Galloway National Park to the local community.

Guidance* published by the Scottish Government In October
2023 In relation to nominations for national park status states:

"“All areas of Scotland are eligible to submit
nominations to become a new Natonal Park
{including those that have current or
potential onshore wind developments).
To ensure any Natonal Park addresses

the climate emergency and supports progressive

development, we will develop new bespoke planning
policy on onshore wind to be applied in new
Matonal Parks. This means that a new

Matlonal Park will be wreated differemcly

0 &xisting Natlonal Parks with respect to

NPF4 policy for onshore wind.”

The Blair HIll wind farm proposal would not affect the potential
for the area to be designated as a Matlonal Park.
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Impact on Health

whilst multiple, peer reviewed and Independent studies have
shown there |s no connection between wind turiines and
negative health effects, It Is still a matter we take serioushy.
One of the most commaon concemns relates to low-frequency
nolse commonly known as infrasound.

Low frequency nolse Is not audible or perceptible to humans
as It occurs at simillar levels to pre-existing background
levels. Multiple organisations and studies from around the
world, Including the world Health Organisation, Indicate that
there Is no evidence that any Infrasound/low frequency nolse
from wind turbines directly causes health Impacts or can
otherwlse Impact on the amenity of those Iiving or working
near wind turbines.

Need for the Development

Concerns were ralsed over Scotland's level of electricity
generation In relation to current demand. It ks Important to
note, carbon reduction 1s required across all sectors, Including
heat, transport and Industrial processes, which are curmently
heavily rellant on fossil fuels. 1t 1s forecast that Scotland’s peak
demand for electricity will at least double within the next
twenty years as a result 2. This will require a substantial Increase
In Installed capacity across all renewable technologies. Including
onshore wind.

There are significant grid Infrastructure development plans In
place that will bulld out throughout the second half of this
decade that will allow for a far higher output of electricity
generation from wind and other renewables In Scotland and
reduce our rellance on expensive gas back up.

until the grid network 1s fit for purpose, Mational Snd will pay
all sources of electricity generation {Including nuclear and gas)
to switch off (this Is known as constraint costs) as the most
efficient option to balance supply and demand.

Carbon payback

Harnessing of wind for the generation of electricity may rely on
a renewable souwrce of energy, but It must also prove to be
sustainable. A typlcal modern wind turbine's carbon payback
time ranges from 1to 3 years, equating to between 1% and 4%
of thewind turbine's Iifetime. A modern wind turbine would be
expected to return at least 20 times the energy Invested In It

as renewable electricity. The final carbon calculation fior the
Blair Hill proposal will be undertaken once the design has

& Fist o] Crich Pk gy Scoraicics

About RES

A5 a British family-owned firm, RES has a proud history in
Scotland where we have developed and/or built 21 wind
farms to date, with a total generation capacity of CE00MW.

RES Is committed to improving everyday Iife and long-term
futures. We are driven by curvision to areate a future where
everyone has access to affordable zero-carbon energy.

For more information about RES, vISIE wWiwrw. Mes-group.com

been finalised and captured In the final Environmental Impact
Assessment Report which will accompany the planning
application.

Wind farm recycling

While about 90% of turbines are easlly recyclable, turbine
blades are not widely recyclable yet. The industry recognises this
and extensive work Is underway to establish a circular economy.
There Is research underway Inte producing a 100% recyclable
turbine blade and a recent pilot project in Morthern Ireland has
developed a scalable method to recycle 100% of turbine blades,
ensuring that valuable resources are turned Into new products
that can substitute materials such as virgin plastics, steel, and
concrete Instead of simply going to waste.

There are also options for blade re-purposing. Blade material
Is Incredibly strong and when In a suitable condition, It can be
repurposed for new structures. This reduces landfill, retains
embodied carbon In the material, reduces the need for virgin
material and creates skilled jobs.

Whilst there are a finite number of other structures which could
be constructed from blade material, there s also potential to
refurbish blades for use as second-hand blades.

ms For more Information: B blairhill-windfarm.co.uk % warw blairhill-windfarm.co.uk

power for good
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6.1 CLG Terms of Reference
and Meetings Minutes

6.1.1 Terms of Reference

Blair Hill Wind Farm
Community Liaison
Group

Terms of Reference

s

COMMUNITY LIAISON GROUP (CLG) OVERVIEW

RES has established the Blair Hill Wind Farm CLG to provide a forum for discussion and exchange of
information as well as to create an effective channel of communication between RES, the local
community and stakeholders. The local community is defined as those living or working in the vicinity
of the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm.

The objectives of the CLG are:

» To provide a forum for discussion and the exchange of information

» To create and maintain channels of communication between representatives of RES and the
local community

» To receive progress updates on the development of the Blair Hill Wind Farm planning process

¥ To consider any issues arising from the planning development of Blair Hill Wind Farm
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CLG TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. CLG Membership
The founding members of the CLG will be based on locally elected representatives, local community groups and
representatives from RES. The CLG membership will be reviewed if the wind farm is consented. The CLG membership will be
finalised at the second CLG meeting and subsequent requests to join the CLG will be considered by all founding members and
approval of such request must be by majority vote of the founding CLG membership. A proxy member from each group
represented on the CLG may attend the CLG meeting if a principal member(s) are unavailable.

2. Meetings
The date, time and venue for the next meeting will be agreed at each CLG meeting. Extraordinary meetings may be held
by majority vote of the CLG members. Meetings may be held in-person or via an online platform.

3. RES Commitments
RES commits to undertake the following:

» Draft minutes as a record of the meetings. These will be issued to the CLG members by RES within 5 working days of
each CLG meeting

> Publish copies of all meeting notices, confirmed minutes and presentations on the Blair Hill Wind Farm website and
distribute the same in soft copy to all CLG members

» To issue agendas to the CLG at least five days in advance of each meeting

» Organise relevant external/guest speakers to address the CLG on any issues of interest articulated by the members
relating to Blair Hill Wind Farm

¥ Finance the venue hire, any documents and advertising costs associated with running the CLG

82
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CLG TERMS OF REFERENCE

3. CLG Member Commitments
The CLG members commit to undertake the following:

Disseminate information back to and make representation on behalf of the communities they represent

Address questions and concerns arising from the surrounding communities

Review the minutes issued by RES, within 5 working days and approve or request amendment(s)

To raise any topics, questions and agenda items for the next CLG meeting within 5 working days of the next scheduled
meeting

A R

4. Chairperson
The CLG will identify a Chair. The Chair of the group is responsible for the orderly running of the meetings, adherence to the
agenda and enforcement of the CLG’s Terms of Reference. In the event the elected Chair is unable to attend a CLG
meeting, a temporary Chair will be agreed at the relevant meeting by majority vote of the CLG members.

5 Minutes
Minutes of the meeting will be taken by RES and issued to members within 5 working days of the meeting. CLG members will
review and approve, or request changes to, the minutes within 5 working days of receiving the minutes from RES. Approved
minutes will be published at www.blairhill-windfarm.co.uk/community-liaison-group/ within a maximum of 2 weeks of the
CLG meeting.

6 Dissolution
The CLG may be dissolved at any time by majority vote of the CLG members.
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CLG TERMS OF REFERENCE

7. Agenda

The topic schedule for ongoing meetings will be discussed and addressed at the inaugural meeting. The meeting agenda will
include:

» Welcome and introductions
Apologies

Matters arising

Blair Hill Project Update
Questions from previous meeting
Q&A

Any other business

Date and time of next meeting

YVVYVVVVYY

Terms of Reference approved 27t February 2024

The Terms of Reference may be reviewed at any time. Any changes must be approved by majority vote of the CLG members.

Power for Good

The power
behind a
clean energy
future

es

power for good
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6.1.2 January 2024 Minutes
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Blair Hill Wind Farm

Community Liaison Group (CLG)

Attendees

Apologies

Name

Clir Katie Hagmann (KH)

Clir David Inglis (D1}
Clifford Smithers (CS)
Richard Kay (RK)
Mary Harkness (MH)
Hazel Matthews (HM)
lain Service (IS)
Sarah More (SM)
Terence Flanagan (TF)
Alan Howatson (AH)
Scott Jones (5J)
Dawvid Bleasdale (DB)
Linda Woodfield
Sarah McArthur (SMc)
Carey Green (CG)
Graeme Kerr (GK)

Name

Craig McMilken

Clir Jackie McCamon
Clir Richard Marsh
Jamie Hyslop

MINUTES

17/01/24
7pm - B.40pm

Representing

Ward member for DRG Galloway and Wigtown West
Ward member for DEG Galloway and Wigtown West
Cree Valley Community Council

Cree Valley Community Council

Kirkeowan Community Council

Kirkcowan Community Council

Ditch the Blair Hill Project

Cree Valley Area Development Trust

River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust SCIO

River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust SCIO

Machars and Cree Valley Climate Action Network
Hewton Stewart Initiative

Hewton Stewart Initiative

RES

RES

RES

Representing

Ditch the Blair Hill Project

Ward member for DEG Galloway and Wigtown West
Ward member for DREG Galloway and Wigtown West
River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board
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Agenda ltem

Welcome,
introductions &
apologhes

CLG Purpose,
membership and
chair

es

Activity Actions

All members introduced themselves and advised which group or
organisation they were representing.

CG advised that the purpose of the CLG was to create an open and
constructive forum for discussion and the sharing of information across
the community. It is understood and respected that there are
differing views on the proposal and the aim of the CLG was not to try
to change people’s opinion.

An invitation to join the CLG was declined by Hands off our Hills, The
Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council, the ward
officer for Mid-Galloway and Wigtown West, Galloway and Southern
Ayrshire Blosphere, Southern Upland Partnership, South of Scotland
Destination Alliance, Galloway Fisheries Trust and RSPB. The
imvitation remains open to the above groups at this time.

CG asked if any of the CLG members present had any suggestions for
other groups or organisations who should receive an invitation to the
CLG. Ho other groups or organisations identified.

TF proposed IS be CLG Chair, seconded by C5. It was unanimously
agreed that IS would be Chair,

It was agreed that should the CLG Chair be unavailable for a meeting
then a temporary Chair would be appointed at the relevant meeting
by majority vote of the members.

It was agreed, as the CLG is a forum for discussion and information
sharing and not decision-making, that a quorum was not required.
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CLG Terms of
Reference

Project Update

s

CLG members were presented with draft Terms of Reference (ToR)
and it was advised that the ToR would be publicly available on the
Blair Hill website, once approved.

It was agreed by the CLG members that membership of the CLG would
be finalised at the next meeting. Subsequent requests for
membership to be agreed by a majority vote of the founding CLG
members. It was agreed that CLG membership would be reviewed if
the wind farm receives planning consent.

It was agreed that draft minutes will be circulated by RES within 5
working days of a meeting with requests for changes or approval from
CLG members within a further 5 working days. Approved minutes will
be published on the Blair Hill website within 2 weeks of a meeting.

It was agreed that any request for an extraordinary meeting should be
agreed by majority vote of the CLG members.

It was agreed that a proxy member from each group represented on
the CLG may attend a CLG meeting if a principal member(s) is
unavailable.

Dissolution clause to be added to the ToR.

It was agreed that CLG members should raise any agenda items with
RES within 5 days of the next meeting.

Updated ToR to be approved at the next meetings, updated draft to
be circulated in advance.

SMc advised that the environmental site surveys are almost complete,
and consultation s ongoing with stakeholders like Historic
Environment Scotland. Both of these, along with feedback received
from the local community will inform changes to the design that will
be made prior to the submission of an application.

A scope has been agreed with the EHO for baseline noise surveys
whiich will inform a Noise Impact Assessment.

To account for feedback received at Scoping, an updated list of
viewpoints that will be included in the Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment has been proposed. This is currently being agreed with
Dumfries and Galloway Council and will be shared thereafter.

An updated design for the wind farm will be presented at the second
public exhibitions in late spring. It was agreed that (LG members
would feed into the exhibition materials to be presented at these
exhibitions. Feedback from the first set of public exhibitions will be
referred to at the second public exhibitions.

RES

RES
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Project QA

Any Other Business

Date and Time of
Mext Meeting

s

5J asked if a social economic impact assessment will be carried out for
the project and SM confirmed that a secio-economic repart (which will
include an assessment on tourism) will be provided and submitted as
part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It was agreed that
RES will provide a detailed response to this for the next CLG meeting.

CM provided a number of questions in advance of the meeting relating
to construction traffic. It was agreed that RES would provide a
detailed response on construction traffic after leaving the A7S for the
next CLG meeting.

IS requested more information on the proposed grid connection route
for the project. SMe B GK explained that the final grid connection
design is a matter for the National Grid Electricity System Operator
(MGESO)/Scottish Power Transmission (SPT) and an application for a
erid connection will be submitted to NGESD shortly. Once RES receive
more information from the NGESO/SPT, RES will provide more
information at a CLG meeting ahead of the second public exhibitions.

5J requested that RES provide further information on the costs of wind
energy (specifically carbon payback and use of rare earth metals) to
the CLG members at a future meeting.

The next meeting to be held in-person on 27" February 2024 at
7.00pm. RES to book venue.

The meeting closed at B.40pm.

RES

RES

RES

RES
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power for good

Blair Hill Wind Farm

Community Liaison Group (CLG)

Attendees

Apologies

Name

Clifford Smithers (C5)
Richard Kay (RK)
Mary Harkness (MH)
Jamie Hyslop {JH)
Alan Howatson {AH)
Sarah More (SM)
Craig McMilken (CM)
Iain Service (I5)

Scott Jones (5J)
Linda Woodfield (LW)
Sarah McArthur (SMc)
Will Beresford (WE)
Graeme Kerr (GK)

Mame
Terence Flanagan
Hazel Matthews

MINUTES

27/02/24
7pm - 9.10pm

Representing

Cree Valley Community Council

Cree Valley Community Council
Kirkcowan Community Council

River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board
River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust SCIO
Cree Valley Area Development Trust
Ditch the Blair Hill Project

Ditch the Blair Hill Project

Machars and Cree Valley Climate Action Metwork
Mewton Stewart Initiative

RES

RES

RES

Representing
River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust SCIO
Kirkcowan Community Council

Clir Katie Hagmann

Ward member for DRG Galloway and Wigtown West

Clir David Inglis Ward member for DRG Galloway and Wigtown West

Clir Jackie McCamon
Clir Richard Marsh

Ward member for DREG Galloway and Wigtown West
Ward member for DRG Galloway and Wigtown West
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Agenda Item

Welcome,
introductions &
apologies

Activity

All members introduced themselves and advised which group or
organisation they were representing.

CLG membership/  SMc advised that no new parties have requested to be a member of the

enguiries from
members of the
public

CLG Terms of
Reference

Project Update

Socio-EBEconomic

CLG. It was unanimously agreed that membership of the CLG was
confirmed as those parties present at this meeting or the inaugural
meeting in January.

An email was received by RES from a member of the public querying the
involvemnent of Ditch the Blair Hill Project (DTBHP) in the CLG and who
the group comprised of, given there is yet no online presence. The email
also raised concerns around involvement of 15 in the Newton Stewart
Cinema given it was highlighted by members of the public as something
they would like to see supported by community benefit funding.

15 explained that DTBHP are not a constituted group but a movement
claiming to speak for the large strand of local opinion that does not
want to see a wind farm built on the site. 15 also explained that he is
not directly involved in the Newton Stewart cinema.

SMc clarified that Newton Stewart cinema, as a potential recipient of
the community benefit fund, was a suggestion received by RES by the
community during the public consultation events in May 2023, SMc
agreed that RES will get consent to name groups in any further
communications.

CLG members agreed that they were content for Ditch the Blair Hill
Project to remain part of the CLG.

Terms of Reference were unanimously agreed. RES to upload to Blair Hill
project website.

es

SMc advised that that RES are close to having a finalised turbine design

as a result of consultation and site surveys. Supporting infrastructure is RES
also being designed. RES anticipate the final turbine layout to be

between 16-18 turbines, but this is still to be confirmed. Some of the
reasons behind reduced turbine numbers include heritage, landscape

and ecology inputs.

More detailed peat depth and sampling surveys will be conducted over
the coming months and an updated plan will be shared once available.

RK noted that an intensive survey was done at Drannandow around the
time of tree planting in 1980s.

JH asked if there was any deep peat on site and if turbines are sited on
it. SMc confirmed that whilst there are pockets of deep peat on site, it
is mostly shallow depths or no peat on the site. No turbines are to be
sited on peat over 0.5m.

RES provided a written response to the question raised by 5J at the
previous meeting. The written response is appended to these minutes.
Shc advised that IS had submitted a guestion on socic-economics and
tourism ahead of the meeting.

Discussion followed around the socio-economic report being conducted

for the project and SMc/GK confirmed that it will carry equal weight to

all ElA documents in the planning application. RES to provide copy of the RES
scoping report that outlines the methodology to be employed.

All members agreed that it would be useful to have a representative of  Rgs
BiGGAR Economics attend a future meeting as a guest speaker on socio-
economics and tourism. RES to arrange.

5J asked if a social impact assessment is being conducted and advised

he could share a study commissioned by Marine Scotland on this that

may provide a useful reference. He stated that socio-economic 54
assessments tend to focus on what was relatively easy to guantify and
monetise, while a social impact assessment (SLA) should also be
undertaken, since 51A focusses more on the lived experience of people,
their sense of place, what they value in their lives, and how these things
might be impacted.
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es

Traffic & Transport RES provided a written response to questions raised by CM ahead of the

Grid

the previous meeting. The written response is appended to these
minutes.

JH asked what mitigation will be put in place to prevent watercourse
pollution during the construction phase and SMc confirmed that RES are
legally obliged to adhere to stringent pollution prevention measures,
which will be included in the Construction Environmental Management
Plan. An Environmental Clerks of Works will be appointed to monitor
construction work. Water quality monitoring is typically undertaken to
ensure the development does not impact on local watercourses.

Specific procedures such as sustainable drainage system (5uD5S) will be
implemented to provide surface water management technigues to
mitigate any potential adverse impact on hydrology.

CM asked how much traffic will be travelling to the site and SMc
confirmed that this will be included as part of the traffic and transport
assessment submitted as part of the EIA.

5J asked if the environmental impacts of the concrete used in the

turbine foundations is considered and SMc responded that it would be
included in the carbon balance assessment, which is an online tool

provided by SEPA that all onshore wind developments have to complete. ggs
RES to share link to tool.

The swept path assessments for the A712 are still being finalised, but
they will be shared with the CLG and wider public as part of the ElA.

RES provided a written response to gquestions raised by IS at the previous
meeting. The written response is appended to these minutes.

SMc outlined that RES are awaiting a grid connection offer but expect to
connect into Glenlee substation. RES will keep the CLG updated on the
progress of the application and an indicative grid connection route will
be included in the EIA.
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Community
Benefit/Shared
Ownership

Guest Speakers.

Any Other Business

Date and Time of
Mext Meeting

s

SMc outlined the proposed community benefits package for Blair Hill
Wind Farm (ESk/ MW per annum) and advised that shared community
ownership of the project was something RES were keen to explore. It
was confirmed that neither of these are material considerations in the
determination of the planning application and that shared ownership
would be offered on top of community benefits. If there was interest
from the CLG, RES could present more information on shared ownership
at the next meeting.

SMc offered to connect the CLG with Local Energy Scotland who offer
advice and funding around community shared ownership.

Previous CLGs on other RES projects have been involved in the
administration of the community benefits package and SMc highlighted
that this is something the Blair Hill CLG may wish to consider.

CLG members decided that they did not want to discuss shared
ownership or community benefits until such time that the project was
consented.

SMc/GK advised they respect the CLG's position although RES would
continue to seek input and feedback from the community on local
benefits and pricrity projects that they would like to see supported or
delivered in their community from Blair Hill Wind Farm, should it
receive consent.

C5 advised that CYCC are remaining neutral on the proposed
development at this stage and would not engage on the matter of
community benefits as they feel it is not the appropriate time.

It was agreed that CLG members would like guest speakers to talk to the RES
group on socio-economics & tourism, heritage and pollution prevention.

RES to arrange a guest speaker for the next meeting, subject to
availability.

IS requested that questions submitted by CLG members in advance of
each meeting be shared with the rest of the group. SMc agreed to
include these when sharing the agenda going forward.

CM asked if RES could share the results from the feedback received at
the public exhibitions in Oct. SMc advised that this will be made
available around the time of the second public exhibitions later in the
Spring.

CS advised that CVCC intend to conduct a survey once a planning
application is submitted to assist in identifying the views and opinions of
the general public.

The next meeting to be held in-person on 9% April 2024 at 7.00pm. RES  RES
to book venue.

The meeting closed at 9: 10pm.
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The below guestions were received by RES from Ditch the Blair Hill Project on 18/02/24.

GRID CONNECTION
Whot comments does RES have on the below?

RES state on the Blair Hill website that the site was chosen because it was close to a viable grid
connection. This is not correct. A grid connection for Blair Hill is not viable. The simple fact is that the site
cannot be connected to the national grid until 2032, if at all.

Published by the Scottish Government in 2023, The onshore wind sector deal set out various
commitments from the Scottish Government and the onshore wind industry to deliver upon their
collective ambition of 20 GW of onshore wind in Scotland by 2030. Among the commitments made as
part of the deal were;

“ By the end of 2023 we will provide clear information on the expected pipeline of new wind farms,
extensions to existing wind farms, life extensions and re-powering projects expected between 2024 and
2030. This spatial vision for the delivery of the 2030 ambition will build on the pipeline analysis
committed to under the Planning section of the sector”

And, a commitment;

* To provide an evidence base to support National Grid ESO and Scotland’s network companies to deliver
strategic network planning.”

Following on from these commitments, the dataset, spd-dg-connections-info was published on 26th
January 2024, This dataset lists all of the local SPEN electrical substations and details the respective
current capacity constraints that they are under.

At 3 miles distant the main Newton Stewart substation, or Grid Supply Paint [ GSP), is the closest GSP to
Blair Hill. The other nearby G5Ps ; Glenluce, Glenlee, and Tongland; are all approximately 20 miles from
Blair Hill. This makes Newton Stewart the only plausible place where the Blair Hill Wind Farm can
connect to the National Grid.

The dataset referred to above indicates that the Newton Stewart GSP currently has no spare export
capacity. As a consequence, contrary to their claim, there is not a viable connection to the national grid,
available to RES, for the Blair Hill project. The reason given by SPEN for the current absence of additional
export capacity at Mewton Stewart is; “ No thermal capacity, requires significant transmission works for
additional projects to connect” The timetable which also forms part of the dataset, indicates that the
significant transmission works referred to are not targeted to be completed until 2032. Past experience
of large construction projects in Scotland suggests that the 2032 target will be overshot by several years.
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TOURISM

Can RES issue an invitation to BIGGAR Economics to send someone to the next CLG meeting to speak as
an expert on the effects of wind farms on tourism ?

When the Blair Hill project pops up as a topic of conversation in and around Newton Stewart, the subject
of tourism always crops up. Most people think that the project will damage the Cree Valley landscape
and make the area less appealing to tourists The attraction of the area was well summed up in a recent
trip advisor comment..* Beautiful scenery and woodlands , small lochs and plentiful wildlife. Of course if
you are there at night you may get chance to see the wonderful stars. Popular place for cyclists but
plenty of space for walkers.”

There is genuine concern in the local community that, if it is ever built, the Blair Hill Wind Farm will
shatter the above perception and cause serious damage to the local tourism industry.

A simple tick sheet survey drawn up by DTBHP was placed in a few shops in Newton Stewart on 10th of
February. It asked visitors to the area whether or not a large wind farm would make them; more likely,
less likely, or make no difference to the likelihood of them revisiting Newton Stewart in the future. Of the
37 completed guestionnaires collected in by 19th February, 17 said no difference, and 20 said less likely.
Our survey was far from scientific and cannot be relied on. However it does prove that the local
community are justified in being concerned about the effect of the Blair Hill Project on tourism.

In the December project update RES stated with confidence that * It has been consistently found that
wind farms do not impact tourism. The BIGGAR Economics Report Wind Farms and Tourism Trends in
Scotland (2021), found that while the capacity of wind farms had more than quadrupled over the study
period, employment in tourism related sectors had increased by more than 20%. It found no relationship
between tourism employment and wind farm development, at the level of the Scottish economy, across
local authorities nor in the locality of wind farm sites.”

RES has cited the BIGGAR Economics Report, as being “consistent proof” that tourism is not affected by
wind farms. DTBHP consider that consistent proof requires reference to be made to several named and
gualified attributable sources of evidence rather than one unidentified author working at BIGGAR
Economics.

On close inspection the figures produced in the BIGGAR Economics Report for the Wind Farms near to
Newton Stewart appear to be inconsistent with each other and completely wrong. DTBHP find it
incredible that the BIGGAR Economics Report can suggest that over 2000 people work in tourism in the
area around the Arecleoch Windfarm at Barrhill. While, suggesting that only 230 people work in tourism
at the Mark Hill Wind Farm, which is literally next door, on the other side of Barrhill. The figures
contained in the Biggar Economics Report do not appear to be credible

In arder to shed some light on this DTBHP asked a local student to analyse the BIGGAR Economics
Report. These are his findings

Wind Farms & Tourism Trends in Scotland: Evidence from 44 Wind Farms
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From Biggar Ecancemics Published: 2021

On the first page in the final paragraph, i states that *shedy areas were based on 2 15km adas”. This implies to me that ina
15km radius around ezach wind farm ares is where the tourism smploymient data was collscted from.

In tables 5-1 and &-1 on pages 17 and 22 respectively there are 4 pertsnent. rows in the tables which are mportant ta this
information. In table 51 these rows are Aries Farm and Glen App and for table 61 these rows are Mark Hill and Areclecch. The
15km radiuses of these windfarms are show below

Map  Satellite

) sGray circie — Mark hall
7] vestow circle - Alnes Farm
In this study the informaticn shows that in the surrounding area of each of these wind fasms the tourism employment |5 a5

fodl cows:

‘Wind Farm Area Tourism Employment 2015 Toursem Employment 2015 Change from 2015-2019
Glen App &70 ESS 2%

Alries Farm 375 405 B.0%

Mark 1l 110 230 109.1%

Arecieocch 525 i k-] -15E%

From this data we can see that for both in 2015 and 2019 the sum of the tourism employment in Glen
App, Alrles Farm and Mark Hill ks less than that of Arecleoch.

CAVENDISH



95

The study states the sum of Glen App, Alries Farm and Mark Hill for2015 is 1155 and the sum for 2019 ks
1290.

These figures are collectively both less than the 2525 and 2125 stated for Arecleoch. This s where we
run into an issue as can be seen from the map above. Here we see that the zones for data collection for
Albrles Farm, Mark Hill and Glen App all overlap the zone for Arecloch. This suggests that the sum of the
tourism employment in Alres Farm, Mark Hill and Glen App should be greater or equal to that of
Arecloch but this Isn't what we see.

This suggests that the method for data collection must have some flaws leading to these skewed
numbers which could suggest that the study may be flawed all together.

DTEHP believe that it would be helpful if RES could arrange for an expert to attend the CLG to help
narrow the gulf in understanding that clearly exists between many local people and RES on the potential
irmpact of the Blair Hill wind farm proposal on local tourism

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Howve RES had discussions with Mr inglls and other locol councillors where it was decided that they wouwld
be the only community representatives in the negotiotions to set up the community benefit fund, and
have RES agreed to pay £1.4 million per yeor into the community benefit fund ?

The official guldance on community benefits is contained in the 2019 publication, Scottish Government
Good Practice Principles for Community Benefits from Onshore Renewable Developments, SGGPR. It
states;

“Community benefits packages can take many forms, and decisions on the details are best led locally
based on consensus between the renewable energy business and the community/communities
concermned. The provision of community benefits {including flexible packages of benefits) ks not a
materlal consideration, and has no bearing in the planning process”

And goes on to state;

“Consultation ks an important component of identifying appropriate communities that will be involved in
community benefits schemes. This can also help to avold division and ill-feeling locally, helping to ensure
the community benefits offer is viewed positively ower the longer term. The Scottish Government
encourages this process to begin at an early stage, pre-consent where possible, to allow community
groups time to consolidate thelr avallable resource and bulld capacity, as well as to enable discussion
and Identification of an appropriate area of benefit.

The creation of mutual trust and strengthening of relationshigs Is integral to the overall process.
Consultation should be open, timely, fair and indusive; enabling everyone with an interest the
oppartunity to be invoheed and heard. although local opponents to the development itself may deem
such comversations inappropriate, in the longer term it is the considered view of the Scottish
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Government that early stage conversations help build engagement in and cormmitment to local
renewable energy developments.

Discusshons on the provision of community benefits are not a material consideration in the planning
process. To maintain this distinction, Scottish Government recommends that discussions on the
developrment itself and discussions on commun ity benefits proposals are held In two separate forums or
at separate times In the development process. Howewer, it Is recognised that this may not always be
possible owing to the timescale of the project or avallable resource and capacity within a community.
Therefore, when the concept of and approach to community benefits s introduced, it should be made
clear to the community that it is independent of the planning process and is mot a materlal consideration
in deciding an application.”

The abowe guidance is very clear.

DTEHF hawe played no part in the social media squabble which has developed around the Blair Hill
project. However we are not unaware of what has been sald. One comment made by local councillor,
David Inglis, grabbed our attention. During an emall exchange with a constituent on whether or not
CVEL will object to the planning application for the Blair HIl project, he stated; * Whilst | hawe had
many emaills from constituents who are opposed to the current proposals. | have also had
represantations showling support or are neutral therefore they have no opinion either way. Some
constituents believe that the £1.4 millizn community benefit fund will do a lot of good in the area. Cree
Valley Community Council have sald that they will carry out a survey of thelr constituents and the wider
community, to gauge the views of the public and they will publish their findings This will determine the
CC planning response as a statutory consultee”™

The abowe comment by Councillor Inglis is out of line with the official guidance. He is saying that
community benefits are a material consideration in planning matters. DTBHP wish to make it clear that,
according to SGGPP, and the law, community benefits are not a material consideration in planning
matters. Cree Valley CC must not take community benefit funding into account when acting in the role of
statutory consultee for the determination of the Blair Hill Wind Farm planning application.

DTEHP are also concerned by the £1.4 million figure quoted by Councillor Inglis. Our calculations, from
the information prowided by RES, |s that the amount being offered Is bess than £750000.

DTEHP also wish to make it clear that, not once in its 36 pages does SGGPP suggest that local councillors
should be given the role of negotiating on behalf of local communities when community benefit funds
are being discussed. Yet, the RES Blair Hill website states. “Should the project receive consent, the area
of benefit for Blair Hill Wind Farm will be determined in consultation with locally elected representatives
from the closest communities.” It appears that despite the official guldance of SGGPP, RES have decided
that councillors should represent all stakeholders within the local community

DTEHP wish to emphasise that we expect RES to follow SGGPP

We relterate that. “The creation of mutual trust and strengthening of relationships is integral to the
overall process. Consultation should be open, timely, fair and inclusive; enabling everyone with an
interest the opportunity to be involved and heard”™
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uj.-:.

RES has prepared this written response (o questions received from mermbers of the Community Liaison

Group at the insugural meeting on 179 January 2024.

Socioeconomics and Tourism

Wil @ socioeconamic imy

sEmend De corr

Ted

The publication of Hational Planning Framewark & {MPFd) putd a greater emphadis on sodiosconomic
Aanalysd outwith the standard Environemental Impact Adsesiment (ELA) format. It staves that

“Development proposals will anfy be supported where they maximise net econoimic fmpact, fnclvdfieg

locen and communily socio-economic bemefits such a3 employment, diiocioted business and sussdy chain
apportunities. ™ Therefore, a separate report on seciceconomics and toursm will be provided alongside
the ELA. This repadt will comtain a wociesahomic, tourEm and recreation Impact adlsiment, bul Uil

format will also allow for & fuller analysis of measures o enhance the bepeficial socfoeconaomic impacts

af the prapased Blair Hill Wind Farm.

I the Seaping Report submitted to the ECU 0 Awgist 2023, it wad propoded 1o Scope aul 360 eecanamics
and tourism af the Eld. Consultess agreed with this approach and it is compliant with El& regulations.
Sociseconamicy and tourism has baen scopad aul of ElA aigessmants lor ather wingd Tanms across Sootland

and the approach propesed for Blair HAL wind farm o nol few.
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s

Traffic and Transport

I8 there o dedailed plan of the works bo be carried out on the rood consiruction after leaving the AT5?
How long will the rood be closed? Where will Lhe materials come from? Has a carbon gudit been carried
oul on the consiruction phase been carried out and can RES share o copy?™

With regard to the proposed route fram the ATS road to dite, we're still undertaking surveys and
discuseing options with landowners. A& trangport adtesyment will be undertaken as part of the ELA process
and RES is currently consulting with Durmfries and Galloway Council and Transport Scotland om our
transport pland. A detailed swept path analysis of the turbine delivery route, including the AT12 iz
underway and will be available to view once it i4 complete. It will be included in documertation
subritted as part of the planning application.

We aim to keep traffic mo ks Lo B mi mi and will seek to e costruction materials svailable an
site wherever practicable. The A71Z hat been assessed as suitable to transpart sboormal ioads to the
site, with sorme minor modifications required such as the temparary removal of signage o fencing in
certain location. Mo new road constiuction B propoded aleng this route.

A carbon balance assessment will be undertaken once the design of the wind farm is complete and
provided in the ELA. The ELA will accomparry the planning apglication and be avaflable for public viewing
and comement a2 part of the formal consultatsan period rur by the delermining authority once the
planning application is submitted.

Grid
“Can RES provide more information on the proposed grid eoanection rowte for the praject?”
RES is awaiting & grid offer from the grid Transmission Owner {TO), in this case Scottish Power

Tramsmission. We axpect the project Lo be connected into a substation at Glenles, approximately 20km
from the site, although this will be confinmed by the TO in the coming months.

Ta enable Blair Hill Wind Farm to comnect to the National Grid, the expected infrastructure will comprise
one 132kV overhead wood pale line. The grid route application for thit connaction will be submitted by
the TO, however indicative detafls of the anticipated route of the grid connection for the project will
also be in included in the Project Description chapter of the BIA which will accompary the planning
application. RES envisages this would follow existing grid routes where podgible.

RES will provide further updates 1o the CLG at future meetings when mare information is received.

@ blairhill_windfarm@res-group.com m www. blairhill-windfarm_co.uk
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power for good

Blair Hill Wind Farm

Bommunity Liaison Group (CLG)

Attendess

Apologies

Marme

Clifford Smithers (C5)
Mary Harkness (MH}
Jamie Hyslop {JH)
Alan Howatson (AH)
Teremce Flanagan [TF)
Sarah More [SM)
Craig McMillen (CM)
lain Service (15}

Scott Jones (SJ)
Linda Woadlield [L'W)
Sarah McArthur (S#c)
Carey Green (CG)
Beth Gray (BG)

Daria Ewing {DE)
Harne

Hazel Matthews

Cllr Katie Hagmann
Cllr Dawid Inglis

Cllr lackie McCamon
Clir Richard Marsh

MINUTES

09,/ 04/ 24

7pm - 9.00pm

Representing

Cree Valley Community Council

Kirkoowan Community Council

River Cree District Salmon Fishery Board

River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust SCI0

River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust 5C10

Criee Valley Area Development Trust

Ditch the Blair HIll Project

Ditch the Blair HIll Project

Machars and Cree Valley Climate Action Metwork
Mewton Stewart Initiative

RES

RES

SLR Consulting

Cavendizh

Representing

Kirkoowan Community Council

Ward member for DEG Galloway and Wigtawn West
Ward member for DEG Galloway and Wigtown West
Ward member for DEG Galloway and Wigbown West
Ward member for DEG Gallowey and Wigtown West

SRES & a regstened trademark | Company Mumber 1SE9961 | Infadves grodp. ooim | Wi, fet-group. com

100

CAVENDISH



Agenda Item

Walcome,
mtroductions &
apologies

Project Update

Guest Speaker
Cultural Heritage
Expeit.

es

Activity Actions

CG, BG & DE introduced themselves as members of the project team.

MC updated that the site surseys have been completed amd RES are
close to finalising the site layout. The ElA will then be undertaken
befare submitting the planving application in the summer.

SMC updated that RES are preparing for the second round of public
oomltations and are seeking feedback from the CLG on the infarmation
Lo be presented at the exhibitions.

BG delivered & presentation on the heritage of the ite, outlining the
identified historical assets and illustrating how the project’s design has
evolved in corsideration of thoss assets. A copy of the pressntation is
appended to thess minutes.

5J emphasiad the significance of acknowledging the lived experience
assoclated with the area’s heritage and gueried whether SLR had
oollaborated with the Galloway and Southen Ayrshire Biosphere
concerning this matter. BG and SMc noted the comment and conlirmed
that Biosphere has been consultad as part of the Scoping request,
however they did nat provide a response.

JH referenced a passage from the response received from HES in the
Seoping Report and enguired about the measures proposed in the
praject’s design to accammodate these comments. In response, BG
explained that the project had gone throwgh several layout iterations to
specifically address the feedback provided by HES. BG advised that HES
had undertaken a site visit and had a meeting with RES/ SLR to discuss
the project.

C# queried whether SLR had undertaken an evaluation to determine the
suitability of the site for wind farm development. In respanse, BG
advised that they were invalved in the site feasibility and clarified that
this was the responsibility of the Scottish Ministers assessing the
application, who would need to consider the assessments made both by
RES {via SLR) amd HES.

I5 emphasised his view that industrialisation and heavy machinery had
yet to touch the site and the importance of preserving the entirety of
astels on the site. He stated that om the first edition 05 map, the Dedl's
Dyhke, a late Roman boundary feature, ts shown traversing the site and
appears to pass very close to a proposed turbine base in the commerncial
forestry. The CLG concluded that they would Like a LIDAR survey to be
conducted as a condition of consent, o be included in the Schedube of
Commitments, and this was agreed by RES.
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Public Exhibitions M offered further context on the upcoming exhibitions, to be hald on

3" May from 3pm to Bpm at the McMillan Hall in Mewton Stewart and
on Z2™ May from 3pm to Bpm at 5t Couans Hall in Kirkcowan. RES
provided a handout of the proposed exhibition content and invited
feedback from the CLG members. A copy of the handout is appended ta
these mimtes.

JH stressed the importance of presenting new information at the second
round of consultation with particular emphests on the number of
viewpaints presented. SMe respanded by stating that viewpoints
comparing the old and new designs would be included to demonstrate
the evolution of the scheme informed by consultation. SMc also agreed
that RES would share the list of wiewpoints to be asessed in the
Emwironmental brpact Assessment, as agreed with statutory consultess, RES
and proposed viewpaints to be shown at the exhibitions with the CLG.
Members. could feedback an which viewpoints they would Like presented
at the exhibition. It was agread that RES would follow up with the CLG
wia email to coordinate this process.

Some CLG members falt that the presentation of infarmation on
comparisons between the preliminary and updated designs was mot
required. RES advised that mast of the exhibition content would
comprise new and updated infarmation, however, showing information
on design evolution, particulary in response to feedback, was also
important.

i asked If the Traffic and Transport information would include the
access route which RES confirmed this would be included.

CM guestioned if the information presented on traffic and transport
woild include detafled madelling on the impact of construction traffic.
SMe said that while an overview of the information would be provided at
the exhibition, the detafled modelling would be completed for the ElA

Following the request by RES, the members of the CLG agreed to assist
in promating the exhibitions within their respective communities.

CM enguired about the inclusion of details regarding the carbon
ausegsment of the development in the upcoming consultations. Ske
clarified that while the comprehensive assessments would not be
finalised for the consultation, RES would present the methodology that
will be employed to conduct the assessment.
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Grid Connection & RES provided a written response to the questions raised by 15 ahead of

Markars

Guest Speaker

Date and Time of
Mexl meeting

the previous meeting. The written response & appended to these
minutes,

15 expressed his concerns that information on the grid connection of fer
to RES was an important consideration for the local comsmunity and
reguested more information on when RES intended to apply for a grid
connection. SMe stated that an application should be made in the next
six weehs and that it would take at least a further 3 months for an offer
o be made. SMe undertook to infonm the CLG when the application &
made and details of the offer accepted by RES.

IS5 raised concernd about the possibility of wind farms being abandoned if
developers cease operations. SMc assured that wind farms cannot legally
be left noperable. Most planning consents will carry a condition
wheretwy a wind farm must be decommissioned if it has been moperable
for a certain period. Decommissioning agreements and bands are
typically entered into, which serve as financial assurances to cover the
coats of dismantling infrastructure and restoring the land once the wind
fanm’s operational 1ife concludes.

It was agreed that RES would arrange a speaker, subject to avaflability,
from Bigger Economics to present on the socio-economic and tourism
assessment for Blair HilL

RES will also arrange for & guest speaker to present on construction and
pollution control.

S noted that local ward councillors have Eﬂl’ﬁiﬂﬂ Interast in
attending the CLG mestings and requested if multiple dates could be
affered for the URCOMING Mesting.

The CLG agreed to propase either June 4th or June 18th at 7:00pm as
options for the nedt mesting to be held in-person.

RES to book venue.
The meeting concluded at %00 pm.

RES
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The below guestions were received by RES from Ditch the Blair Hill Project on 28/03/24.

One of the display boards produced by RES fior the October public consultations at the Maomillan Hall
and Wigtown County Buildings included the statement;

* With the rising cost of living and climate emergency, it is imperative that we deliver electricity
efficiently and at the lowest cost to the consumer”

DTEBHP agree with this statement, but, having studied the facts that are available to us, we are confident
that the Blair Hill project is not capable of delivering low cost electricity to the consumer. Our guestions,
on Grid Connection, and Met Zero Market Reform give RES the opportunity to produce fresh facts to
correct us, if we are wrong.

GRID CONNECTION

DTEHP realise that the local Transmission Operator, SPEN are legally bound to make a “connection
offer” to RES for the Blair Hill project should RES request one. However "an offer” could stipulate a date
well in the future and be curtailed in capacity to such an extent that it renders investing in the Blair Hill
project unviable

In answer to owr first grid connection guestion, RES stated that "they expect to receive an offer from
SPEN to connect the project to a substation at Glenlee, about 30km from the site, along a new 132KVA
overhead line, following existing grid routes where possible.”

We do not believe that any such offer is very likely to be made for the following reasons.

1) The Glenlee substation is currently being upgraded, the works involved have not been completed
because the necessary planning application, first lodged in 2019, has yet to be approved. The site plans
drawn up by SPEN for the current Glenlee upgrade indicate that there will be no space left for a third
overhead 132KVA circuit to access the substation from the direction of Mewton Stewart. The current
SPEM KTR plan ks to divert the two existing 132 KVA overhead lines before reconnecting them to the
substation from the west without interfering with the penstock of the Glenlee Hydroelectric Plant. A
further expansion and modification of the electrical plant at the substation to accommodate a 132KvA
overhead power line from the Blair Hill project would be impossible without relocating the entire
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compound, away from the constricted space it currently occupies adjacent to the Drax owned
hydroelectric plant and its associated penstock. It is highly unlikely that SPEN would be prepared to even
consider reconfiguring the Glenlee site so soon after pleading to the local residents and the relevant
authorities that the detailed substation design contained in the KTR project planning application
documents had been carefully thought through and was future proofed to be fit for purpose.

2] The 1989 Electricity Act imposes upon SPEN a statutory duty to "have regard to the desirability of
preserving natural beauty, of conserving fauna, fauna, and geological or physiographical features of
special interest”, and, * to do what it reasonably can to mitigate any effects which the proposal would
have on the natural beauty of the countryside”.

RES is expecting to be allowed to run a set of 132KVA overhead power lines for a distance of 25km,
through the Galloway Forest Park, close to, and parallel to the existing set of 132KVA power lines
running from the Mewton Stewart substation to Glenlee. According to the provisions of the 1989 Act,
and the nationally recognised Electricity Network Standards, SPEN cannot easily permit this.

Before they can even begin to build amy new power lines RES must satisfy the planning authorities with
both the physical design and the route of the power lines. They must also satisfy the UK Electrical
Systern Operator, the E50, of the need for the development and they must state the economic case for
it and justify the significant additional network integration investment that would be necessary as a
conseguence of it.

The current KTR project at Glenlee has been in consultation and planning since 2015 and, as mentioned
abowve, has yet to gain planning permission. It can be assumed from this, that it is highly unlikely that the
Blair Hill project can be physically connected into the national grid transmission network at Glenlee
substation within the next ten or fifteen years

4] It is highly probabile, owing to the now freguent requirement of the UK Electrical System Operator to
constrain electricity production from wind farms north of the English border (the B& boundary], that the
transmission services required by RES for the Blairhill project are not physically capable of being
delivered by SPEN at Glenlee, because SPEN as the local District System Operator is not permitted,
under the terms of their licence agreement with the E50 |, to enter into any contract which could result
in the accepted operational capability limits of the national grid network being exceeded.

In other words, it is very likely, owing to too much electricity already being produced locally from wind
turbines on windy days, that there is not enough spare capacity in the Scottish electricity transmission
network for the power generated by the Blair Hill project to be safely fed into the national grid network
at Glenlee

5) On the 19th March 2024, the ESO published "BEYOND 2030" the national blueprint for a
decarbonised electricity system for Great Britain.
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BEYOND 2030 is the Official UK Government Policy.

The introduction to BEYOMND 2030 states, * Investment in renewable energy generation has exceeded
imvestment in transmission capacity over the past decade, resulting in bottlenedks on the electricity
network. Currently, energy is being wasted as the grid cannot transport it to where it can be usad.
Because of these bottlenecks, as the system operator, we sometimes have to ask wind farms to switch
off to prevent the grid becoming overloaded — wasting cheap, sustainable, home- grown wind power”

Later on, describing the existing situation in Southern Scotland, BEYOMD 2030 states, "As the level of
energy ambition in Scotland scales up, existing challenges on the electricity network become more
dominant. Currently, one of the most congested areas on Great Britain's ebectricity network ks the area
around the border between 5cotland and England. This congestion is projected to get worse, and
significant investment is required to ensure the system can be run in an economic and efficient manner.
Without this investment, this one specific part of the network has the potential to cost consurmers
across Great Britain hundreds of millions of pounds per year.

This is because, in the absence of the investment recommended, renewable electricity generated in
Scotland will not be able to be moved to where it can be used because of these capacity constraints.
This means that renewable generators in Scotland will have to be paid to turn off, while additional gas
and other non-renewable generation would have to be switched on across the south of the network in
order to balance supply and demand - but the recommended investments would heavily reduce the
requirement to do this. If network capacity in the region is not improved, the costs to consumers and
the amount of renewable electricity generators we would need to pay not to generate will grow year on
YEar.

‘We are looking to address this congestion in part by designing a network that provides significant
additional capacity using offshore cables (which was recommended, in part, by our previous network
planning recommendations), reducing, although not avolding, the need for new infrastructure
throughout the Central Belt and Borders. We are also recommending further upgrades to the existing
onshore system and new infrastructure to further increase transmission capacity”

In other words the annual cost of paying wind farms in the south of Scotland not to produce electricity is
accelerating in line with the number of new ones being built. Now that this fact has been officially
recognised, it is difficult to imagine that the ES0 are at all keen for SPEN to make it easy for RES to
connect yet another wind farm into the national grid at Glenlee. Especially when BEYOND 2030 does
not include any of the transmission bottlenecks that currently exist between Glenluce, Newton Stewart,
Glenlee, New Cumnock and the B& boundary in the long list of grid upgrades that have been prioritised
by the ESQ in their £58 billion, ten year investment plan for the national grid.

CUESTION 1
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HAVE RES ACTUALLY RECEIVED ANY ASSURAMCES FROM EITHER SFEN OR OFGEM THAT AN ACTUAL
USEABLE AND DELIVERABLE GRID CONMNECTIOM FOR THE BLAIR HILL PROJECT WILL BE OFFERED IF ONE
I5 REQUESTED ?

NET ZERO MARKET REFORM

In the foreword to the November 2023 fourth phase report of the Net Zero Market Reform, NZMR,
review carried out by the Electricity System Operator, the ES0 , the Head of Market Development at the
E50, Cian McLeavey-Reville, says;

“The reality is that the current package of market design and policy is no longer fit for purpose, and if
left unchanged will result in significant unnecessary costs and will risk GB missing its carbon targets.
Evidence of this has continued to mount owver 2022 and 2023; for example on 1st July 2023 we incurred
a cost of £20.3 million wien we had to bid 88 GWh of wind down. These are but a sign of what is yet to
come — we believe these trends will only accelerate as the system continues to decarbonise, unless
markets and policy undergo fundamental reform™

The report goes on to identify the various issues that have arisen as a result of shortcomings in the
design of the current national electricity supply balancing mechanism system, the BM, shortcomings
that are crying out to be dealt with wrgently. The ESO sees the four key issues involved as;

1. Constraint costs are rising at a dramatic rate

2. Balancing the network ks becoming more challenging and requires increasing bevels of inefficient
redispatch

3. Mational pricing can sometimes send perverse incentives to flexible assets, that worsen constraints

4. Current market design does not unlock the full potential of flexibility from supply and demand.

Further on in the report the BM, in its current form, is criticised for distorting the market by having
created a situation where “ bidding is based on lost subsidies™ and that there is, "a perverse incentive
fior generators to locate where congestion exists”
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The conclusions from the Stage Four Report of the NZMR are:

*The ES0 consider cost-reflective, granular temporal and locational signals are ultimately needed In the
wholesale market to provide real-time transparency of system needs across supply and demand and to
maximize flexible resowrces” arbitrage revenues. As discussed in our Phase 3 report, we consider these
signals would be most effectively deployed via shorter settlement periods and locational energy pricing-

Considerable investment will be needed in flexible resources to meet the changing system needs in all
timescales driven by growth in weather-dependent renewables. Locationally and temporally accurate
market signals are neaded to incentivise flexible assets to locate and dispatch where they can minimise
whole systern costs”

In the earlier Phase 3 Report the conclusions reached were:

“Our analysis shows that the status quo will not deliver net zero cost effectively, as current market
design creates inefficient behaviours, particularly in dispatch, resulting in dramatic and rising costs for
consumers.”

“The maost efficient solution to this is real-time dynamic locational signals, and our assessment of the
three locational market design options finds that neither national nor zonal pricing can deliver these
effectively_”

* Qur analysis shows that a nodal pricing market with central dispatch has the potential to deliver
significant consumer benefits through facilitating efficient dispatch of generation, demand and flexible
assets; and optimising siting decisions across the whole electricity system.”

“It creates the opportunity for consumers and Industry to access low-cost, low-tarbon electricity when
and where it is abundant_"

“We think it is credible to implement nodal pricing and central dispatch within 5 years. There are some
key questions that need to be answered, such as what are the additional market reforms required to
complement nodal pricing, and to what extent should consumers be exposed to locational price signals.”

From these conclusions it can be safely assumed that:
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The ES0 is intent that new legislation will soon be introduced and that nodal pricing will replace national
pricing sometime around 2030,

Clearly, if RES end up gaining planning permission for the Blair Hill project and then go on to build it,
they will not be able to benefit from the current single nationally priced system of constraint payments
that have allowed similarly, poorly located wind farms to prosper up until now. The ™ perverse incentive
to locate where congestion exists” will have gone by the time Blair Hill is ready to be commissioned. The
wind farm will have to operate under a new nodally priced market system where electricity generators
are rewarded for being located where energy is needed and paid for providing energy at the time it is
required as opposed to being paid compensation for not producing energy when it is not needed.

The node that will determine the price of electricity generated at Blair Hill will be in south west Scotland,
home to the most congested part of the UK transmission network on windy days. As a conseguence,
regardless of the exact location of the node, once the nodal pricing system is introduced, the price that
the market will be prepared to offer Blair Hill for wind generated electricity; or offer them to constrain
generation, will be much less than it would be if the current single national pricing system were to
remain in place.

If RES don't ditch the Blair Hill project they will be “locating where congestion exists”, having made a
suboptimal siting decision” through failing to realise the financial implications that the imminent reform
of UK energy markets will have for weather dependent generators on the wrong side of the transmission
bottlenecks in South West Scotland.

QUESTION 2

ARE RES AWARE OF THE SCALE OF THE FINAMCIAL IMPACT THAT ™ MET ZERD MARKET REFORM™ WILL
HAVE ON THE VIABILITY OF BLAIR HILL PROJECT ?
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RES has prepared this wiillen response 10 guestions received from members of the Community Liason
Group ahead of the meeting on 9 April 2024

Grid
“Have RES actually recelved any asswrances Trom either SPEN ar OFGEM thal an actual wseable and
defiverable grid connection for the Blair Hill Project will be of fered il one & requested?

As stated in the submission to RES, Mational Grid ESO (MGESD) and 5P Tranumission Limited (SPT) are
obliged under the Electricity Act 198% and atso under their respective Electricity Transmission Licences
o offer terms for connection. There are very exceptional hypathetical circumstances under which this
abligation does not apply, howewer, in the 40 years in which RES has operated, RES has mever
encountered them nor B It aware of any other instance fin which an electricity transmission Licensee has
refused (o offer terms on grounds of wseability or deliverability.

When investigating the feasibility of grid connecthon for any new renewables project, RES would always
consult informally with the relevant grid company. Such informal discussions are always only indicative
and without commitment from the relevant grid company. As such RES would never expect 1o receive
“assurances” from 3PT on the weability or deliverability of any grid connection solution. It is therefore
wirth reiterating that as RES haven't received an offer Lo conne<t Lo the grid network so the assertions
made in the submission Lo RES are a matter of opinion. Ofgem would never comment on the Teasibility
of any individual grid connection as their responsibility is to regulate the energy market.

SPT will be respomible for obtaining the necessary consents and then comstruction of the grid
connection for Blair Hill Wind Farm. They have a statutory duty to offer a grid connection if one if
requested. The application for planning consent will be made by SPT under 537 of the Electricity Act
1989, which is a separate process to RES' application for the proposed wind farm.  An Environmental
Impact Assessment will lkely be carried out for the proposed grid connection, hiwever this is not
carried out by RES.
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The progress of the Kendoon to Tongland Reinfarcement [KTR) project has no weight or bearing on the
SUCCEss of otherwise of any proposal to conpect the Blair Hill project jshould it be consented) to the grid
network which will be comsidered on its own merits when an application i eventually made.

RES held discussions with SPT in the autumn of 2023 on the grid connection possibilities for Blair HIll and
we will be revisiting these discussions later this month before submitting a Connection Application to
SPT via MGESD. The resulting Connection Offer that we will receive will outline SPT's proposed
connection solution for Blair Hill and it is only at this point that we will properly understand the detailed
plans for grid connection of Blair HAll and how this will intbegrate with its wider strategic plans for
upgrading of its transmission system necessary to achbeve decarbonisation and Met Zeno targets. Once
we accept the connection offer, the paint of integration into the transmission system and the delivery
timescale will become public knowledge through the NGESO TEC register.

Far the avoidance of doubt, the Glenlee Substation Extension has been consented. The KTR Project is
awaiting a decision from Scottish Ministers following a Public Local Inguiry.

Met Zero Market Reform

“Are RES aware of the scale of the Mnancial impact that Net Zero Market Relorm will have on the
wiability of Blair Hill Praject=

RES welcomes the Met Zero Market Reform to support the delivery of the UK Government's aim of fully
decarbonising electricity generation by 2035,

It is important to note that the Electricity System Operator (soon o be the Mational Energy System
Operator, the body who was responsible for publishing comment on Madal Marginal Pricing noted in the
submission) is not responsible for deciding Government palicy. The E30 themselves state in the Met Zero
Market Reform: Phase 4 Assessment and Conclusions report’: “the ESQ will continue to support the
Government and Ofgem on the design and implementation of reform options a5 they are norrowed
down [ REMA, specifically advising on their impact on GB electricity system operation.™

Furthermaore, the assumption in the subsmission to RES that Modal Marginal Pricing is set to be introduced
& incorrect. Since the Met Zero Market Reform: Phase 4 Assessment and Conclusions repart was
published in Movernber 2023, a second consultation umder the Review of Electricity Market Arrangerments
{REMA) has been published by the Government in which it rules out moving to Nodal Marginal Pricing?.
Several ather options are being considered by the Government that will address eperational issues while
still ensuring deliverability of the Government 2035 decarbonisation target; Modal Marginal Pricing is not
one of them. Significant new investment in transmmission infrastructure in order to integrate bow Cost
renewables & required in all scenarios, and the Government understands this. RES fully understands the
impact of Met Zero Market Reform on renewable generation and supports this change to market design
for a net zero future.

blairhill. windfarmi@res- www _blairhill-
group.com windfarm.co.uk

! hitps: / Metwiw_national grideso. com doc ument /298556 dowmioad
2 Ihibtps: | Pt gy Lk GoaeTi T congaltat hons review- ol-ehec Lrcity -market - arrangements-rema-second -cons il tat ion
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1 Landscape and Visual

1.1 Introduction

Following the receipt of scoping responses from consultess in relation o the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm, including additional comments recefved from
DG dated 2 February 2024, the proposed LVIA viewpoints sef out in the scoping report have been reviewed and the following list prepared.

Updated ITY studies based on an updated scheme layout have been used to review suggested viewpoint locations for wse in the LYLA. Consideration has
been given bo DEGs 2020 Supplementary Guidance *Part 1 Wind Energy Development: Development Management Considerations Appendix 'C" DEG Wind
Farm Landscape Capacity Study” and South Ayrshire's 2018 ‘Landscape Wind Capacity Study’ which identify key viewpoints and [andmark hills within the
study area. Consideration has also been given Lo viewpoints identified within the recent Arecleoch Variation [ECU ref: ECUDDO01864) and South Kyle Il (ECU
ref: ECL00003429) applications, alongside the Artfield Forest application (ECU ref: ECLAO0003245), for potential cumulative effects.

It is proposed that the 26 locations set out below are included as viewpaints in the LVIA. The locations, which are illustrated on the revised ITV, included
with this document, represent visual receplors, character types and designative/sensitive landscapes at a range of distances and directions from the Site.
These representative viewpoints will be used as ‘samples” on which to base judgements of the scale of effects on visual receplors and represent a wide
range of receptors - including not only those actually at the viewpolnt, but also those neartry, at a similar distance and/or direction. It is anticipated that
some viewpdints may be subject to localked micrositing when investigated on sive, as well as alternative suggested locations being reviewed to ensure that
WOFSt case scenarios are selected. Where this & relevant comment 15 made within the table below.

Propased LVIA Viewpofnts

Viewpaint Distance and  View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction fram be prepared

clodest  progossd
turbine

VP1: Drumwhirn Caim, Moor 2.6 km, south-west  Represents users of the RSPE moorland and users of NCRT along o Photomoniage

of Barclye minar road to the south-west of the Site,

238370, SE8878) Within FSA and LLA.

VP2: Corshie Road, Mewton 4.6 km, south west  Represents the experience of visitors and residents along the Phatomontage
Stewart northern edge of Mewton Stewart. Hight-time
(240445, 565633) On edge of RSA and LLA. phatomantage

Close to viewpoint requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
WP3: ATS south of Mewton 5.3 km, south or Represents users of the ATS, visitors and residents on the outskirts  Phatomontage

Stewart 6.4 km, south or of Newton Stewart and users of NCRT3 which passes below the
241585, 554705 or 9.4 km, south ATS.

241875, 563640 or Within BSA and LLA.

242300, S60800) May be relocated to the cycle path adjacent to the A714 at the

entrance ta the Mether Barr Steading Self Catering Holiday Lodges,

a location requested by Cree Valley Community Council, or further

south near Causeway End as suggested by D&G, following further

site investigation,
WP4: Glervernoch Fell / Hill 8.6 km, west Reprasents recreational users of the Southern Upland Way around  Photomontage
of Ochiltres Glemverlach Fell.
(232711, 574115)
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Viewpaint

Distance  and

View [ receplors represented

direction fram e prepared
closest
turbine
WP5: NCRY on Minor Road 8.2 km, north-west  Represents visitors and residents of Glentrool Village, users of ‘Wireline
Horth af Glentrool Village ar HCRT and recreational wsers of Glentrool Forest.
(236118, 579390 ar 6.8 km, north-west  On edge of RSA and LLA. Within Galloway Forest Park boundary.
237156, STES36) May be relocated o the Glentrool Visitor Centre car park, a
location requested by Cree Valley Community Council, following
further site ivestigation.
WP&: Caimsmare of Fleet 8.6 km, east Represents users of the recreational landscape to the east. Photomontage
(250150, S6708%) Endorsed by Mountaineering Scotland.
‘Within RSA and LLA.
WFT: Merrick 11.3 lm, north Represents recreational users of the landscape to the narth, Photomontage

(242748, 585514)

includirg the Dark Sky Park. Consideration has been given to views
from the approach via Benyellary, but the view from Merrick
represents the worse case scenario.

‘Within RSA, LLA, Wild Land Area and Dark Sky Park Core Area.
‘Within Galloway Forest Park boundary.

Viewpaint

View / receptors represented

VPH: ATS near Creetown

13.0 ko, southor  Represents users of the ATS travelling towards the Propased Photomontage

(247180, 558229 or 11.5 lom, south Development and visitors and residents on the outskins of Might-time
24T1%6, 557737) Cregtown. phoLamontage

Within RSA and LLA.

May be relocated to the layby at Point Fishery as suggested by

DEG and Cree Valley Community Council, following further site

investigation.
VPI: Kirkcowan 12.7 lum, south- Represents visitors and residents of Kirkcowan and users of the Photomontage
(133241, 560466 or WesL neighbauring minor roads. Hight-time
232752, 560954) Close to viewpoint requested by Cree Yalley Community Council. photamontage

Both viewpoints will be reviewed on site and the most appropriate
location chosen for the assessment.
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‘Wiewpaint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of viualisation to
direction from Ibe prepared
closest  proposed
turbine

WP10: NCRT3 on Minor Road 134 ko, ssuthor  Represents visitors and residents an the outskirts of Wigtown and Phobomantage

Morth of Wigtown 14.7 km, southor  users of NCR73. Night-time

[243472, 556227 15.3 ko, southoor  Within RSA and LLA, photomantage

OF MaFTyT"s Monurment 14.1 km, southor A number of alternative locations have been suggested by D&G and

(243054, 5554200 13.3 lum, south Cree Valley Community Council. These will be reviewed on site

of ar bird hide and the most appropriate location chasen Tor the assessment.

(244000, 554900y

ar Kirkland HilL Lover's Walk

(243300, 556000)

or AT14/E7005 Junction

narth of Wigtewn

(242711, 556790)

WP11: Bennmiguinea Lookout  14.1 lom, east Represents users of the recreational landscape to the east. Wireline

(256655, STS9T0) ‘Within ASa, LLA and Dark Sky Park. Within Galloway Farest Park

boundary.

WP12: Mochrum Lochs. LLA, 19.3 km, south- Represents the LLA and users of the minor roads to the south-west  Wireline

oo of Drumwall WESL ar around Gargrie Moor.

(130678, 554200 or 16.5 lom, south- ‘Within BSA and LLA.

231917, 556693) west An alternative location has been suggested by D&G on the core

path to the north. This will be reviewed on site and the most
appropriate location chosen for the assessment.

Viewpoint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction from be prepared
closest  proposed
turbine

WP13: Minor Road near 20.5 kom, north- Represents visibility to the north-west from areas around Barhill. Wireline

Barhill Station wESL Or O edge of LLA.

[22265%, 581336 or 20.7 lom, north- Close to viewpoint requested by Cree Valley Community Council.

2327532, S60954) F=1 Both viewpaints will be reviewsd on site and the most appropriate

location chisen for the assessment.

VP14: Southern Upland Way 2006 lom, west Represents recreational users of the Southern Upland Way to the Wireline

near Artfield Fell west.

(221186, S68010)

YP15: AT& North of 29.1 km, south Represents users of the ATS and residents and visitors to Whithorn,  Wireline

‘Whithom south of the Site.

(244468, 541031)

WP16: Byne Hill 31.9 km, narth- Represents users of the recreational landscapes to the north-west  Wireline

(217864, 594554) WesT near Girvan.,

Within LLA.

WP17: AT12 east of Corsock 36,2 km, east Represents users of the AT12 to the east. Wireline

[2788ET, 573612)

VP18: Southern Lipland Way  37.5 kom, south- Represents recreational users of the Southern Upland Way, Wireline

near Stranrass west recreational landscapes and minor roads near Stranraes.

(205814, S58888)

CAVENDISH
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Viewpaint Distance and Wiew / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction fram be prepared
clasest  proposed
turkyine

WP19: Sandhead 378 komi, south- Represents residents and visitors of Sandhead, usars of the beach Wireline

(209777, S49724) WL and other recreational |andscapes.

Hew viewpoint 3.4km, south west  Represents the experience of visitors and residents along the Photomaontags

WP20: Monigaff Parish
Church
(241076, S46654)

narthermn edge of Minnigaff.
Within BSA and LLA.
Requested by Cree Valley Community Couwncil.

Hew viewpaint
WFZ1: Lamachan Hill
(243451, 576ETI)

2.8km, north east

Represents users of the recreational landscape to the north east.
Located slightly off the summit in area of greater visibility.
Within BS54, LLA and Dark Sky Park Core Area. Within Galloway
Forest Park baundary.

Proposed by Mountaineering Scotland.

wireframe only (no
phatograghy)

Mew wiewpoint
WP2E: Milliore
[24TBO3, 575448

S.dkm, north east

Represents users of the recreational landscape to the north east.
Within BSa, LLa and Dark Sky Park Core Area. Within Galloway
Farest Park baundary.

Proposed by Mountaineering Scotland.

Wireframe only (no

phatography}

115
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power for good

1.1.1 Visualisations

Visualisations will be prepared in accordance with MatureScot's “Visualisation of Wind Farms Best Practice’.
Wirelines and photomontage visualisations will be used to aid the assessment. These will be generated from
a 3-dimensional (30} model of the proposed wind turbines, site and surrcunding topography, wsing key
landmarks and compass bearings to match the modelled views to the photographs.,

Photegraphs, wirelines and photomontages will be shown on Tigures supporting the LVIA It is anticipated that
a baselime panorama and wireline (including cumulative schemes) and a wireline of the Proposed
Development will be provided for all suggested viewpoints, unless indicated otherwise above. Photomontages
will be prepared for all viewpoints within 5 km of the Proposed Development, and a selection of the more
distant wviewpaints. Might-time photomontages will be prepared to support the night-time assesoment,
utilizing a salection of the daytime viewpoints a8 indicated above.
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6.1.4 June 2024 Minutes

ms MINUTES

power for good
Blair Hill Wind Farm 18/06/24
Community Liaison Group (CLG) e
Attendees Name Representing
Clifford Smithers {C5) Cree Valley Community Council
Richard Kay (RK}) Cree Valley Community Council
Jamie Hyslop (JH) River Cree District 5almon Fishery Board
Terence Flanagan (TF) River Cree Hatchery & Habitat Trust SCIO
Sarah More (SM) Cree Valley Area Development Trust
Craig McMilken (CM) Ditch the Blair Hill Project
lain Service {15} Ditch the Blair Hill Project
Linda Woadfield (LW) Hewton Stewart Initiative
Clir David Inglis Ward member for Mid Galloway and Wigtown West
Sarah McaArthur (SMc) RES
lain MacCallum {IM) RES
Dario Ewing (DE) Cavendish
Apologies MName Representing
Hazel Matthews Kirkcowan Community Council
Mary Harkness Kirkcowan Community Council
Clir Katie Hagmann Ward member for Mid Galloway and Wigtown West
Clir Jackie McCamon Ward member for Mid Galloway and Wigtown West
Clir Richard Marsh Ward member for Mid Galloway and Wigtown West

DRES is & registered trademark | Compary Humber 1589961 | info@res-group.com | www. res-group. com
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Agenda ltem

Apologies

Praoject Update

Public Exhibition
Feedback

s

Activity Actions

Apologies were noted from Hazel Matthews, Mary Harkness and Cllrs
Katie Hagmann, Jackie McCamon and Richard Marsh.

SMc updated that a design freeze has now been agreed, resulting in a few
tweaks to the turbine locations as result of further comments from HES
on the setting of the chambered cairn at Napper's Cottage, chambered
cairn (SM5676). She noted that these changes are minimal from the
turbine locations presented at the May public exhibitions.

SMec provided copies of the revised design. It is appended to the meeting
minutes.

SMc updated that the grid application has been submitted by RES.

SMc updated that under the current project timeline, the application
submission is expected in late August/September 2024, RES will write to
stakehalders and send out newsletters to households when the
application is submitted. To coincide with the submission and public
representation period, RES intends to hold drop in information sessions
where copies of the planning application will be available to view ensure
the local community understands the final submitted plans.

DE provided an overview of the feedback received from the recent public
exhibitions, highlighting the key themes and issues raised, attitudes
towards the development, and the effectiveness of the exhibitions. The
presentation slides are attached to the meeting minutes.

M guestioned whether the community newsletter included details of the
feedback guestionnaire and response slips. DE clarified that the
newsletter provided an update on recent project work and invited people
to attend the exhibitions and participate in the consultation.

M gueried how the views of those who had not attended either exhibition
were to be sought, as it was his responsibility to represent the view of
the whole community and not just those who attend the public
exhibitions. 15 insisted that everyone had had an opportunity to express
their opinion through the public exhibitions and that 95% are against the
wind farm. JH suggested it was misleading to imply that the survey
responses were not representative of the community. DE explained that
it s not suggested there aren't high levels of objection within the
community, but rather that a significant portion of the community did
not participate in the consultation. DI agreed with this statement.
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Guest Speaker
Construction

s

IM provided an overview of the construction management process
throughout the various stages of a development's lifecycle, including the
planning, pre-construction, and construction phases. The presentation
slides are attached to the meeting minutes.

15 questioned who would be accountable for any issues or accidents
during construction. IM clarified that ultimate responsibility would lie
with the principal contractor who i appointed to oversee the
construction phase of a project, under COM (Construction Design and
Management) Regulations.

RK asked about RES's engagement with SEPA prior to submission. SWec
clarified that RES engaged with SEPA through the ECU scoping process to
agree the scope of the EIA methodology. When a planning application is
submitted, SEPA will provide a consultation response that will either
raise no objection or raise an objection. It will also include
recommendations for conditions to be included as part of any planning
consent.

JH raised concerns about the site's sensitivity and the potential for
pollution in the River Cree affecting fish populations, questioning how
the wind farm could be developed without adverse effects. IM and SMc
explained that this would be managed through mitigation measures
agreed upon through consultation and engagement with SEPA and DGC.

JH inquired if RES had other sites with similar levels of complex RES
sensitivities/constraints and asked for examples. SMc clarified that RES

has worked on numerous sensitive projects and whilst she wasn't aware

of any projects with a salmon hatchery near to the site, she would take

this question away and provide further information.

JH asked how RES could demonstrate to the Mewton Stewart Flood
Prevention Group that there would be no adverse impact on flooding, as
they had advised him that developers of the wind farm would have to
prove that there would be no increased risk of flooding to Mewton
Stewart by the development. SMc explained that a detailed Flood Risk
Assessment had been scoped out of assessment. This is because it is
propased potential flood risk can be suitably mitizated by good practice
measures, such as 50m buffers from watercourses and appropriate design
of watercourse crossings. SEPA raised no issue with this. Runoff would be
controlled through suitable construction drainage provision. She advised
that while no discussions had taken place yet, RES would be happy to
engage with the Flood Prevention Group.

15 asked how much concrete would be wused for the project. IM noted that
his experience on projects with 120m turbines saw them generally have
250-300m? of concrete, however he couldn’t comment on the exact
volume reqguired for Blair Hill. SMc said that the final volume would be
krown pre-construction as it would be subject to detailed ground
imvestigation. However an indicative wind turbine foundation figure will
be included as part of the ELA and the likely madimum total volume of
concrete required will be included in the Carbon Balance Assessment.

IS asked where stone for the site construction would be delivered from.
IM confirmed that if the borrow pit search areas on site yielded material
of acceptable quality, this would be used to construct site tracks and
crane hardstandings. Specialist engineering material may still be required
underneath the wind turbine foundation if the ground below the
foundation was not of a competent quality i.e. it was clay.

JH asked how water would be supplied to the proposed batching plant. M
responded that it is typically delivered onto site in water tankers,
however this would be confirmed pre-construction.

IM explained that any haulage plans would be subject to the agreement
of a Construction Traffic Management Plan with Transport Scotland and
Dumfries and Galloway Council .
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ADB 15 and JH noted the uwsefulness of the 30 model video shown at the

exhibitions. JH asked if it could be included within the planning RES
application submission. SMc responded that all visualisations had to be
produced to MatureScot standards, so it was unlikely to be possible to
include it in the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. She agreed to
check whether the video could be submitted as part of the wider

planning application.

15 raised the viewpoints suggested by the CVCC, noting some confusion

over the inclusion of the viewpoint at A714. He insisted that the

viewpoint from the monument at the A75 should be included in the

planning application. SMc advised that RES could not share the final list gpg
of wiewpaints as these had not yet been finalized by DRG Coundil.

15 questioned whether a legal agreement could be secured with RES,
committing them to providing the Community Benefit Fund. SMc stated
that RES would enter a legal agreement with the party who administers
the fund. Whilst RES don't typically sign an agreement pre-consent, she
agreed to check internally if it would be possible to get an agreement in
place pre-consent. She noted that RES adheres to the Scottish
Government's Guidance on Good Practice Principles for Community
Benefits from Onshore Renewable Energy Developments (2019).

RKE questioned if RES would pay a new figure recommended by the
Scottish Government if it were to increase before the wind farm becomes
operational, or if they would be tied to £5,000/ MW. SMc confirmed that
RES would commit to whatever figure the Good Practice Guidance states
at the time the site is commissioned.

JH mentioned the recently proposed Shennanton Wind Farm following a
scoping request submitted to the ECU. 1S questioned whether this would

be included in the assessment of cumulative impact in the ElA. SMe RES
advised that later applications are not typically included in the EIA. She
would check with the project landscape consultant to see if Shennanton
would be included and noted that it would be agreed with the Energy
Consents Unit.

5 referenced the discussion between I5 and DI, noting that while he
understood both sides, he agreed with DI regarding the
representativeness of the consultation respondents. 15 insisted that
evidence must be produced to support this view. JH stated that at
present there had been one exit poll taken at the first public exhibition
and two at the second. Along with emails received by CWCC and
responses to RES" comments forms, approximately 95% of those are
against the proposed development. He maintained that it should be
concluded that the local community is hugely against the proposal.

Date and Time of  SMc agreed to circulate dates for the next meeting, likely in late August/ RES
Hext meeting early September. RES will provide options for meeting dates and book the
venue once agreed.

The meeting concluded at 9:30 pm.
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Blair Hill Wind Farm
May 2024 Publie Exhibitions

Public Exhibition Feedback

CAVENDISH

B Overview
Consultation Recap
Consultation period: running from
227 May - 7™ June

+ Two in-person public exhibitions:
+ McMillan Hall
+ Kirkcowan Hall

+ Approx. 330 Attendees

Online feedback form and
information available on the project
website.,

180 Respondents

CAVENDISH
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Section I: The Consultation

Advertising

41.6%

MNewsletter

27.2%

Word of Mouth

5.2%

Project Website

26%

Other

CAVENDISH

Awareness

35.3%

Knew a lot

43.9%

Knew quite a lot

21.4%

Knew a littde

1.2%

Knew very little/nothing

Attitudes

Respondents were asked about their
attitudes towards the proposals -
with a strong majority outlining they

were opposed to the plans.

Concerns raised over:

Environmental impact

Landscape

Saturation and overconcentration

Meed for renewable development

CAVENDISH
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Uselul Aspect Understanding

43.1% 15.9%

Photomontages Alot

27.0% 28.7%

Exhibition Boards Quite a lot
0/ 20/
11.1% 18.3%
Engage with project team Alittle

16.6% 37.2%

Other Very little/nothing
3
%
1
2%
4%
| am opposed | am neutral
| am supportive m | don'tlike onshore wind farms
4+
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“Issues of
Interest

99
100 ) 79 85
80 7 o
Key issues: 60 5151, -
: 40 3¢
Landscape and Visual " . 26
Tourism & Socioeconomics 0
. Feedback
Cultural Heritage & Archaeology )
Landscape and visual Carbon Balance
Ecology & Ornithology Grid m Biodiversity Enhancements
Heritage & Recreation Enhancements  Community Benefit
Ecology & Ornithalogy W Traffic & Transport
W Acoustics Cultural Heritage & Arachaeology
W Hydrology & Peat W Aviation
Shadow Flicker Tourism & Socioeconomics
CAVENDISH D

B Community Benefit Purchase one of the many old buildings
. = in the town centre and upgrade it to an
Community Infrastructure ‘energy hub™

“New primary school”

« Operational Cour Wind Farm- Fund
used to help the community
purchase the local post office and

turn it into the Carradale Community “more childeare facilities in the area”
Shop & Post Office, which opened in
2021

* Bloch Wind Farm - Fund used to set . . . .
up an Educational Trust for the “Making paths an :Ways Hlllllll.ll]l._‘. for accessible
community s which are very wide”

CAVENDISH “High street neration”
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B Community Benefit

Local Electricity Discount

« Existing structures set up within RES
to deliver lower energy discount
scheme (LEDs) and deliver energy
savings for the local community.

CAVENDISH

¥ Community Benefit

Housing Infrastructure

+ Kelburn Wind Farm - Fund use to
promote energy efficiency measures
& solar panels at the Millport Town
Hall and energy efficiency measures

at the Largs Thistle Community Club.

CAVENDISH

124

“Reduced eleetricity bills”

“Evervone in NS should get | lectricity”

“Properties immediately adjacent to the wind farm
should be sufficiently recompensed..with respect to
energy costs ete.”

rvation, efliciency
measures [or housing, industrial
retrofit projects.

“Buy empty properties in High Street — convert to

]

affordable housing if vou can get couneil to agr
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¥ Biodiversity

Enhancement & Management
Plan

Updated proposals include a
Biodiversity Enhancement and
Management Plan that could include:

+ Broadleaved woodland
creation

» Peatland Restoration

» Bracken Control/Native Scrub
Creation

CAVENDISH

® Heritage & Recreation

Enhancement & Management
Plan

+ Updated proposals include plans to
‘unlock’ the Heritage of the area,
making it more accessible through
delivery of heritage and walking
trails.

CAVENDISH
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“I'would like 1o see increased
biodiversity, possibly by means of a
native broadleaved tree planting
program”

“Mechanisms to preserve and enhance the peatland on
the site”

“Ensure cattle and sheep can still graze at the site.”

Public walkway through the wind farm
with Toilet Facilities seating area
benches view point telescopes anything
that gets the locals and visitors
involved. THISIS a onee in a lifetime
chance for the good of Newton Stewart

RES and FOR the PLAT

ds to be aimed at local people and create local
jobs not just bring new people in from out with the

CAVENDISH



® Next Steps

June June - August September September -
Ongoing analysis ElA Completed Application October
of consultation Submitted Information
feedback Session(s)
CAVEMDISH

CAVENDISH

Thank you
for your time.

126

*Indicative on current project timescales

........... °

Autumn 2024
Period for
representations
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Wind Farm Construction & En
Management |

lain MacCallum

18" June 2024

Agenda S

Introduction

Development Phase:
= lLegislation
= Industry guidance
= Planning phase

— ElA

— CEMP

Pre-construction Phase:

= Preparation & Procurement

» SEPA Construction Site Licence
Construction Phase:

= Monitoring Arrangements
= 5UDS
= RES Good Working Practice Guide

QEA*

*Questions shall be taken at the end
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Introduction

Speaker:

Company:

es .

es

lain MacCallum BEng (Hons) CEng MICE MCIOB
RES UK&I Construction Senior Management Team
15 Years Construction Experience, 13 in Renewables

Provision of Owner’s Engineer & Consultancy Services

Renewable Energy Systems (RES)
World's largest independent renewables business
40+ years

4500+ people

RES Services and Technologies

s

ACTIVITIES

X @

DEVELOPMENT CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

i

WIND

TECHNOLOGIES

SOLAR STORAGE TRANSMISSION & GREEN
DISTRIBUTION HYDROGEN

128
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Legislation S

The development and construction of wind farms in the UK is heavily regulated, particularly Scotland has a
robust process in place to ensure pollution prevention is prioritised.

The regulations encompass several aspects including planning, environmental impact and safety.

1.Planning Permission: Wind farm projects require planning permission from local planning authorities or the Scottish Ministers for larger
projects. This involves detailed planning applications, adherence to local development plans and policies and approval from statutory
consultees such as SEPA and MatureScot.

2.Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): Large wind farm projects undergo an EIA to assess their potential environmental impacts. This
includes the impact on wildlife, landscape, noise, and peat.

Overall, the regulatory framework aims to balance the promotion of renewable energy with the protection of
the environment.

Industry Guidance S
Good Practice during f A working group comprising representatives l’rqm Nature_Scot,_SEPA, FCS, Scottish
Wind Farm Construction Renewables and several member companies with extensive wind farm development

experience have developed guidance on Good Practice during Wind Farm Construction to
help address the effects on the natural environment. It builds on the experience of over 20
years of wind farm construction in Scotland.

Developers, planning officers, construction firms and others can use the guidance at the
post-consent, pre-construction planning phase of wind farm development.

The guidance focuses on:
+ pollution prevention

* nature conservation

* landscape

* hydrology

Members include:

SEPA's pollution prevention role includes
regulating activities that could lead to
pollution or environmental damage, and

* Forestry Commission Scotland
+ Historic Environment Scotland
* Scottish Renewables

MacArthur Green monitoring the quality of Scotland’s air, land,
+  Natural Power and water
+  NatureScot
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Industry Guidance
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Planning Phase - EIA & CEMP Production

1. Pre-planning:

es

®* A detailed Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will be carried out and submitted for review and approval as
part of the planning process. This will identify measures to mitigate or manage any significant adverse effects.

= Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) — an outline CEMP is prepared as part of the planning
application, this sets out the overarching construction management philosophy. This document is key and covers
environmental management in detail, other key documents may form part of this master document as

appendices:

= Pollution Prevention Plan (PPP)

— Peat Management Plan (PMP)

—~ Surface Water Management Plan

2. Post-planning the Principal Contractor (CDM Regulations) appointed to construct the proposed development shall refine
and develop this outline CEMP prior to construction to ensure it is fit for purpose — this is a long and detailed process and

includes:

1. Production of a detailed CEMP and all associated plans

2. Submission to, and review by statutory consultees — e.g. SEPA and NatureScot being two key parties

3. This usually involves multiple iterations of each document before the CEMP will be approved by the LPA -
approval will only be provided on the basis of statutory consultees comments being addressed, i.e. no
construction can commence until SEPA are satisfied

3. A preliminary SUDS design will be established with a detailed analysis and design being undertaken following a site visit
by specialist hydrology engineers — this will form part of the approved PPP — SEPA want to see this philosophy to show any
discharge locations have been selected by competent specialists and are placed at suitable locations. 7
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Planning Phase - EIA & CEMP Production

1. PPP to be provided to SEPA for comment and approval
with an application for a Complex License under The
Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland)
Regulations 2011 (CAR). We will come back to discuss
this licence separately.

2. Abespoke Water Quality Monitoring plan will be
prepared and implemented by a specialist hydrology
consultant, as part of the surface water management
plan/PPP to ensure there are no impacts. Conditions and
parameters will be checked before, during and after
construction, using a baseline survey undertaken prior to
the development starting.

3. Aspoil/peat management plan will be established which
is a major part of surface water management.

4. The philosophy is for existing drainage to remain intact
and new drainage designed to suit infrastructure
network — clean water cut off ditches are installed
(diverting any clean water around or through the
development) and site tracks run-off will be managed
separately to ensure clean and dirty water are kept

separate. 8
Pre-Construction Phase s
SCOTTESH ENVIRGNMENT PROTECTION AGENCY
1. A Construction Phase Plan will be established for contractors O eyt SO -
to comply with, this shall include a site environmental PG e e
management plan with specific environmental procedures on LIGENCE NO.: CARL
how to deal with spills etc. T CUERLE FRRME
SITE OR LOCATION OF VN FARM
2. Procurement of contractors and consultants — all of this PGV T
information is taken and included within the construction
contracts (planning consent, full CEMP, PPP, construction site
licence etc), to ensure the contractor installing the civil T withcrisaon ies bais i by B Sectiah Evivoranest Frolcton Ageesy b
infrastructure is contractually and legally obliged [under oo Ropiona o 18 ol e Wt Efrrnant (Gonactes
contract law) to comply with the conditions of the contract. e o e o T pCrIC e e, o B
3. Dedicated drainage team for installation and maintenance. kil it el et
4. SEPA's construction site licence (CAR licence) is transferred to Cdicns i s e -
the relevant contractor notifying SEPA of who will be
undertaking the civil engineering works (including drainage) - = g o J s T T A R
s0 SEPA know well in advance of a spade going in the ground, e
which contractor will be undertaking the works. -

5. Contractors then carry out detailed design in accordance with
the contract, legislation and industry guidance — including all
the important documents we have just discussed.

131 CAVENDISH



SEPA’s Construction Site Licence (CAR Licence) MRS

SEPA’s Controlled Activities Regulations were
updated in 2018 which has led to a “cradle to
grave” type approach whereby SEPA remain
involved throughout the project and undertake
site visits to ensure compliance.

What i.amclui.rrdamlwhcn does this come into force?

From 1 S:pttmher 2018, a construction Pra}ectwhid: falls into one of the above categories cannot be
commenced until you have:

1. obtained a CAR licence from SEPA; and
2. submitted a pollution prevention plan for the construction site to SEPA for review / approval.

SEPA has detailed guidance about what is to be included in the pollution prevention plan and the plan can be
submitted to SEPA at the same time as the application for the CAR licence. It may take SEPA up to 4 months
to determine whether to issue a CAR licence and to review and agree the pollution prevention plan. The
pollution prevention plan can be varied at a later date and must be complied with as a condition to the CAR
licence.

The cost ofobtaining a CAR licence d.cp:ﬂds on the size of the construction activity. For more information, refer
to SEPA's website which details the application process / fees.

SEPA’s Construction Site Licence (CAR Licence) MRS

Who has to do this?

The CAR licence is to be applied for by a “Responsible Person”, being the person/organisation responsible for
securing compliance with the licence. Given the CAR licence has to be applied for in advance of the works
commencing, the licence can be transferred to the relevant party overseeing the construction works on site ata
later date {once this party is known).
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Construction Phase - Monitoring Arrangements

When constructing wind farms, a breach of environmental legislation
through a pollution event is as devastating as having a serious accident on
your site, the reputational damage is so great it risks loss of work and jobs.

For e.g. a breach of a water use licence would typically involve
enforcement action by SEPA including financial penalties, your business
being named and shamed and a licence suspension - the impact of a
licence suspension alone would have an extremely adverse financial impact
for a contractor, e.g. a large EPC contract may have significant liquidated
damages tied to the contract programme, if a project loses two months to
a licence suspension delaying the infrastructure works, that contractor can
expect to incur significant financial loss, with a follow on impact that they
have try and survive through reputational damage and loss of business.

s

A “responsible person” may ultimately
be subject to criminal liability if the
terms of the licence are breached.

,'F:-

. S

10 HIDE

Sustainable Drainage Design (SUDS)

1. SUDS will be installed using
appropriate mitigation o s s
measures for the site, ditch .
dimensions determined by
cross sectional calcs,

checkdams installed to
restrict flows and filter
sediment from water,
attenuation basins, -
settlement ponds etc

2. Clean water cut-off ditches
shall be installed

3. Culverts shall be installed
to divert clean water as o B et e
required o

4. Silt fencing installed to filter
out sediments

5. ECoW monitors installation
and maintenance standards
against agreed design

s
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RES Good Working Practice Guide res

The RES Good Working Practice
Guide

GP - SullS construction awaiting check dam reinstatement

RES Good Working Practice Guide MRS

| Silt fencing is an
effective way of
capturing larger
sediment particles. Care
should be taken so that
fencing is not over-
whelmed and the
receiving habitat can act
as filter strip without
becoming saturated.

G - Sul5 with check dams installed and maintained and good vegetation from
grass seed ai per Ecology Plan
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RES Good Working Practice Guide s

Settlement lagoons

Large capacity settlement lagoons require careful planning and location
consideration. Calculate and forecast the expected volumes of flows that they will
be required to cope with rainfall as necessary. Lagoons are particularly effective
where a large run-off volume is expected and small scale dispersal to suitable
vegetation would not be successful.

In same locations substantial ‘Step’ designed seftlement lagoons may be required
to manage large volumes of contaminated rur-off.

S

power for good

WWW.res-group.com
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6.1.4 August 2024 Minutes

S

power for pood

Blair Hill Wind Farm

Community Liaison Group (CLG)

Attendess Hasme
Clifford Seithers (C5)
Hazal Matthews (HW)
Mary Harkness (MH)
Alan Hawatson (AH)
Jamie Hyslop {JH)
Charles Marshall {Cia)
Scott Jones (5J)
Hicola Garmary (HG)
Craig McMitken (CM)
lain Service ([3)
Linda ‘Woodlield {Lw)
Sarah McArthur (SMe)
Simon Cleary (5C)
Dario Ewing (DE)

Apalogies Hame
Clir Katie Hagrmann
Cllr Jackie McCamon
Cllr Richard Marsh
Terence Flanagan (TF)
Cllr David Inglis
Sarah More
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Agenda ltem Activity Actions

Apologies Apologies were nobed from Sarah More (substituted by Charles Marchall).

Project Update  SMc advised that the finalised viewpaint list for the LYIA had been
circulated to CLG members and & appended to the minutes. A query was
raised at the previous meeting regarding using the 30 video model for the
L¥l&; however, SMc clarified that it would not be possible to use it for
assessment purpose in the LYIA does not meet the guidelines set by
MatureScot. It will remain available on the project website for public

viewing.

SMc explained that the Shennanton Wind Farm would not be included in
cumulative assessments submitted as part of the EIA as only operational ,
consented or in planning projects. Glenvernoch Wind Farm will be
included due to being at a similar stage to Blair Hill.

S advised that the RES are working towards an application submission
by the end of September, thought stressed that a specific date cannot be
committed to.

15 inguired about the submission process; SMc clarified that it would be
submitted to both the Energy Consents Unit {ECU) and the local planning
authority, with the validation period typically taking between 2-& weeks,
SMc adwised that sufficient period for representations will be given and
committed to updating the CLG on submission of the application when it
Is made.

JH inguired about the grid connection application status. No updates
were available and SMc stated that a grid offer s expected to be made in
October. IS cited the Carn na Saobhaidh Wind Farm example, highlighting
the contrast as a grid connection offer had already been secured there.
He explained that people should be able to understand the proposed
route given its potential impact. SMc highlighted that RES identify the
best time to submit an application based on each reghon. She noted that
the grid route would most likely follow existing overhead lines to
Glenles.
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Post Submission  DE provided an overview of the plans to hold information sessions

Drop-in Sessiont  following submission of the application. He explained that the format will
follow that of the exhibition, with details of the plans in their submitted
form provided, and copies of the ElA document available to read.

JH stressed the tmportance of holding an event in Wigtown. DE clarified
that this is the intention among the project team, following feedback on
the second round of exhibitions whereby a venue in Wigtown was
unavailable.

I5 questioned how long a period for representation would be afforded.
Sac clarified that it is typically four months, but there is potential for
this to be extended at the request of statutory consultees.

SMc asked where the most appropriate venue to make hardcopies of the
El& available for public wiewing. The CLG agreed on the suggestion of the
Mewton Stewart Library.

Séc highlighted that these events would be advertised in another
community newsletter to residents. This would also provide details/links
to the Cree Valley Community Council survey on the project.
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Gusest Speakers -
Socio Economics
and Towrssm

s

S€ delivered a presentation on the socio economic and tourtsm
assessment for Blair Hill wind farm. A copy of the presentation is
appended bto these minutes.

SC provided an ovenrew of towrism drivers, and the socio-economic
impacts assessed under Hational Planning Framework 4 (NPF4). He
explained how natural capital can enhance other forms of capital in the
region, such as human and financial capital. The economic impacts of the
Blair Hill Wind Farm project have been provisionally assessed for
Dumfries & Galloway (D&G) as a whole, with a projected gross value
added (GWA) of £11 million and a peak employment of &0- 70 jobs. Across
Scotland, the project is expected to generate a GVA of £32 million and
support 160-180 jobs.

5C emphasised that the impacts of wind farms on tourism and recreation
are generally more localised and depend on several factors, including the
visibility and audibility of the turbines and whether they disrupt popular
recreational paths. The assessment considers how environmental impacts
might affect wvisitor experiences and behaviour, analysing how sensitive
visitors might be to changes and how they might react to the presence of
wind farms.

The presentation highlighted that since 2015 in Mid Galloway and
Wigtown ‘West, there has been an improvement in the Accommodation
and Food services sectors in the region, which are key drivers of the Local
economy. Conversely, the education sector has experienced the largest
decline, attributed to a decrease in the number of school-aged children
and consequently, a reduction in teaching staff.

The specific impacts of the Blair Hill Wind Farm on tourism and
recreation are still under evaluation, as the Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment (LVIA) has not yet been completed. However, 5C noted that
visibility of the turbines does not necessarily result in detrimental
impacts on tourism.

15 ratzed concems about the figures given for the Arecleoch wind farm in
the BIGGAR Economics Report: Wind Farm and Tourism Trends in Scotland
{2021). He highlighted that a local student had produced a report
containing YWenn diagrams which had been submitted to a previous CLG
meeting. 5C acknowledged that there was an error in the Arecleoch
figuras given in the BAGGAR Economics Report. He said that the ONS data
for the postcode of the Local Authority Headquarters, Ayr, had been used
im error and thanked members for spotting the error. He explained that
the error would be rectified and an updated report would be issued,
although not in time for the Blair Hill application. JH confirmed with 5C
that the report had mot been peer reviewed and noted that this error
might hawe been spotted if it had. JH and 15 added that the ONS urges
caution in the use of potentially inaccurate data extrapolated from its
own estimated figures. SC clarified that as it was not academic research
piece, a peer review is not typically undertaken. JH raised his concern
that the error identified cast doubt on the validity of the Biggar report
and that there may be further errors in the report. JH asked that the ECU
be made aware of the error.
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5C confirmed that the conclusions of the BIGGAR report would not change
with the correct figures included and that the ECU would be made aware.
It would not change any conclusions of the assessment relating to Blair
Hill wind farm.

5 noted the socio-economic impact assessment, suggesting that a
different approach might be necessary for natural landscapes, in order to
capture the “social” and “lived experience™ of the land. Discussion
followed on the possibility of conducting a social impact assessment, but
SC and SMc clarified that whilst they agreed it may be a worthwhile
assessment it s currently not part of the accepted guidance for assessing
the impacts of onshore wind.

I5 and 5] gquestioned whether a socio-economic assessment that is
standalone from the ElA is as thorouwgh. 5C and Séc advised that including
the socio-economic assessments outside of the E1A delivers allow for
easier access, understanding and clarity. Traditional ElA formats are
better suited to purely emvironmental assessments, such as on peat or
ecology. Mational Planning Framework 4 has increased the foous on socio-
economic issues for renewable energy development and the stand alone
nature of the socio-economic assessment allows for a fuller assessment in
Line with this new policy.

CM guestioned the nature of BIGGAR's clients. 5C clarified that their
biggest contracts lie with the public sector or other public bodies
reporting to the Scottish Government, focussing on research for policy
evaluations and city or region deals.

There were inguirtes regarding the impact of wind farms on house prices.
SC cited research by the University of Edinburgh, which found no
significant effect on house prices unless properties are in close proximity
to the wind farm. 15 further questioned why wind farm companies often
provide compensation to nearby residents, to which SMc responded that
compensation typically relates to properties affected by nodse levels
exceeding set threshold. This is not proposed for Blair Hill Wind Farm.

5€ mentioned that the Landscape and Yisual mpact Assessment (LVIA) is
expected to be completed by the end of the week, with assessments to
be made by BIGGAR Economics thereafter.

CM asked if local population opindons are considered in the assessments.
SC stated that surveys of perception are not typically conducted because
there is often a difference between perception and actual experience of
change, and such surveys may not be representative of the data or
Commumity.

I5 emphasised the importance of choosing viewpoints that align with
where tourists frequently visit, suggesting that viewpoints should reflect
popular cycling, walking, and tourist routes. S¥v confirmed that the
viewpoint List includes a range of these routes and will also be part of the
cultural heritage considerations.

5J inquired about how planning officials would handle information
provided by groups critiquing data. SMc noted that Energy Consents Unit
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Date and Time of
Hext meeting
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would only consider such information if it is submitted as a formal
representation once the application is made. The CLG agreed to consider
including a formal representation in the application, outlining key points
that the group has wants RES should address.

JH asked whether the establishment of a Galloway Mational Park would
alter RES's approach to the Blair Hill Wind Farm project. SMc responded
that it would not, as the designation has not been confirmed yet.
MatureScot still needs to publish a report on the matter, and the Scottish
Government must release further guidance. Until these steps are
completed, the national park status would not be considered as a
material consideration.

The next meeting will be scheduled approximately two weeks after the RES
planned drop-in information sessions. Dates to be communicated by RES.

The meeting concluded at 9.15.
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Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment r

BiGGAR Economics Experience — Energy Transition

BiGGAR Economics is the leading economic development

consultancy in the UK for the energy transition &
o,
- >t .
- Assessed the impact of over 200 energy projects 'S .‘ﬂo; L
L]
— Leading the development of guidance for the v .-.", ~*
assessment of socio-economic impacts of onshore ® "?' L
wind o
I‘) e e ®
— Have worked on onshore wind since 2004 and the .
construction of Clyde Wind Farm o %es . o
Ll
— Have considered the impacts of projects prior to - R
construction and then evaluated these impacts post 5 e .
construction ¢ ‘e o »
. OB °
H
biggareconomics.co.uk © BiGGAR Economics 2

r. BiGGAR

Economics

Blair Hill Wind Farm:
Socio-economics Assessment

August 2024
Simon Cleary — Energy Transition Director

biggareconomics.co.uk © BIGGAR Economics
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Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment r

BiGGAR Economics Experience - Tourism

\/

Py NATIONAL @ . .~ Il:ldutionul lonad
S airbnb o Mem [RIITeS

ARDGOWAN

Edinburgh Airport

@ rhass COUL LINKS GOLF

‘ biggareconomics.co.uk © BiGGAR Economics 3

Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment

What are we doing
for Blair Hill Wind
Farm?

| biggareconomics.co.uk © BiGGAR Economics
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Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment

What does the policy say?

National Planning Framework 4 has increased the focus on
socio-economic issues for renewable energy developments

Policy 11c

— Development proposals will only be supported where they maximise net
economic impact, including local and community socio-economic benefits
such as employment, associated business and supply chain opportunities

Policy 25
— Development proposals which contribute to local or regional community

wealth building strategies and are consistent with local economic priorities
will be supported

biggareconomics.co.uk © BIGGAR Economics

Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment

What is Community Wealth Building?

F-

&

Community wealth building is an approach organisations and projects can take to maximise
their socio-economic benefits by building up the four capitals of surrounding communities

D B & 5

Natural Financial Social
Capital Capital Capital

| biggareconomics.co.uk © BiGGAR Economics

Human
Capital
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Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment r

How does this relate to onshore wind?

Onshore wind developments can utilise the Natural Capital of an area (wind) to build up
capitals in other areas

Financial
= Capital

\. « . Social

\ & Capital
+ . Human

O X = Capital

o * O Natural

@ A Capital

| biggareconomics.couk — © BIGGAR Economics 7

Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assess ment

What have we
found?

biggareconomics.couk — © BIGGAR Economics
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Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment r

Economic Impacts

Economic impacts have been quantified for Dumfries and Galloway and Scotland

Inputs Emerging Findings
— Economic impacts are determined by expenditure — The primary opportunity during the construction phase
- Distribution of contracts is estimated by considering will t?e in the construction sector and supporting
current capacity in relevant sectors and previous D&G services
experience; - In D&G construction is estimated to support:
— Opportunities for growth = £11m Gross Value Added; and

- Peak employment of 60 — 70 jobs

— Across Scotland, the construction will support:
— £32m Gross Value Added; and
- Peak employment of 160 — 180 jobs.

| biggareconomics.co.uk © BiIGGAR Economics 9

Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment r

Tourism and Recreation Impacts Approach

Tourism and Recreation impacts are focused more locally, determined by where other
environmental impacts are experienced

How sensitive How do we
environmental will visitors to anticipate
impacts going impacted visitors will

to be receptors be to react to these
What are the experienced? these changes? environmental
factors LVIA, Traffic factors
contributing to Noise etc

this? ’

Where are the

How well is the
local tourism
economy
performing?

What are the
current drivers
of tourism in
the area?

Performance
Sensitivity
Impacts

Environmental Impacts

| biggareconomics.co.uk © BiGGAR Economics 10
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Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment r

Change in Employment
Total change in employment by Sector since 2015 in Mid Galloway and Wigtown West

Accommodation and food service activities

Agriculture, forestry and fishing

Real estate activities

Administrative and support service activities

Professional, scientific and technical activities

‘Water supply: sewerage, waste management and remediation activities
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply

Construction

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles
Information and communication

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Activities of as
producing activities of households for own use

Activities of extraterritorial organisations and bodies
Mining and quarrying
Financial and insurance activities

goods-and services-

Public and defence; y social security

Other service activities

Transportation and storage

Human health and social work activities
Manufacturing

Education

Total

biggareconomics.co.uk © BIGGAR Economics

Blair Hill Wind Farm: Socio-economic Assessment

1

o

Tourism and Recreation Impacts Next Steps

The tourism and recreation impact assessment is ongoing

Impacts considered

— Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment has not
been completed yet, so unable to assess specifics;

— However likely turbines will be visible from tourism
and recreation receptors across the region;

- Visibility of turbines does not necessarily mean
detrimental impacts on tourism

— Awaiting LVIA findings before reaching conclusions,
particularly on more sensitive receptors such as
Galloway Dark Skies

biggareconomics.co.uk © BIGGAR Economics
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Enhancement

— What are the sensitivities and opportunities in the
local tourism sector that could be supported by Blair
Hill Wind Farm?

- Examples of capacity building

- Enhancing the human and financial capital in the
tourism sector using Community Benefit Funding

- Maximising Impact of Worker Accommodation
Income

— Enhancing the visibility of and recreational enjoyment
of on-site heritage assets as part of the core project
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1 Landscape and Visual

1.1 Introduction

Following the receipt of scoping responses from consultees in relation to the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm,
including additional comments received from D&G dated 2 February 2024, the proposed LVIA viewpoints set
out in the scoping report have been reviewed and a finalised list prepared.

Updated ITV studies based on an updated scheme layout have been used to review suggested viewpoint
locations for use in the LVIA. Consideration has been given to D&Gs 2020 Supplementary Guidance ‘Part 1
Wind Energy Development: Development Management Considerations Appendix “C" D&G Wind Farm
Landscape Capacity Study’ and South Ayrshire’s 2018 ‘Landscape Wind Capacity Study’ which identify key
viewpoints and landmark hills within the study area. Consideration has also been given to viewpoints
identified within the recent Arecleoch Variation (ECU ref: ECUO0001864) and South Kyle 1l (ECU ref:
ECU00003429) applications, alongside the Artfield Forest application (ECU ref: ECU00003245), for potential
cumulative effects.

It is proposed that the 26 locations set out below are included as viewpoints in the LVIA. The locations, which
are illustrated on the revised ZTV, included with this document, represent visual receptors, character types
and designative/sensitive landscapes at a range of distances and directions from the Site. These
representative viewpoints will be used as "samples’ on which to base judgements of the scale of effects on
visual receptors and represent a wide range of receptors - including not only those actually at the viewpoint,
but also those nearby, at a similar distance and/or direction. It is anticipated that some viewpoints may be
subject to localised micrositing when investigated on site, as well as alternative suggested locations being
reviewed to ensure that worst case scenarios are selected. Where this is relevant comment is made within
the table below.

Locations that have been selected for heritage visualisations are also shown on the updated ZTVs for
information.

s

power for good

Proposed LVIA Viewpoints

Viewpoint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction from be prepared
closest proposed
turbine

WP1: Drumwhirn Cairn, Moor 2.6 km, south-west  Represents users of the RSPB moorland and users of NCR7 along to  Photormontage
of Barclye minor road to the south-west of the Site.
(239370, 568878) Within RSA and LLA.

Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.

Viewpoints discounted - alternative location at Mill Hill within

Moor of Barclye to allow heritage asset to be covered by

viewpoint.
WP2: Corsbie Road, Newton 4.5 km, south west  Represents the experience of visitors and residents along the Photomontage
Stewart northern edge of Newton Stewart. Night-time
(240445, 565633) On edge of RSA and LLA. photomontage

Close to viewpoint requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
Viewpoints discounted - viewpoint closer to Douglas Ewart High
School/ The Merrick Leisure Centre as foreground buildings would
largely obscure proposed turbines.
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Viewpoint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction from be prepared
closest proposed
turbine

VP3: Cycleway adjacentto 6.4 km, south Represents users of the A75, visitors and residents on the outskirts Photomontage

AT14 south of Newton of Newton Stewart and users of NCR73 which passes below the

Stewart AT5.

(241883, 563672) Within RSA and LLA.

Viewpoints discounted - A75 south of Newton Stewart as views
from the bridge over the River Cree would be relatively restricted
by riverside vegetation, and further south on the A714 near
Causeway End as suggested by D&G as roadside vegetation would
frequently obscure views towards the Proposed Development in
this vicinity and safe stopping places to undertake photography

were not readily available.

VP4: Glenvernoch Fell / Hill 8.7 km, west Represents recreational users of the Southern Upland Way around ~ Photomontage
of Ochiltree Glenverloch Fell.

(232711, 574115) Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.

VP5: NCR7 on Minor Road 8.2 km, north-west  Represents visitors and residents of Glentrool Village, users of Wireline
North of Glentrool Village NCR7 and recreational users of Glentrool Forest.

(236126, 579128) On edge of RSA and LLA. Within Galloway Forest Park boundary.

Viewpoints discounted - locations closer to the Glentrool visitor
centre as views towards the proposed development were largely
obscured by trees.

s

Viewpoint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction from be prepared
closest proposed
turbine

WP6: Cairnsmore of Fleet 8.6 km, east Represents users of the recreational landscape to the east. Photomontage

(250121, 567049) Endorsed by Mountaineering Scotland.

Within RSA and LLA.
Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
VP7: Merrick 11.3 km, north Represents recreational users of the landscape to the north, Photomontage
(242760, 585539) including the Dark Sky Park. Consideration has been given to views
from the approach via Benyellary, but the view from Merrick
represents the worse case scenario.
Within RSA, LLA, Wild Land Area and Dark Sky Park Core Area.
Within Galloway Forest Park boundary.
Endorsed by Mountaineering Scotland.
Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
Viewpoints discounted - Benyellary summit as visibility would be
less than the already limited visibility from the summit of Merrick.

VP8: A75 near Creetown 13.1 km, south Represents users of the A75 travelling towards the Proposed Photomontage
(247182, 558175) Development and visitors and residents on the outskirts of Night-time
Creetown. photomontage

Within RSA and LLA.

Viewpoints discounted - layby at Point Fishery as suggested by D&G
and Cree Valley Community Council as foreground vegetation
would largely obscure views towards the Proposed Development.
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Viewpoint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction from be prepared
closest proposed
turbine

VP9: Kirkcowan 12.7 km, south- Represents visitors and residents of Kirkcowan and users of the Photomontage

(233244, 560488) west neighbouring minor roads. Night-time

Close to viewpoint requested by Cree Valley Community Council. photomontage
Viewpoints discounted - location near church in Kirkcowan as the

Proposed Development would be partially obscured by built

development in the village.

VP10: NCR73 on Minor Road  14.0 km, south Represents visitors and residents on the outskirts of Wigtown and Photomontage

Morth of Wigtown users of NCR73. Might-time

(243498, 556203) ‘Within RSA and LLA. photomontage

Viewpoints discounted - Martyr’s as only a cf lled
view that isn’t representative of the surrounding views is possible;
near the bird hide at Wigtown Harbour as views from a single side
of the hide are not representative of surrounding views; Kirkland
Hill/Lover's Walk, as only single location along Lover's walk with
potential views of the Proposed Development; and the A714/B7005
Junction north of Wigtown as although there would be views of the
Proposed Development, visual receptors would be less sensitive
than those at the chosen location.
VP11: Benniguinea Lookout  14.1 km, east Represents users of the recreational landscape to the east. Wireline
(256619, 575944) Within RSA, LLA and Dark Sky Park. Within Galloway Forest Park
boundary.
Endorsed by Mountaineering Scotland.
5
Viewpoint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction from be prepared
closest proposed
turbine
VP12: Mochrum Lochs LLA, 19.2 km, south- Represents the LLA and users of the minor roads to the south-west  Wireline
Moor of Drumwall west around Gargrie Moor.
(230701, 554249) Within RSA and LLA.
Viewpoints discounted - core path to the north but access through
Craigeach was not possible.
WP13: Minor Road near 20.5 km, north- Represents visibility to the north-west from areas around Barhill. Wireline
Barhill Station west On edge of LLA.
(222672, 581317) Close to viewpoint requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
Viewpoints discounted - Barhill Station as visibility from the station
or the platforms would be very restricted.
VP14: Southern Upland Way  20.6 km, west Represents recreational users of the Southern Upland Way to the Wireline
near Artfield Fell west,
(221186, 568010) Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
WP15: A76 North of 29.1 km, south Represents users of the A76 and residents and visitors to Whithorn, Wireline
Whithorn south of the Site.
(244468, 541031) Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
VP16: Byne Hill 31.9 km, north- Represents users of the recreational landscapes to the north-west  Wireline
(217864, 594554) west near Girvan.
Within LLA.
Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.
WP17: A712 east of Corsock  36.2 km, east Represents users of the A712 to the east. Wireline

(278887, 573612)
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Viewpoint Distance and View / receptors represented Type of visualisation to
direction from be prepared
closest proposed
turbine

VP18: Southern Upland Way  37.5 km, south- Represents recreational users of the Southern Upland Way, Wireline

near Stranraer west recreational landscapes and miner roads near Stranraer.

(205814, 558888) Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.

VP19: Sandhead 37.8 km, south- Represents residents and visitors of Sandhead, users of the beach ‘Wireline

(209777, 549724) west and other recreational landscapes.

Reguested by Cree Valley Community Council.
VP20: Monigaff Parish 3.5km, south west  Represents the experience of visitors and residents along the Photomontage

Church
(241019, 566638)

northern edge of Minnigaff.
Within RSA and LLA.
Requested by Cree Valley Community Council.

VP21: Lamachan Hill
(243510, 577015)

3.0km, north east

Represents users of the recreational landscape to the north east.
Located slightly off the summit in area of greater visibility.
Within RSA, LLA and Dark Sky Park Core Area. Within Galloway
Forest Park boundary.

Proposed by Mountaineering Scotland.

Wireframe only (no
photography)

VP1Z: Millfore
(247803, 575448)

5.4km, north east

Represents users of the recreational landscape to the north east.
Within RSA, LLA and Dark Sky Park Core Area. Within Galloway
Forest Park boundary.

Proposed by Mountaineering Scotland.

Wireframe only (no
photography)

Viewpaint

Distance
direction from
closest proposed
turbine

and View / receptors represented

s

Type of visualisation to
be prepared

VP23: Meikle Millyea

12.3km, north east

Represents users of the recreational landscape to the north east.

Wireframe only (no

(251536, 582539) Laocated slightly off the summit in area of greater visibility. photography)
Within RSA, LLA and Dark Sky Park. Within Galloway Forest Park
boundary.
Replacement for viewpoint proposed by Mountaineering Scotland
at Corserine as revised layout has resulted in almost no visibility
from Corserine.
VP24: Innerwell Fishery 21.7km, south Represents users of core path and minor roads north of Garlistan. Wireline
approach Within RSA and LLA.
(247607, 549209) Requested by D&G.
VP25: Penninghame Estate  4.3km, west Represents visitors to recreational space to the east and local Photomontage
pond, Castle Stewart design landscape.
(237471, 569247) Requested by D&G.
WP26: Challoch Church 4,0km, south Represents visitors to church and road users. Photomontage

(238565, 569247)

Requested by D&G.
Replacement for viewpoint at Knockman Woods where visibility
would be very limited.
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Proposed Heritage Viewpoints

Viewpoint Location Distance and direction from Type of visualisation to be
closest proposed turbine prepared
VP H1: The Thieves, Standing 240439, 571598 1.2km, west Photomontage
Stones (SM1044)
VP HZ: Drumfern, Cairn (SM1019) 239965, 570984 1.6km, west Photomontage
VP H3: Mappers Cottage, Cairn 240852, 571351 700m, west Photomontage
(SM5676)
VP H4: Dalvaird, Cairn (SM1015) 240758, 572991 600m, north west Photomontage
VP H5: Drannandow, Farmhouse 238858, 570193 2.8km, west Photormontage
(LB17056)
VP Hé: Garlies Castle (SM7916) 242157, 569120 1km, south Photomontage from approach to
the Castle.
VP H8: Drumwhirn, Cairm 239352, 568852 2.6km, south west Photomontage as also LVIA
(SM1021) viewpoint
VP H9: Cordorcan, Cairn (SM10385 239621, 572433 1.6km, west Photomontage
VP H11: White Cairn (SM1048), 234234, 579093 9.5km, north west Wirelines
White Cairn (SM1049)
VP H12: Deil’s Dike (SM1966) 232589, 573924 8.7km, north west Wirelines
VP H13: Cairmsmore of Fleet, 250121, 567049 8.6kn, south east Photomontage
Caim (SM2316)

es
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1.1.1 Visualisations

Visualisations will be prepared in accordance with MatureScot's “Visualisation of Wind Farms Best Practice’.
Wirelines and photomontage visualisations will be used to aid the assessment. These will be generated from
a 3-dimensional (3D) model of the proposed wind turbines, site and surrounding topography, using key
landmarks and compass bearings to match the modelled views to the photographs.

Photographs, wirelines and photomontages will be shown on figures supporting the LVIA. It is anticipated that
a baseline panorama and wireline (including cumulative schemes) and a wireline of the Proposed
Development will be provided for all suggested viewpoints, unless indicated otherwise above. Photomontages
will be prepared for all viewpoints within 5 km of the Proposed Development, and a selection of the more
distant viewpoints, which includes most viewpoints within15 km. Night-time photomontages will be prepared
to support the night-time assessment, utilising a selection of the daytime viewpoints as indicated above.
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Blair Hill Wind Farm April 2024

Welcoma to our latast rawsketter for Blair HIllWind Farm, a proposed crehors wind desslopmant, the rearsst turbire of
which would ba located approsimataly 4.5km north of the centra of Mewton Stewart, Dumiries and Gallloway.
Project update

Slrica oar first public ashibitions In Octabar 2023 whan wa prasanted a pralimirary deslgn for tha propassd Blair Hill wind
1] Famn, wa hava undertakan furthar astersiva stte sunay work to bulld our undastanding oftha 9ta. The findings from this, &
togetharwith the commants recatvad from the community and staksbeldars, has rasulted In an updatad design.

See how our plans have evalved

Raductan in turbing numbars
Aftar carsful consideration of she characterkstics and
community input wse have emiesed seven turblnes from

Ganarating ckar, graan slactriciby
for the equivalant of approdmately
123000 homes" annually.

tha schemia

Previding a community barmfit packaga
Tip haight reduction squivalent bo £5,000 par WW allgned
&ddressing concarns related tovssal Impact, we have with tha local communities® priorttas.
lewared tha Hp hisight of two turbines.
Ravised sita layout Pradictad to dalvararound £4.1 million
& a rasultof our site analysis and consultation feedback, Irevard Inssstment intha form of jobs,
wi haws revisad tha propnssd trbing locations to smploymant and the uza of local serdoes.
milnimisa ary Impact on historcally signficart lardmarks,
raduce visbillty from ket vlewpsa it liks the Barnck and Ing an estimatad 8.5 millinm trnes
o awnid disturbing sansitiva paat hahitats. wwar tha lifetime of the project.
Pralimirary Plars for Heritags Trall

Waara currently aploring the poteritial ta dallver a
heritaga trall within tha gta. This trill could offer aunique

opportunity to sxplors and unlock te arsa's outural and . o the s EES ora i r il gty
facree ol 8. 1K) andd i 1

riztural hartags. i 1:{ e el

Pralimirary Flars for Blodiverstty Enhancamsnt 1188 I IO

Waana currertly developing plare to arbancs blodharsty "FES 1188 DGZM) “mircr Bt 14 o

entha ste, Includingmeasuras such as peatland ey 2007 Tubkn 14 P — Digesi ol LK rargy Sl ey

rastoration, native broadleaf planting and bradken contrel 1mppla. Cart :

i
::dml:'meiilﬁlnpﬂwwhwﬂm o caean

far grasdard restoration
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Public Exhibitions

We will be presenting the updated design for the wind
farm at our second set of public exhibitions. These events
will provide more detailed information on the project,
including how we have taken on board constructive
feedback from the local community to help shape our
designs and proposals. As part of the consultation
maaterials available at the exhibition, there will be

a comprehensive report summarising the feedback
gathered from the first consultation and illustrating how
this feedback has fed into the iterative design process.

Members of the project team, including a number of
technical consultants, will be on hand to discuss the
project and answer any questions the local community
miay hawve. Comment forms will be available to complete
and submit at the public exhibitions.

The informiation presented, including the opportunity

to submit feedback will also be available to view on the
website blairhill-windfarm.co.uk from Tuesday 21st May.
Hard copies of comment forms can be sent by post to RES,
Third Floor, STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1P(Q.

Community Engagement
Community Liaison Group

At RES, we are committed to open communication and
collaboration with the local community and stakeholders
throughout the project’s lifespan.

In January 2024, we established a Community Liaison
Group (CLG) as a dedicated platform for open dialogue
and information exchange as well as to create an effective
channel of communication between RES, the local
community and stakeholders. Membership of the CLG
comprises of locally elected representatives, community
groups, and other key stakeholders.

We have held three CLG mestings, to date, and the
meetings have provided valuable forums for discussion,
where various topics have been explored in depth,
including the potential impacts on traffic & transportation
a5 well as the grid connection for the project.

Dwring our April meeting, we had the pleasure of hosting
our Lead Hentage Consultant from SLR Consulting, who
delivered a short presentation focussing on the key
cultural heritage considerations at the site, and their
influence on the project’s development. We're looking
forward to having more guest speakers join us in the
future to share their insights and expertise.

Minutes and presentation slides from the CLG meetings
are available at

blairhill-windfarm.co.uk/community-liaison-group/

For more information:

blairhilLwindfarmig@res-group.com | blairhill-windfarm.coiuk

Tuesday 21st May, 3pm to Spm
McMillan Hall, Dashwood Square,
Newton Stewart DG8 6EQ

Wednesday 22nd May, 3pm to Spm
St Couans Hall,
4 Main Street Kirkcowan D68 OHG

Please submit feedback on the updated design by
Friday Tth June 2024.

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time
are not representations to the determining authority
[Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit). There
will be an oppartunity to submit representations to the
determining authority should an application be made.

Inspiring the Next Generation

In February, representatives from RES visited Minnigaff
Primary School in Newton Stewart to deliver a
presentation to the Primary 1-5 pupils on the topic
“pecplewho help us”. Within our presentation we
highlighted the importance of renewable energy and its
positive impact on local communities.

The children were engaged and enthusiastic throughout
the presentation, eagerly participating in discussions
about renewable energy and its benefits. In addition to
learning about the various forms of renewable enargy,
the pupils gained a deeper understanding of how the
technology works and its importance for the environment
and future generations. They also learned abouwt the role
of professicnals in the renewable energy sectors, inspiring
them to consider careers in the field!

‘We're thankful to Minnigaff school for the opportunity

to empower the next generation by promoting
envirenmental awareness and education.

About RES

As a British family-cwned firm, RES has a proud history in
Scotland where we have developed and/or built 22 wind
farms to date, with a total generation capacity of c GE0MW.
RES is committed to improving everyday life and long-
term futures. We are driven by our vision to create a future
where everyone has access to affordable zero-carbon
energy. Visit www.res-group.com to find out more.

es
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7.2 Social Media Graphic
Sent to Cree Valley
Community Council to
Advertise Consultation

Blair Hill Wind Farm S
Public Exhibitions

RES will be presenting the updated design for the proposed Blair Hill Wind
Farm, the nearest turbine of which would be located approximately 4.5km
north of the centre of Newton Stewart, Dumfries and Galloway.

Tuesday 21st May Wednesday 22nd May
3pm - 8pm 3pm - 8pm

McMillan Hall, Dashwood Square, St Couans Hall, 4 Main Street
Newton Stewart DG8 6EQ Kirkcowan DG8 OHG

The public exhibitions initiate a consultation period run by RES
to gather comments on the proposal.

Please submit feedback on the updated design by

Please note that comments submitted to RES at this time are not representations to
the determining authority (Scottish Government's Energy Consents Unit). There will
be an opportunity to submit representations to the determining authority should an
application be made.
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Blair Hill Wind Farm
Public Exhibitions

Since our first public exhibitions in October 2023 when we presented a
preliminary design for the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm, we have undertaken
further extensive site survey work to build our understanding of the site. The
findings from this, topether with the comments received from the community
and stakehalders, has resulted in an updated design for the wind farm.

We will be presenting the updated design for the wind farm at our second set

of public exhibitions. These events will provide more detailed information on
the project, including how we have taken on board constructive feedback from
the local community to help shape our designs and proposals, As part of the
consultation materials available at the exhibition, there will be a comprehensive
report summarising the feedback gathered from the first consultation and
illustrating how this feed back has fed into the iterative design process.

Members of the project team, including a nember of technical consultants

will be on hand to discuss the project and answer any guestions the local
community may have. Comment forms will be available to complete and submit
at the public exhibitions

Tuesday 21st May
Spm - Bpm

‘Wednesday Z2nd Nay
Jpm - Bpm
St Couans Hall, & Main Streat
Kirkcorwan D63 DHG

McMillan Hall, Dashwaod Square,
Newton Stewart D& BED

The information presented, including the opportunity to submit feedback will
also be available to view on the website blairhill=-windfarm.co.uk from Tuesday
215t May. Hard copies of comment forms can be sent by post to RES, Third Floor,
STV, Pacific Quay, Glasgow, G51 1PQ.

Please submit feedback on the updated design by Friday Tth June 2024,

Please nete that comments submittied te RES 3t thas time ane nat reprosentatesns te the
determining suthority [Seotlish Government's Enengy Comsents Uinit), There will be sn apporiunity
to submit negresentations to the detesmining authority sheald an application be made.

es
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For more information on the project
please visit blairhill-windfarm.co,uk

Advertisement (May 2024)
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7.4 May 2024 Exhibition
Boards

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM res BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
Bt PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN il PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Welcome to our Exhibition About RES

Welcome to the second public exhibition for the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm, the nearest turbine of which Is approximately

- L) ,solar, biomass, hydro, green hydragen,

1. Whilst the layout desigr this event distribution.
p ko RES, If you wish, vour for over 40 years, more than 24GW of
potential tive. alarge cllent base.
h the core of our T

matetal y 5 The 24GW of gy and/or constructed

offsats more than 21 million tannes of carbon every year.
over
desigRprue=s RES In Scotland
o y ‘out of Sir Robert Mcalpine, a British family-owned

firm with over 140 years of ction and
the Emirates Arena and Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome In Glasgow.

Tom our 1093. We have
developed and/or bullt 22 wind with C. per S50MW
of Farm near Langhelm. We were also Involved In the 11-turbine
Glenchamber wind Farm near New Luce, . Our work with u
the wind farm,

45 local people.

Onshore wind projects in Scotland
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MRS BLAIR HILL WIND FARM res BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
povwer forgood PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN powerfor good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Onshore Wind About The Project
h Net Zaro by predicts elactricity will at least In August 2023, onsents Unit (ECU) which sought
g Igr wind turbines and an energy storage proposal. In October 2023, we
Scotland by held public exhibition in ign
2030, Hillwind kon
benefts, h employs which ted. 2022 public exhibitions from 22 to
people:,. 15 turbines.
of the Blair
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2023, y this work, together
witn
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atip height of 250mjand revised This will
avoi cesgn t0
propo: yout of the project

Low-cost elactricity

arethe el .
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Dpdated Design Layout and Infrastructure

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

wind turbines
since b the number of wind turbines has been
reduced from 22 to 15. Two turbines have a tip height of 210m and 13 are 250m.
Furtharmore, Incation has moved o
possible. The total Installed 1a5MW to
reduction in wind

Tracks

wherever cctlons of new m has possible,

er

g deeper pest.
for different areas of the site, depending on sitespectiic conditions. For each method, the access track unning width shall be

onsite substation
The include an needsto be
converted |m'.03m!u rvoltags onto
Into arrays, transport s pon it is

converted igher valtage of 132KV, Ithen transported via a g (a1226v
wood forthe Blair willwind
Gridconnection

from the grid (o), In Power National Grid
ESO (NGES0). We axpect the projectto be connected although

this will beconfirmed by the TO Inthe coming months.

Toenable Blalr Hill Wind m

wood pole line. The grid

2 TO, however

by th
‘oot e of e g connectionfor theproctwil o be.n neluded i the Project escrpton chapter of e by
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Environmental Considerations

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report will be submitted as part of the projects Section 36

application. This will report the fil
account when det

Over the last two years, RES has undertaken a wide
range of technical and environmental surveys on the

dings of a comprehensive EIA which Scottish Ministers will take into
ing whether or not to grant consent.

boundary that are prehistoric in date and form part of a
wider prehistoric landscape along the Cree Valley. The
lay: i

site, Including: in resp
+Acoustics '“’g‘ o hase d dasset
+Archaeslogy and Cultural Heritage asfaraspessiole.
+Hydrology and Peat Ecology
+Land: d Visual
ormithelogy ond Eoslogy the ite for habitats, protected species and fish. The.

z . of areas
+Traffic and Transport of commercial conifer plantation and a mosaic of common
«Landscape and Visual upland vegetation types which are grazed by livestock,

including areas of acid and marshy grasslands, bracken,
our wet heath and bog, The pmmmd ‘species surveys.
assessment work to inform the desig and  indicate e of otter, badger, bats, reptiles and
ine | h: the desig pcﬂ.enuallypmemanenat_urm close proximity to, the
lude the reduction in turbi Jto1s, site. ofthe suitable
f jines, ‘of watercour: brown
each wind turbine location to varying degrees to refine the trout, with one watercourse downstraam having low
design P posable bars of Alantic salmon. The design of the wind farm
o g 5";;‘“ e e Full d results will b
en prepars! rescot guidance and help to give
an impression of what the proposal could look like from i Report The resuts “L":”""‘“'y“"" “““’“"“""”‘

different viewpaints surrounding the site.
We are looking to achieve a design that strikes an

Management Plan.

acceptable ability of the proposal

:.mmmknf

Extensive omithological surveys have been undertaken

Ultimately, th

design will be assessed by the Scottish Ministers in relatmn pisd n,mngwm,; st s

to current energy
i wellas

showed limited

feedback
representations by members of the community and wider
public.

Cultural Herltage

breeding in relatively low numbers. Barn owl wer
identified to be nesting at one location within |I|e site and
ingata second. Black

Our cultural hers leted dentiied survey
. includ area at

walkover, 3

andan ‘with Historic

Scotland (HES).
There are several designated assets within the site
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bbuffers on known breeding sites for barn owl and lek sites
for il be ps inthe
ElAReport.
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Constraints Map

the updated design of the wind farm.

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

e-specific constraints and buffers, as shown in the plan below, have also been used to inform

s
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Acoustics

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Shadow flicker

wind turhmgs and the final design of the wind farm will

where, under certain
circumstances of gaographical position and time of day,

take ful he sun may turbine and
are standard ies. When the
cumrent assessm tice a uadmmme the shadow flicks on and off.

i gulatory , can be predicted, modelled and mitigated
Council, the ish UK Institute of The Blair Hill Wind Farm
Acoustics. proposal s being designed to minimise any potential

" " for shadow flicker. Where shadow flicker is predictad,
L Coundil, we i turbinesata
Yy at a number of particular time of day or in certain weather conditions. This
thesite. The results fmm lE‘S survey will be analysed by snagow fiicker modelling work and potential mitigation
our d wi i R ete

Ilmitshrlheupemﬁm of the wind farm. These will be
‘agreed with the Council and the wind farm will be required
to comply with these as a condition of planning consent.

The acoustic impact of the wind farm will d

mitigation measures would also be In included in the
conditions of any planning consent.

Hydrology and private water supply

Surveysof

the output of th
acoustic maptaroﬂﬂe extensive EIA Report which will
accompany the planning application.

sensitive water features are located. The updated layout
design will avoid such areas.

canstruction,

The acoustic chapter of the EIAR will RES Api
o -

is being carried out
for inclusion in the EIA Report. In accordance with SEPA 4

acoustic impactof the wind farm

, physical measures or additional protection
would beln putin place where appropriate to minimise the
risk to water quality.

Peat
Peat

peat rossthesite.
that peat depth varied greatly, butin general indicated
peat of less than 0.5m with some pockets of deeper peat.

Thesdl i
areas of deep peat to avoid the sensitive habitats whichiit
supports.

itps:/www.5pa.org Uk regulations/water
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res BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
power for good PROPDSAL = UPDATED DESIGN

A Power for Good - Environmental Benefits

At RES, we are committed to leaving the natural environment in the areas where we operate in a
better state that we found them.

Blodiversity enhancement
Targeted bracken control s an Important measure to protect
Management to remove or control
o 120 SNl &hahcemETs 12 e Wi 7 rackan 1 far sl o 31 73 species
respect to peat,
bt i thasscion 30 applcation, and an cutine
of the Inltial propasals IsIncluded below. Further proposals bracken the
I theEIA siteand in cover for Insects and pollinators.
Report.
Carbon offset
ieaved woadiand cre: ifconsented, the Blair il wind Farm will go beyond supplying
Native wosdlands are.an \mwmm partof Scotland’s clean, low-ccst decrcty fo thousands of ousahods. ! coud
natural providin tonnes of c025 over the

aron mmtal socal andecncmicbencls. Thesie cutnty projectfespan compared o qualent genertonfom o

msnur(e\sdnmlnated oy commercia onift plantation. e
Wwoodiand cover  The ELa Report will valuate the effects of th proposed Blair

Serossthasie. HHI Wind Farm on climate change and carbon balanceand
Peatland Restoration muloysme Scottish Government's Carbon Calculator Tools,
mathod to date to undartake this
“This work the quality d the Scottish
of Government,

i
exposed peat which release carbon I left untreated.

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
powerfor good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Tourism and Socio-economics

A socio ic, tourism and ion impact of Blair Hill Wind Farm
will be submitted as part of the planning application.
Tourtsm
Allresearch don Scotland.
However, regard to whether the Blair Hill project will have
anyeffect on tourism behaviour and the tourism economy.

will consider 15 that tourlsm following 2 focused approach on
sﬂeds related to the UNESCO he ssets
The BIGGAR Econemics report: Wind Farms and Tourlsm Trends In 1, found that Ity of wind farms
had tourtsm had Increased by more than 20%. it

atthe level of o

found
local authortties nor In the kocality of wind farm sites
supporting Local Businesses

Some ofthe mostdiect and meaningfulbenefts nm o be delivered froma ije(l Uhﬂ thisare obs and employment for local
servi amount

nv oars mestment it thoarga.

g reasonably local contractors are used In all aspects of wind farm
development. In arder to maximi the Blalr Hill Wind Farm propo: to bulld our
the area.
The Blair Hill wind to deliver 1 the area In the form
of Jobs, empioyment, and use of construction and first pe

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
power for good PROPDSAL 5. UPDATED DESIGN

Landscape and Visual Impact

To help identify which landscape and visual resources may be affected by the proposed wind farm, a
computer-modelled zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) plan has been produced. as shown below.

This illustrates the maximum theoretical area of visibility of the proposed wind farm based on topagraphy.

Aseries of photomontages are avallable on view at today's consultation, providing projected
ints from 7 different ive locations for the updated design of 15 turbines.
In addition, we have created a 30 model video which is on display here today which shaws what the
wind farm could look like from a number of extra viewpoints, in addition to those to be included in the
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.
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power for good PROPDSAL = UPDATED DESlGN

Traffic and Transport

The delivery route, as shown on the plan below, for turbine components is expected to be via the M74
to Carlisle where they will take the A75 before taking the A712 to the site access. We are proposing the
construction of @ new watercourse crossing near the existing bridge at Auchenleck as it is unsuitable
for abnormal loads. Our aim is for this to be a temporary feature. This route avoids Newton Stewart.

Atransport assessment will consider the Impacts of Increased traffic volumes expected on local roads during construction and
how to minimise this Impact. Likely a‘wearand Tear ith &G Council to ensure the roads are
retumed to the same condition they were In before construction, and the production of a Construction Trafflc Management Flan
to be agreed by D& Councll.

Allroad works required to ensure lent access for thet: inthe
ElA Raport.

Wherever reasonably practicable we will use materials locally

help reduce traffic movements. The A712 has been assessed assultable to transport abnormal loads to the site, with some
minor modifications asthe temporary fencing in

es
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BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
povir forgood PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

A Power for Good - Community benefits

Community Benefit
The Blalr Hill Wind Farm, It will deliver a tallored benefits package, worth
£5,000 per MW (or equivalent) of Installed capacity per annum, that Is aligned with the priorities of
the local community.

We thank members of the local groups who have provided feedback
and Ideas for local benefits and priority projects that you would like to see supported or delivered
In the community from the wind farm, should It recelve consent.

These kleas Includ
~Support for qualfied exra curmiculum clubs at local schools

+Support far communityfacllitles
~Electricity discounts

Wi peopl Y b thelr , as well as any other Ideas and
Local Electricity Discount Schemea
Description automatically generatedour uniqua Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS)
participating wind farms.
W

LEDS offers an annual discount to the elactricity bills of those properties closestto a

Local farm. that you

Electrici package at Blair Hil, your witten

partafa
Discoun’ feedback to RES.
B scheme v ownership

exploring the potential the wind farm. if that
nterests you, please put this In your comments form.
Local Energy Scotlad Is Rencwable Energy
scheme (CARES). To find out more about the st hip/.

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
powar o good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Next Steps
Timetine
tto submit the Section Summer 2024, Once the Section 36 planning application has
the public, as well can submitthelr “The
d
course.
wentznd ber hed
questions they may have.
1fyou would ke to be ket up to date wth th | et steps, please il In a comment form with
your detallsor speak to ane of the project team
Further Information
it or please contact usat:

hitps:/laiil-windfarm.co.uk
Blalr HIll Wind Fnm Taam, RES, Third Floor - STV, Pacifc Quay, Glasgow, GS1 1PQ
blalfhilLwindfarm @res-group.com.
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A Power for Good - Cultural Heritage & Recreation Enhancement

within,or directly o, the site Drmfer d stone circle,
Nappers Cottage Caim (sM5576), The Thicw 1044),
(SMT316). The site also contalns a number of non-des gnated In date.
The sita has been in , withthe forfunerary and
the post. In nature.
Herttage Tralls
The land within the site boasts a however due to the site at
prasantit Is th the publl
o foreveryone,
an't. footpaths

herttage trall throughout the site.

Digital models of becreated 1 of the assets by peop! o
cometo site. Theassets could be recorded by lacal community archaeology groups or students, In order to provide raining in
the recording of hertiage assets.

Gnce operational, the win farm tracks will
opportunities o promote recreational access to thesite for other feedback on
this.

Parts o the stte are used for fanming operations, and It s crucialthat our plans do not Impact currert land users, and so
respansible access will be promted throughout the i

www blairhill-windfarm.co.uk

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
power for good PRuPDSAL = UPDATED DESIGN

Keeping the community informed

Consultation
feadback from our first how we'vetaken on

baard to help shape our designs and proposals.
As part of pariod we are for you to give faedbac
design. Please provide feedback by Friday 7th June2024,

toReswillba 3y the projact team over the comingweaks as we continue o a final
project design.

toRES at: to Ity (Scottish
mment ‘Therewill be an oppartunity to submit
should an application be made.
PAC Report
APre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report submission. The raport;
ity that has been the project and consuiltation feedback recelved.
Tha PAC will document the entira consultation process. It will showcasa RES' with
in ralsed andthec throughout lon process.
Community Lialson Group (CLG)
A RES, withthe local throughourtthe
project's lfetime.
in X community U 16) platform foropen dialogue and information
ge as to create of batween REs, the local communtty and stakholders.
the CL Iocally elected ty groups, and other

Wi have held thraa CLG maatings, to date, and the mastings have provided valuable forums for discussion, wheravarlous topics
have been explored In depth, Includingthe potential Impacts on traffic & transportation as well as the grid connection forthe
project.

ouring our April meeting, we had the pleasure of hosting our Lead Herttage consultant from SLR Consulting, who delivered

ashort presentation thesite, and thelr nfluenceon the project's
forward to having more guest usin the futureto share thelrinsights and expertise.

Minutes and presentation slides from the CLG meetings are avi

CAVENDISH



7.5 May 2024

Exhibitions
Viewpoints

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
power or good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Viewpoint 2- Corsbie Road, Newton Stewart

[——

Viewpoint Information
Location Altitude Nearest turbine Bearing to centre of photo
| 240496, 565645 ‘ 55m AOD | T15@ 4.53km ‘ 10° ‘

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
power for good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Viewpoint 6 - Cairnsmore of Fleet

Inclement weather prevented photography being captured at this viewpoint.
Photomontages will be produced for inclusion in the LVIA.

Viewpoint Information

Location Altitude Nearestturbine | Bearing to centre of photo
‘ 250121, 567049 ‘ T08 Ti4@861km 302"

res BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
power for good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Viewpoint 4 - Glenvernoch Fell / Hill of Ochiltree

Location Altitude Nearest turbine | Bearing to centre of phato

232707,574101 | 180mAOD | Ts@sseskm | 103" |

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM
powsrfor good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Viewpoint 7 - Merrick

Location Altitude f photo

| 242760, 585539 ‘ 842m AQD | T1@ 11.33km ‘ 186" |

161
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MRS BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

res UANILL W EaR power for good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

power for good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

Viewpoint 9 - Kirkcowan
Viewpoint 8 - A75 near Creetown

Viewpolnt Information
Viewpoint Information Location Altitude Mearest turbine | Bearing to centre of photo
Location Altitude Nearest turbine Bearing to centre of photo | 233244, 560488 46m AOD T15 @ 12.71km 36"

| 247182, 558175 | 5m AQD ‘ T15 @ 13.08km 339

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM

BLAIR HILL WIND FARM powerfor good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN

power for good PROPOSAL - UPDATED DESIGN ) ) )
Viewpoint 20 - Monigaff Parish Church

Viewpoint 10 - NCR73 on Minor Road North of Wigtown

R Viewpoint Information
] L Mamvust licbine | Bk g tojousrtaw'of ploko Location Altitude Nearestturbine | Bearingto centre of photo
| 243408, 556203 | 9m AOD ‘ T15 @ 13.95km 283"
243498, 556203 9m AOD T15@ 13.95km 353°

———

162 CAVENDISH



7.6 May 2024 Feedback
Form
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res Blair Hill Farm Proposal
Comments Form

P\'. el for E_-DI:IC

Your Feedback Counts

Since aur first public exhibitions in Octaber 2023 when we presented & preliminary deaign for the propased Blair Hill

Wind Farm, we have undertaken further axtemiee site turvey work to build our understanding of the site. The

findings from this, together with the comments recefved from the community and stakeholders, has reulted in an

updated design.

Today"s exhibition presents the updated Layout design far the wind Farm. Whilst the layout design s almost finalised,

this event provides you with an appartunity to submit written feedback ta RES, f you wish, on the updated design.

Your feedback has the potential to influsnce and improve the overall quality of the plshning application from a

community peripectie.

We would be gmmeful if fﬂu{m take the time to fll aut this comments form with yaur feedback, Please P‘m

feedback by 7" June 2024, Comments will 48l be sccepted after this date but may not be coridered in relation

to the design develapment.

Plgade note that comments submitted fo RES at this time are not upnr_mmrmu [T d'ﬂm'ﬂ'ﬂs‘ Mmjl'

(Scattish Covernment Energy Consents Unif). There will be an ooportunity b0 submit representotions to the
determining autharity shawld on application be made.

1 Blair Hill Wind Farm public exhibition

1.1 Herw did vou Find out about aur public exhibitian?
[ mewsletter through the doar
[ mdvert in Loes newspaper
|:| Praject website - www. bIggghil-windfarm.co_uk

[ ward af mouth

[] other iplease specify)

12 Befiare visiting the sxhibition how wauld yau describe your knowledge of the propesed Blak Hill Wind
Farm?

[] knew a tat
[] new quite a 1ae
[ knew a Ltk
[ Emew very tittle

[] Enew nothing ae all

CAVENDISH
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res Blair Hill Farm Proposal

Comments Form

poevnr for good
1.3 What part of the public exkibition did you find most useful?
[] Exhibition infarmation baards
[ ‘iusekisatisns (nhotamentages)
[] abitiey o ask RES questions

|:| Other {please specify)

1.4 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do yau feel yau have ncreased your understanding about
the proposed Blair Hill Wind Farm?

[ atat
[ quite a ot
[] & titete

[ wery tittie

[] mothing ae abl

1.5 Do yau have any suggestions for ways in which we could have improved sur exhibitian?

2 Blair Hill Wind Farm Proposal
2.1 Haw do yau feel in general sbaut the Blair Hill Wind Farm propesal?
[ 1 am suppartive
[ 1 am neutrat
[ 1 am cpposed
|:| | don"t Like onshare wind farms in general

Further comments:

CAVENDISH
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pirvwnr for good

Blair Hill Farm Proposal
Comments Form

2.1 Pleate tick the subjects balaw which are of the most interest to you regarding the Blair Hill 'Wind Farm

proposal?

Landscape &
Visual

[ ]

Cultiral Haritage
& Archasalogy
Heritage &
Recreation

Enhancements

Tourism &
Sacioes

Ecology &
Ormithology

1]
Hydrology & Peat I:I
Carban Balanee |:|

Cammimity
Benefits

Traffic & Aeaustics
Transpart
Aviakion I:I Shadow Flicker
Grd Biodiversity

th =ments

Other

If you have ticked other abave please provide further comments. below:

LILIL

1.3 Pleass provide us with amy further suggestions ar comments regarding the proposed Blair Hill Wind

Farm

CAVENDISH




res Blair Hill Farm Proposal

Comments Form
povwer for good

3 Local benefits

RES i praposing to deliver a tailared community benefits package aligned with the priorities of the local

community. This package would be warth £5,000 per megawatt (or eguivalent) of installed capacity per annum

and cauld include RES' unigue Local Electricity Discount Scheme (LEDS), which affers an annual discount o the

electricity bills of thoss praperties clodsit to a participating wind farm. The community benefit package will be

infarmed bjl fapdback fram the ﬂbﬂ'll‘ll.l‘ll‘!,l a6 we are keen to undarstand what initiatives the :uﬁmnlty el

like to s gy pparted by the benefits package.

3 We have received g pumber of suggestions and welcome feedback on these suggestions regarding
their importance to the cammunity. Pleass tick one or mare of the suggested initiatives below, iF
they are of interest to you.

Suppart for new sports kitfqualified coaches to support extra curriculum clubs
Suppart for community facilities

Elsetricity diseounts

Apprenticeship schemse

Heme insulatien grants

Investrment in youth facilities

I

i1 Do you have any other such suggestions or comments regarding ideas, local priorities, or community
projects that yvau wowld like to sse bapafitting from Blair Hill Wind Farm, should it go ahead?

3.3 Within which Community Council area do you reside?

167 CAVENDISH
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res Blair Hill Farm Proposal
Comments Form

poswer Tor pood

34 We are proposing the implementation of & Blodiversity Enhancement Management Plan which will offer
opportunities for interrelated snvironmental enhancements at the site with respect to peat, biodiversity
and forestry. Do you have any comments or feedback wigfLtegagd pa biodiversity enhancement on the ite?

15 Do you have amy comments or suggestions in relation to the Cultural Heritage & Recreation Enhancement
plant presented here today?

4  Your details

Please provide your name and contact details below jn prder Lg authenticate this comments form. Providing
this information gives context to your feedback, facilitates a better understanding of community views and
priorities, and enables us to respond to amy questions raised. However, if you are not comfortable praviding us
with your full comtact details please include your postcode as &8 minimum.

Your comtact detdils whll be treated by RES with the strictest of confTdence, fn lne with the General Data
Pratection Requiations ({OPR) 2078, We moy af times share oy contact dedails, in confidence, with third
parties wha we emplay to help pracess your comments of update you on the profect and by praviding your details
helow you cansent to this. You may write to RES af any time ta ask thal your contact details be remaved from
aur recards and frem any third parties we wark with.

Mame

Address/ Pastoade

IF you wald like to be kept up to date with the project, please tick this bax |:|

Hard copy comments forms can be handed in at the exhibitions or posted back to RES at Blair Hill 'Wind Farm
Praject Team, /o Cavendish Consulting, SPACES, 1 West Regent Streat, GI 1REW or scanned and emailad to
BlairhAlWFZcavendishcansilting. cam.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this comments form, your feedback is important b us.

CAVENDISH
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power for good

The power behind a
clean energy future.

Firvd ouk micr

Read about the project:

8.1 December 23 / January 24
Machars Observer
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This is a paid for Advertisement by RES

Rilair Hill Wind Farm: Committed to enhancing our precieus biodiversity ms

power for good

Did you know that the Blair Hill Wind Farm, if consented, goes
beyond supplying eco-friendly, low-cost electricity (o
thousands of households? In addition to saving an estimated
11 milllion' tonnes of C0¢ over the project lifespan and injecting
millions of pourds into the local economy, the project is also
poised 1o deliver additonal benefits in terms of blodiversity net
gain

Al RES, vwa are committed Lo leaving the natural amvronment n
the areds where we operate in a better state that we found
them. We promote biodiversity by prosiding habilat opportunities and fostening ecobogical balance. We utllise
the spaces around and between the wind turbines for conservation purposes. such as planting native
vegetation, creating pollinator habitats, and restoring natural ecosystems

RES' commitment to presening and enhanding site biodversity is demonstrated at the RES deweloped and
managed Glenchamber Wind Farm, situated between New Luce, Kirkcowan, and Glenluce. At Glenchamber,
a Habitat Management Plan has been implemented with a primary focus on enhancing biodiversity and
managing habitats

One key objective of the project involved the restoration of peat bogs, encompassing the revitalisation of
degraded areas and surpassing targets sel by the Scottish Government. This inttiative reaps benefits such as
carbon capture, flood prevention, and the creation of improved habstats for vanious species like Curlew and
Snipe.

We've also planted native trees ot Glenchamber to establsh habitats for protected species, particularly otters

and bats. We carefully selected specific areas for this native woodland creation to encourage the presence of
these species and protect them from any disnuption by wind farm infrastructure.

Ongoing monitoring wall continue throughout the wind farm's operation to assess the effectiveness of the
habitat managemment plans put in place.

Furthermore, encouraging findings from a post construction monitonng report heghlighted good water
quality, with a SEPA River Classification score of ‘Excellent’ at the magority of sampling locations. Notably, no
long-term adverse IMpacts on macro-inveriebrate populations have been observed due 1o wind farm
construction and operation

Owur approach to biodiversity enhancement and habitat management at the Glenchamber Wind Farm
demonstrates our commitment to emvronmental sustainability. By prioritising the restoration of peat bogs,
the creation of native woodlands, and rigorous monitoring practices, we are not only fulfilling ouwr
responsibility as custodians of the land but also actively contributing to the preservation of our precious
natural heritage for generations 1o Come.

A Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan is being developed for the Blar Hill Wind Farm and mone
information will be provided at our second round of public exhibitions in Spring 2024,

www bilairhill-windfarm.co uk
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8.2 April / May / June 24 Machars
Observer
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Have questions

For any further support, please contact:
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